
Letters of appreciation from 6 AMSF funded scholarship students 
 
Translated from the original Portuguese into English by Frank Collins.  
 
Notes:  

● Excerpts from the 6 letters were published in the Fall 2021 AMSF newsletter and 
are presented in the same order, according to level of schooling 

●  The AMSF Block Scholarship grant was made to the Council of Christian 
Churches of Angola (CICA), our field partner, who selected the scholarship 
recipients and administered the grant; thus the letters address AMSF through 
CICA 

 
ELIZABETE ANTONIA 
 
I am Elizabete Antonia. I’m writing to describe the impact that CICA has had on my life 
and schooling. Before I got a scholarship from CICA I had many difficulties. I was an 
orphan and had no one to pay for my studies. 
 
To continue with my studies I had to look for work in my neighbourhood, washing dishes 
and waiting tables in restaurants, even though I was a minor. In time it became too hard 
to both work and study because the work was very hard and tiring. 
 
Thank God I was part of the Girls Building Bridges program of the Women's Christian 
Union. I was an active and energetic girl, dedicated to my academic program, so the 
above organization decided to seek a bursary for me from CICA. With God’s help a 
bursary was granted and this greatly improved my situation. 
 
 
I thank God and CICA for the fact that I have completed elementary and secondary 
studies. I don't know what would have happened to me without the opportunity offered 
by this bursary. 
 
I trust I will be able to enter university with continued support. 
 
May God bless all the members of CICA and those who contribute to it for the wonderful 
work they have done and may they continue to help more and more people like me. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
 



MANUEL LOURENÇO PEDRO 

I am Manuel Lourenço Pedro, holder of a bursary from the Council of Christian Churches in 
Angola (CICA).  
I am in the province of Cuanza Norte and belong to the Zion African Episcopal Methodist 
Church. 
 
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in my own name, in the name of my family and of my 
church, I write respectfully to thank CICA and its partners, such as the AMSF, for the academic 
bursary that has been awarded to me.  
 
I write to express the gratitude that I feel for this support. This bursary rescued me from a 
situation in which I found myself with no hope of being able to carry on with my studies.  I had 
abandoned my studies from 2015 to 2020. I thank God for the blessing of CICA and its partners’ 
support. This has allowed me to resume my studies. I thank you in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
With the first installment of the bursary I was able to pay my school fees. I was able to buy 
clothes and shoes and school materials such as teacher-prepared documents, books and various 
scientific works that helped in preparing for tests.  
 
I bought a telephone with has allowed me to carry out scientific research and communication in 
general, even in a taxi, when traveling to school.  
 
I send greetings in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
 Natalando. October 4, 2021.  
 
Bursary holder, 
Manuel Lourenço Pedro 
 
 

FANUEL DIBANDI MUTILADA CUMBO 
 
TO: THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN ANGOLA (CICA) 
  
LUANDA 
  
 SUBJECT: Letter of thanks 
  
Respectful greetings 
  
I am Fanuel Dibandi Mutadila Cumbo, single, 24 years old, born April 13, 1997, son of 
Abriio Cumbo and Raquel Mutadila Gomes, born in Cabinda, Cabinda Province, bearer 
of ID No. 006198804CA043, issued by the Department of Identity and Identity Services 



of the Ministry of the Interior. I No. 006198804CA043, issued by the Department of Civil 
Identification of Ndalatando on August 31, 2018, residing in Ndalatando, Bárrio Popular.  
 
I am a 3rd-year student in Accounting and Management at the Polytechnic Institute of 
Ndalatando.  
 
I am writing to express my thanks to the directors of CICA (Council of Christian 
Churches in Angola) for the enormous support afforded me by my scholarship this past 
academic year.  
 
By Divine grace, this subsidy helped me to correct and fix various problems during the 
academic year 2020/2021. These were: 
 
1. Threats of eviction from my residence for failure to pay the rent; 
2. Huge difficulties in food; 
3. Difficulties in acquiring books and brochures created by our teachers; 
4. The lack of a smartphone for easy sharing of content, as well as interaction between 
colleagues via whatsapp and other digital platforms; 
5. Difficulty travelling to school to pursue my  academic/scientific studies. 
 
My further needs include: 
  
1. A computer to handle information in an automatic and electronic way, mainly with 
respect to my end-of-course work; 
2. Program simulators for practical classes; 
3. Books; 
  
4. Remote devices and others. 
  
I want to say that the great help I have received from you (dear “parents”) has been very 
valuable. I shall strive to be sure further subsidies will help with the difficulties listed 
above. 
"Man learns only when he wants to learn what he learns". 
  
There being nothing more, may the Lord our God bless you richly. 
  
  
Ndalatando, on October 5th, 2021. 
  
