
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 AMSF SUPPORTS GRADUATE STUDIES OF CATARACT SURGEON DR KAKORIO 
 

Fall 2022  
 
  

Dr Kakorio works with the Boa Vista  
Clinic in Benguela - part of SOLE- 
Angola (Solidariedade Evangélica). He  
has begun online graduate studies  
this October with the Institute for  
International Medicine based in Kansas  
City. Fees are covered by a designated  
donation to AMSF. Dr Kakorio writes  
“Thank you for supporting me towards  
reaching my fullest personal and  
professional potential as I pursue my  
Master’s degree in International Health.  
Your earnest investment in my future  
goals will not be forgotten. Your  
generosity has inspired me to help  
others and give back to the community. I hope one day I 
will be able to help students achieve their goals just as you 
have helped me.” 
 
Dr João Kakorio’s family is originally from Angola, but 
during the civil war, they lived in Zambia where João 
trained to become a doctor. He had wanted to be a  

                                cardiologist, but when he arrived in                                   
                                Lubango, Angola for an internship, he    
                                was inspired by the local eye health  
                                services. He then studied ophthalmic  
                                treatments and specifically, cataract  
                                surgery in Nigeria from June to  
                                December 2021. This enabled him to  
                                take the lead surgeon role in the   
                                Boa Vista/SOLE cataract outreach   

       program.  
 
                                In describing his work, Dr Kakorio  
                                said, “My hands are made to hold  
                                scalpels and my eyes to carry surgical  
                                telescopes. I appreciate every 
carpentry job I did with my father growing up. The fine 
work he taught me is now reflected in my surgical career. 
Every time I hold my scalpel to make an incision through 
my telescope or microscope, I say, ‘Thank you God and 
thank you my father.’ There may be shortcuts to success, 
but there is no shortcut to competence.” (Above adapted 
paragraph and photo from Naomi Spijkstra) 
 

CICA GRANTED 14 AMSF SCHOLARSHIPS IN 2021-22. ALL RECIPIENTS PASSED. 
 

In recent years, AMSF has given the Council 
of Christian Churches of Angola ( CICA) an 
annual grant of $20,000 for their scholarship 
program. This past year, students were 
enrolled in: Accounting & Financial 
Management, Animal Production, Economics, 
Geographic Engineering, Human Resources 
Management, Nursing, Pre-School Education 
and Theology. One student graduated (See 
letter of thanks to the right), and the others 
will receive scholarships to continue their 
studies; one or more new scholarships may be 
awarded for the academic year 2022-23. 

 

» AMSF Angola Memorial Scholarship Fund  

» CICA Council of Christian Churches of Angola  

» IECA Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola 

 

Glossary >>> 

                  THANK YOU FROM ISAURA    
                  FRANCISCO,WHO DEDICATES HER  
                  ECONOMICS MONOGRAPH TO CICA,  
                  AMSF AND ALMIGHTY GOD 

 

 
AMSF supported Isaura Francisco with a 
scholarship and is pleased to learn that she has 
graduated. Here’s her message of thanks to AMSF 
donors:  
“First of all thanks to the Most Sovereign Lord God 
for the gift of life and to my family for the 
encouragement and patience with which they 
faced my countless absences throughout my 
training. I dedicate this research work first to 
Almighty God, to CICA, represented by Rev. 
Deolinda Teca and to the Angola Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, for scholarship support  during 
the four years of my training.  
 I, Isaura Celeste Umba Francisco, have a degree in … 

       (continued on page 2)  
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(continued from page 1) … Economics and Management with a                
specialization in Economics. Thank you very much for contributing 
to the realization of my dreams. I ask God to continue blessing and 
inspiring you for financing the training of Angolan men and 
women.”  
 
I  have attached my Graduation Monograph, Assessment of the 
Contribution of micro, small and medium companies in the 
economic growth of the municipality of Catumbela, in the period 
from 2017 to 2020. From my research data it appears that micro, 
small and medium enterprises face various constraints both in 
opening a business and in the exercise of its activities, among 
which it is worth mentioning the difficult access to funding sources. 
In the period under study, micro, small and medium enterprises 
contributed to a certain extent to the economic growth of the 
municipality in question. From 2017 to 2019, companies recorded 
growth in terms of sales and, in 2020, registered a drop of 37.5 
percentage points in annual sales.” 
 
