
 

 

The Quessua Mission Outreach Literacy Program is 
at work in the surrounding villages of Kula-Muxito, 
Mangas, Mufongo, Terra Nova and Mbango. All 
chapel schools, except for Mbango, are housed in 
safe cement block buildings, thanks to the generosity 
of AMSF and the Florida Conference of UMC. We 
rejoice in the recent donation from AMSF which will 
fund the construction of the new Mbango Chapel 
School in 2021, and we appreciate the AMSF  
matching grant for the Terra Nova chapel school 
construction which was completed this past spring. 

With COVID-19 restrictions, including periodic 
school shutdowns and the suspension of church  
services, the chapel schools have been used for other 
outreach purposes. For example, the Mufongo chapel 

is being used as a medical outpost. (See below) The 
Quessua hospital is limiting the number of patients 
seen each day and some staff have moved into a new 
system where they go to the villages three times a 
week. It is such a blessing to have a secure place 
where they can operate the clinics and stay safe. 

Quessua resident 
Ruthie Schaad  
reports that during 
the dry season,  
vegetables are 
scarce, including the 
ever-present manioc 
leaves, so the farm’s 
greens are helping.  
 

Children from three 
villages around 
Quessua received 
cabbage leaves on 
Mandela Day.  
Bananas, papayas, limes and small sweet potatoes 
have been a hit with the kids, but nothing compared 
to these leaves. They were so excited, running home 
with leaves that their family would be sharing at the 
next meal. 

Quessua missionary Kutela Katembo, who directs the 
Agricultural Centre, reported in his monthly  

newsletter that, due to the lockdown 
in towns which are major supply 
chains, vendors of seeds have  
opportunistically increased prices. 
The lockdown also ended valued 
group meetings, a form of outreach 
for extension-education work. 

 
Quessua Farm has distributed  
vegetable seeds (collard, onion and 
tomato) to seven villages. It aims to 
become a food basket for the commu-
nity as well as an agricultural field 
demonstration centre. 

 

AMSF donors help fund two new chapel schools! 
By Icel Rodriguez, AMSF member and Director of Global Missions  
for the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church (UMC) 
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building lacks a cafeteria, electricity and running 
water. The school has no transport. 
 

In future, we plan to require a letter of 
recommendation for students and the payment of 
one quarter of the fee upon registration.  
 
We offer thanksgiving to AMSF and other well-
wishers for financial support, without which the 
school would not survive. We are also grateful for 
the many forms of support from local IECA church 
staff and seminary students. 

 

Note: In November, the IECA Women's Society held 
a service to dedicate the grave they have constructed 
for the portion of her ashes that UCC missionary Rev 
Etta Snow requested be buried in Dondi. 

 
 
 

Etta Snow School Farm expands  
during COVID-19 

By Eduardo Sonjamba  
on behalf of  School Director Leontina Namuieka 

The Angolan government, like most around the 
world, has temporarily closed educational institu-
tions for periods in an attempt to contain the spread 
of COVID-19. School closures impact not only  
students, teachers, and families. They have shed 
light on various social and economic issues, includ-
ing student debt, digital learning issues, food  
insecurity, and homelessness as well as access to 
childcare, health 
care, housing and 
disability services. 

The impact has 
been more severe 
for disadvantaged 
children and their 
families, causing 
interrupted learn-
ing, compromised 
nutrition, child-
care issues, and 
consequent  
economic costs to 
families now  
unable to work. It 
is against this 
background that we report activities implemented 
with the assistance of the AMSF grant of US$2,700. 
 
The school currently has 58 pupils in residence -- 40 
girls and 18 boys who receive training in domestic 
sciences and agriculture as well as primary  
education. This past season, the school farm  
harvested 200kg of maize, 70kg of beans, 150kg of 
soya and 150kgs of Irish potatoes. Part of the harvest 
was used to improve student nutrition and part was 
sold to pay for other student needs such as  
medicines. AMSF monies were used for staff  
stipends, food for students, farm items such as  
assorted seeds (corn, beans, manioc, Irish potatoes, 
soya, cabbage, carrots, onion and tomatoes) and the 
purchase of eight pigs and some chickens for live-
stock production.  
 

Challenges we face are late payment of school fees 
and enough funds for manual arts materials. The  



 
The IECA Women's Association wishes to express 
our appreciation for the AMSF 2020 grant of 
US$20,000 and to present an interim report on the 
education work carried out to date during the 
pandemic.  
 

After the Declaration of Emergency, many workers 
began performing their duties at home and some 
still do. Currently 70% are back working onsite, 
schools have re-opened, and churches are open at 
50% capacity. Families are reorganizing their 
routines and benefiting from accurate COVID-19 
information in their 
social actions and 
reactions.  