  



Mutadila 
-Your “son”, scholarship holder 
 
 
ABIGAIL HELEOLINDA ALFREDO CALULO 
 

Letter of thanks 

 

 I, Abigail Heleolinda Alfredo Calulo, daughter of Santos Calulo and Berta Chipita Alfredo 

Calulo, born on 08-11-2003, live in the province of Luanda, Angola, in the Cassenda 

neighborhood. I took 10th year in the school year 2020-2021, at the Instituto Medio Técnico de 

Saúde (I.M.T.S) Asclépio. I hereby want to thank CICA and AMSF donors for your financial 

support.  I also thank God for inspiring you, and allowing partners like you to exist!  At this 

phase of social distance, the classes in the beginning were via the internet (WhatsApp), then we 

returned to in-person classes in October of last year 2020/2021. We went to school every other 

week. Classes were divided into two groups, one room for each group. Some classmates who 

studied in some of those classrooms had to be transferred to other classrooms, which I didn't like. 

This affected my performance for a short time, because I had to adapt to the reality of a different 

classroom. I had to adapt to the reality of the situation and, thank God, I advanced to the 11th 

year. You are proof that good people with good intentions still exist. I ask God to grant you 

health, long life, and countless blessings. 

 

With gracious thanks, 

 

Abigail Heleolinda Alfredo Calulo 

 
 
ISAURA CELESTE UMBA FRANCISCO 
 
TO: DONORS AND TO THE COUNCIL 
OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN ANGOLA (CICA) 
Luanda-Angola 
  
Subject: LETTER OF THANKS. 



  
Peace and well-being. My warmest regards. 
  
I am Isaura Celeste Umba Francisco, daughter of Zeferino de Jesus Tadeu Francisco 
and Umba Hilau. I was born June 7, 1992. I live in Lobito, Benguela Province, Santa 
Cruz neighborhood. 
 
I am a 4th-year student. n° 229/18, enrolled in the academic year 2020 at Katyavala 
Bwila University, Faculty of Economics, Course in Economics.  
 
I thank God our Almighty Father, donors and CICA, for their support and help - financial, 
moral and spiritual - that I have received during my higher education, seeking a degree 
in four years. Thanks to you donors, it has been possible to fulfill my dream of 
completing my education. It would not have been easy to complete my education 
without someone to support me. Despite many difficulties and because God has 
brought you into my life, my dream has become a reality. 
 
In this time of social distancing because of Covid-19, classes have been via the internet, 
distance learning and Zoom. It has been difficult to access the internet by computer or 
markshofone. In October of 2020, we started with in-person classes where classes are 
divided into two groups. Learning remains difficult. But in everything I give thanks to 
God as I continue to focus on completing my training.  
 
Thank you very much for your financial support and for your support of others who need 
it. Thank you for everything. 
  
God bless you. 
  
Benguela, on the 1st of June, 2021 Bursary recipient 
Isaura Celeste Umba Francisco 
  
 
 
GOMES PASCOAL DOMINGOS 
 
TO: OUR FINANCIAL BENEFACTORS AND TO THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES IN ANGOLA (CICA) 
Luanda-Angola 
Subject: WITNESS AND THANKSGIVING. 
Peace and well-being.  My warmest greetings. 



 
I am Gomes Pascoal Domingos, son of Faustino Domingos and Mária Pascoal, born 
18.06.1989, resident in Cazenga, Luanda Province, Bairro Hoji-ya-Henda, nº45, rua 
Comandante Paiva da Silva.  
 
I am a student in the 5th year, number 117670, enrolled in the academic year 
2020/2021 at  Agostinho Neto University, Faculty of Sciences, Course in Geographical 
Engineering, part time. 
 
Given Covid-19 and the new normal for life, I give thanks to God the Father Almighty for 
granting me the opportunity and privilege of finishing my higher education over five 
years at Agostinho Neto University. In this country of Angola, it has not been easy to 
finish higher education without help. I am very happy because I have little left to do to 
realize this dream and become useful to society, to the country, and to make me an 
educated man as I take on  the challenges of life. I’m grateful for the support of you 
donors. 
At this stage, I am in search of career opportunities and am requesting an internship -  
not easy to find - in topography, in national and multinational companies.  This will help 
a lot with my end-of-course work and monograph thesis. I thank the Lord for everything, 
for I can do all things through Him who strengthens me... 
 
My deepest thanks to you financial benefactors, CICA partners, my parents, family, 
Pastors Nguinamau, Rev. Paciencia Ngunza, Rev. Joana Vemba, Sr. Simia Domingos, 
uncle José Guerra and my brother Pascoal S. Domingos. 
 
Thank you very much for your help. I know you don't do it just for me, but also for other 
young people in need who have dreams to realize. “Giants” are part of life, to make us 
strong, and I will win, “giants” of immeasurable experiences. Thank you for everything. 
God bless you. 
  
Luanda, May 30, 2021 
 
 
 
  
 