Comment from Bill Burgess, Ph.D.  “As an economic 
geographer,  I read Isaura Celeste Umba Francisco's thesis 
about small and medium enterprises in the Catumbela region 
with interest. From the responses to the questionnaire she 
administered for the empirical portion of her thesis, I 
appreciated learning about the entrepreneurs leading these 
enterprises. She noted that her respondents may not be 
representative of all such entrepreneurs. However, even when 
not perfectly representative, generating concrete information 
is worthwhile. I think this is especially true when it facilitates 
policy recommendations, and the latter were another 
worthwhile element of Francisco’s thesis.” 
 
Note: Isaura Francisco recommended policies of financial 
support to micro, small and medium companies which are 
widely recognized as significant to sustainable economic 
development. Her literature review acknowledged the 
primary importance of education for small entrepreneurs, a 
need being addressed by the IECA Women's Association 
education program funded in part by AMSF donors. 
 

IECA WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION EDUCATION 
PROGRAM  

- sustainable development founded on women's 
economic empowerment through skills training 

 

AMSF IS GRATEFUL FOR DONATIONS 

IN MEMORY OF  
Dr Betty Bridgman, Tom & Bev Brown,  

Merrill & Verona Ferguson, Betty Gilchrist,  
Dr Sid & Frankie Gilchrist,  

Rev Tom Gilchrist, Dr Allen & Eleanor Knight,  
Rev Malcolm McVeigh, Edith Radley, Ruth Shryock. 

Fifteen thousand dollar grant from the Veazie Markham 
Trust Fund, established in memory of  

Dr Veazie Markham, founder of the Dondi Hospital and 
Nursing School 

 
IN HONOUR OF  

Dr Betty Bridgman, AMSF Board Vice-President  
Mary Dewar on her 100th birthday, AMSF Board member 

& Corresponding Field Secretary  
Rev Joyce Myers-Brown, Lola Parks, Helen Voutt 

 

Excerpted from IECA report on AMSF’s 2021 US$20,000 grant. 
 
When you invest in women, it pays back double for families, 
communities and society as a whole. According to UN 
Women (unwomen.org), the more women enter the labour 
market and act without differentiation from men, the more 
economies grow. The key to achieving these results lies in 
education, training and the opportunity that each one will 
experience in the communities where they live. The more that 
women have access to academic studies and are encouraged 
to undertake professional training, the more capable they will 
become to assume the most varied positions in the labour 
market. This is women's empowerment, facilitating access to 
their rights and opportunities in order to develop their talents 
and skills. 
 
Our courses and workshops to date: 
1.  Human Rights 
200 girls educated on the topics of human rights, women's 
rights, women's health, literacy, arts and crafts, and land 
tenure in rural areas 
54 leaders from 17 provinces took the program Human Rights - 
Women's Rights, Female Leadership and Gender Equity.    
                                                               (continued on next page)  
 
 
 



 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued from page 2)  
 
They then shared their training with 600 women in their home communities. 
Women are now motivated by the acquired knowledge and share it with other 
women, thus changing some cultural paradigms. 
2.  Civic Education for Elections (in the context of imminent national elections) 
54 women trained in Civic Education and Elections. They trained more than 500 
at the community level. Women now know the steps in the electoral process and 
feel ready to cast their vote. 
3.  Financial Education  
60 women received  financial education and then trained more than 400 women in 
communities. These empowered women can now create or enhance their 
businesses for self-sustainability and contribute to the economic development of 
communities. 
4.  Training of trainers for children and adolescents on ethics issues 
200 trainers of children trained in ethics, morals and biblical knowledge, 
integrated with science. The result is that 85% of IECA children know and practice 
moral and ethical principles, values and norms for a good coexistence. 
5.  Training on Nutritive Health 
300 women took a nutritional health course which improves the way food is 
prepared in the communities of Huambo, K.  Norte, Luanda and Huila 
6.  Professional Training in  Pastry Making and in Arts and Crafts in the 
provinces of C.  Cubango, Lunda Sul, Lunda Norte and Namibe 
The 200+ girls and women trained now can use their knowledge to develop small 
self-sustaining businesses. 
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AMSF CELEBRATES THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF 
OUR VICE PRESIDENT, MARY DEWAR 

 

Mary Dewar, AMSF rejoices in your becoming a 
centenarian on October 27th, 2022. We are grateful 

for all you have contributed to AMSF, to Angola, and 
to the world, in your journey of cultural 

understanding and justice. For more about Mary, 
please visit https://bit.ly/3DkrhqK   
and Why I support AMSF on page 3  

at https://bit.ly/3VPxAtN 
 

7.  Training for housekeepers and street vendors (zungueira) in Luanda, Benguela and Huambo cities 
The 300+ women trained now take better care of their homes and do professional housework more efficiently. Zungueiras 
received training to reduce risks when selling at zunga.  
8.  Young entrepreneurs exchange experiences in overcoming difficulties 
More than 100 young people from Luanda participated in an event to exchange  their experiences in entrepreneurship and 
overcoming challenges.  
  
Three reflections on running the eight trainings:  
1)The greater the number of leaders who are trained, the more community groups are reached with knowledge about the 
need for family development.  
2) The empowerment of women, no matter what age, will always benefit many  
other women and generations. 
3) As women become empowered, they realize how important their role is in  
society and for their families in particular. 
 

https://www.ehsli.org/sermon/mary-dewar-my-personal-journey-for-cultural-understanding-and-justice/
https://bit.ly/3VPxAtN
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AMSF FUNDS TRAINING OF MANAGER OF DONDI 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 

 
IECA reports that the Dondi mission station covers 4,000 hectares: more than 
70% is arable. It is home to the Etta Snow Boarding School, Dondi Hospital, 
Emmanuel Seminary, day schools, and the new University of Dondi which is 
under construction. A comprehensive agricultural plan to support the needs of 
the aforementioned institutions, especially the Etta Snow Boarding School, is 
necessary and requires professional guidance. A designated donation to AMSF 
has funded a scholarship for the four-year agricultural engineering program of 
the Huambo Agricultural Sciences Department of the José Eduardo dos Santos 
University.  The scholarship recipient has signed a contract to, on graduation, 
serve as the IECA agronomist, with a particular focus on furthering Dondi 
Mission goals of sustainable local food production, creation of youth 
employment and skills development in this sector, as well as promotion of 
family farming in the surrounding villages. 

Reverend Calandula, Huambo Provincial DASEP Director, with scholarship recipient Abrantes de 
Jesus Jamba Chingalule - 
The 19-year-old scholarship recipient, Abrantes de Jesus Jamba Chingalule, is from 
Andulu, Bie Province. In 2022, Mr Chingalule graduated from high school with  honours. 
His final year of high school was a program of agricultural courses. He began university 
courses this fall. 
 

AMSF US$3,000 grant helps Quessua students obtain essential IDs 
By Ruthie Schaad, Coordinator of Quessua Literacy Outreach Program 

Martins is an 8th grade student from  
the Quessua Mission village of  
Mbangu. Last year, Martins should  
have been in 8th grade. He had  
passed 7th grade, but since his final  
exam fees had not been paid, he was  
not allowed to move up. As various  
fees add up, families become  
overwhelmed with school expenses  
for their children and many children  
end up waiting to attend another  
year. The older they get, the  
likelihood of students dropping out  
completely increases. Recent help  
from AMSF, and initially the Florida  
Conference of the United Methodist  
Church, enabled Martins to both  
enroll in school, even if it meant  
repeating 7th grade, and to obtain  
his national ID card (Bilhete de  
Identidade, BI). It took four months  
to complete the process which included many taxi trips 
from Quessua to Malange and days off school. 
 
With his ID, Martins can now get official school 
certificates which are needed each year from grade 6 
onward. Day to day 

                            onward. Day to day challenges at school,               
                            particularly financial ones, remain. For  
                            example, junior and high school students  
                            are to wear closed shoes. Martins has a  
                            hard time finding shoes for his size 13 foot  
                            and then paying for them. He was not  
                            allowed in class for two weeks due to not  
                            having closed shoes after his one pair fell  
                            apart. Miraculously, shoes and closed  
                            sandals that fit him were found in a bail of  
                            clothes on the mission. Martin’s father paid  
                            the rest of his son’s school fees and exam  
                            fees last year, registration for 8th grade this  
                            year, and enrollment for a younger brother  
                            who had been unable to go to school last  
                            year. Sometimes the needs in a family are 
                            so overwhelming that a little bit of help  
                            provides encouragement and incentive. 
 
                            In Angola, a BI is necessary for everything,  
                            including registering for school. The 
process of attaining one is so arduous that many give up. 
The expense, the transportation to apply for one, and the 
bureaucracy of the application itself makes it too difficult for 
many to benefit from their right to identification papers,  
                                                                  (continued on page 6)  
 

18-year-old Martins Figueira with his new 
Bilhete de Identidade - Identity Card 
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WHY AUDREY KENNY SUPPORTS AMSF 
By Marilyn McKim, AMSF regional representative who met Audrey this past 
summer 

 
 
Audrey Kenny loves ducks, nature and history. She also loves human rights, the  
Church and social justice. The reader will therefore not be surprised that she has  
chosen to leave a legacy with AMSF, and a substantial one at that, in the form of  
stocks.  
  
What prompted Audrey's extraordinary donation in 2022?  The letters from Moisés  
Ngola Fortuna and Magda Madalena Paciência Nhanga Manga in the Spring 2022  
issue of AMSF's newsletter. "I was very impressed with the letters from the students  
who graduated," she exclaimed. "You know how important support is to people who  
have been through so much."  
 
Moisés is in his third year of a theology course. On receiving a scholarship funded  
by AMSF donors, he had expressed his "sincere thanks for this spirit of unity and act of love" that helped him acquire 
materials, conduct research and cover academic expenses.  
 
Because Magda received a scholarship for her economics course, she has "not had to give up [her] dreams and can 
continue with [her] training". She described the scholarship as answering her "pressing needs" and being a moral as well as 
financial support.  
 
Audrey Kenney's strong desire to help future students the way past donations helped Moisés and Magda will enhance the 
expertise and leadership so badly needed as Angola continues to rebuild its civil society. 
  
Recently Audrey ran across some letters of appreciation from AMSF regional representatives Allen Knight and Frances 
Walbridge, dated 1982-83. One letter enclosed a photo of scholarship recipient Anastacio Sicato who was studying 
medicine in Lisbon. Dr Sicato went on to serve in Angola as Minister of Health and is currently a policy advisor on 
Angola’s COVID pandemic response.  
 
Thank you, Audrey, for your faithful support of Angolan scholarship recipients over many years, and your most recent, 
generous gift. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AMSF FUNDS PRINTING of PORTUGUESE TRANSLATION OF GALANGUE 
MISSION HISTORY 

 Luis Samacumbi, IECA General Director of Resource Mobilization, obtained 
permission from  Nancy Henderson James (https://nancyhendersonjames.com/) to 
translate from English to Portuguese the text Galangue: The Unique Story of a Mission 
Station in Angola Proposed, Supported and Staffed by Black Americans. It was written by   
                                              her father Rev Lawrence ``Larry” Henderson, former  
                                              United Church of Christ missionary in Angola. AMSF  
                                              sponsored a first printing and distribution of this  
                                              Portuguese version text, Galangue: A história única de uma  
                                                  estação missionária em Angola proposta, apoiada e  
                                                  composta por americanos negros, published by Livros  
                                              Olohengo, in advance of the 2023 100th Jubilee of  
                                              Galangue Mission (Bunjei); this support came from a  
                                              designated donation. An original English version of this 
                                              book is available from Nancy Henderson James. Price   
                                              US$6.00. To order, send a check via mail: 130 Hunt St.  
                                              Apt 404, Durham, NC 27701. To email questions use:  
                                              nancyhj@mindspring.com  
 

Check out What's New at angolamsf.org 

mailto:nancyhj@mindspring.com
http://angolamsf.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued from page 4)     
which impacts negatively on so many other rights.  
 
One day in 2021, administrators at the Quessua village 
school sent two-thirds of the primary school children home 
because they lacked BIs. That prompted Quessua Mission to 
launch the challenging task of helping families to obtain 
their identity cards. So far, we have helped 40 children with 
their applications.  
 
We are extremely grateful for the help that AMSF has given 
in this vital process that definitely empowers our Quessua 
children and their families. Children feel like true members 
of society once they have their Bilhete de Identidade.  
 
This tedious task would be impossible without the 
invaluable voluntary work of Sebastião Camahonjo, a 
security guard at Quessua Mission. On his days off, he 
works on the documents with the children, making endless 
trips to town for this process. Because he is from Quessua, 
he knows the children and their families well. What a 
blessing he is! He also thanks AMSF for the help in this 
important work. Sebastião, muito obrigado. AMSF 
appreciates your efforts too. 
 

End Note: Post war context of BI challenges 
In order for children to obtain BIs, they need copies of both 
parents' BI or voter registration cards, even if one or both 
parents are dead. Sometimes an uncle’s document is 
accepted. Many people did not get BIs during the war years, 
particularly those living in the transient societies of the 
remote conflict areas. 
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The process of acquiring a Bilhete de Identidade is ever 
changing. Over the past few months, the government 
introduced two new required documents. One is an 
affidavit of residency. It requires copies of IDs of two 
witnesses and an official document from the traditional 
leader (Soba) of the village or community, plus a fee of 
course. As a result, 16 of the applications we had 
completed had to be redone and paid for again. The 
second is from the “conservatorio” (justice of the peace) 
declaring the official names of the child’s parents, 
grandparents and great grandparents, all written on a 
purchased special blue paper with 24 lines on it. This 
second document also requires a fee. With the breakdown 
of family structures and the transience of people, knowing 
these names (of which there are usually four) can be 
difficult. The authorities may require children to state these 
names! Should one error be made, the whole document has 
to be redone and paid for again. No wonder people give up 
getting IDs. Having a Bilhete de Identidade is a lawful right 
for Angolan citizens but obviously the process does not aid 
in acquiring this right. Sometimes there are special 
campaigns in villages as there were two years ago on the 
Quessua Mission. But even these get bogged down with 
formalities, and at times corruption, when the service is 
meant to be quick and free. These two new documents 
have slowed the process down with the result that the 
expiration of the original application for ID risks passing 
the 3-month expiration date after which one has to do it 
again and pay the fee once more. We started this 
challenging task at the end of October 2021 and to date 
have received 13 BI cards and 10 receipts waiting for 
issuance of cards. 
 
 

How to Donate: 
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org or mailed to your AMSF Regional Representative whose addresses 

may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to AMSF. They can also be sent directly to AMSF 
Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins, at: 2016-1333 Bloor St., Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6 

 

MEMOIR BY AMSF MEMBER JOSEPH CHIMBANDA 
 Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown, AMSF Corresponding Secretary, describes the family 

memoir of AMSF member Joseph Chimbanda,  Enduring Hardships: Survival by Faith 
and Works in Our Uncharted Territories 
about the life journey of he and his wife  
Ana as "a moving tale of faith & courage, 
 perseverance & resilience.”  Ana and  
 Joseph Chimbanda were born and grew  
  up in Angola. The outbreak of war there  
   carried them into many dangers and  
    difficulties and eventually to life in the  
    United States, where Joseph had a  
     career in IT and Ana in nursing. Their  
      example and testimony have been a  
       powerful inspiration, now globally  
        available through this memoir  
         carried by  Amazon.com. 
 

http://amazon.com/