The IECA Women's 
Society is operating 
with the support of 
government 
guidelines for 
combating the 
pandemic.  

Teleworking helps us 
to function safely. 
Face-to-face activities 
have been carried out 
so that members and 
leaders with 
difficulties using technology can take advantage of 
the flexibility and safety offered by public health 
measures (physical distancing, mask wearing, hand 
washing). 

Our overarching aim is to increase women's 
knowledge of gender equity, leadership and 
advocacy to promote their participation in decision-
making places. 

Our adapted 2020 training objectives are to 

 reinforce the capacity of leaders in advising 
their communities on ways to avoid stress 

 encourage families to reduce fear of disease 
through information 

 

 introduce strategies to increase hope for care-
givers 

 reduce stigma as a core church responsibility 
 engage the community in raising awareness 

and treating COVID-19 
 reinforce the practice of diakonia -- educating 

communities in solidarity. 
 
Activities to date: 
 Literacy classes in Kwanza Norte (see photo 

below) ran from January through March and 
resumed in October. Attendance to date: 206 
students. 

 Online training on Gender-based Violence and 
Women's Empowerment was offered in August. 
Pastors, their wives and lay leaders  

 participated. The 30 women participants  
 represented five provinces. 
 A Luanda area mid-September two-day  
 training for 29 pastors’ wives on helping  
 families deal with COVID-19 stress was  
 offered, in preparation for the reopening of 
 churches; a focus was how to respond to  
 vulnerable groups. 
 A Luanda area late September, 2-day pastoral 

care workshop on health, diaconia and  
 COVID-19 was offered in the city and in three 
 suburbs, with around 30 at each workshop.  
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All women in times of crisis can do something if they are trained 
By IECA Women's Association Director Rev Josefina Sandemba Hungulu  



 Participants were deaconesses and leaders of 
women and men pastors. Facilitators were 
pastors and lay leaders. 

 A Huila region training for rural women 
challenged by the drought is in progress. 

 Huambo area health and nutrition courses took 
place during October and November in four 
municipalities.  

 A recent two-week pastry course in Kwanza 
Norte was completed by 15 women. In the 
photo below are some of the 20 girls at a pastry 
course in the Cazenga neighbourhood of 
Luanda. 

 
Lessons learned: To see challenges as opportunities 
to review our programs and actions. In adjusting to 
the situation, we have been able to contribute to the 
current context as needed. We affirm that all women 
in times of crisis can do something if they are trained. 
Discussions have raised our awareness of how to 
apply the lessons of the Good Samaritan. As IECA 
women, we thank AMSF for resourcing our ability to 
respond and contribute in these challenging times. 
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2019 Activities Report 

Note: Annual reports about AMSF grant use have 
usually been submitted to AMSF in the following 
spring. COVID-19 delayed the presentation of our 
2019 grant use report, as follows, by several months.  
 

*   A total of 97 women and 31 men attended literacy 
classes in three provinces. We observed that students 
learned best from local instructors. Graduates were 
empowered to support their children going to 
school, to continue with their own education, and to 
more fully in church and civic life.   
*   A total of 154 women and 2 men received  
instruction in Pastry & Décor courses in five  
provinces participated. 70% of the students success-
fully completed the training, with the capacity to 
then create their own business. In areas where the 
courses were designated for women only, men  
expressed regret about not accessing this valuable 
training.  
*   Remedial tutoring in mathematics and Portuguese 
was provided to 24 students in Cuando Cubango. 
60% of the students passed their exams in these    
subjects.  
*   Women's health workshops were offered in five 
provinces to more than 3,000 IECA Women's         
Association members. The workshops provided   
information on health indicators and the value of 
screening for chronic conditions as well as serving to 
publicize IECA health services.  
* Leadership enhancement conferences were held in 
three provinces and attracted around 300 women 
each.  

* AMSF funds were also used for our program     
evaluation work, and enabled us to visit programs in 
five provinces, to observe the value of the projects 
and to grasp the unique challenges confronting each 
region. 

 AMSF is grateful to receive donations  
 

In memory of Rev Whitney Dalrymple & sister Bessie Dalrymple, Dr Sid & Frankie Gilchrist & daughter  
Betty Gilchrist, Rev Tom Gilchrist, Helen Doidge Hall née Burgess, Florence May Houston, Dr Alan and 
Corinne (Corky ) Lane,  Rev Ed LeMaster, Mary MacDougall, Rev Bob  & Margery Malcolm, Fran & Robin 
Markham, Phillip Schaad, Helen Stockton, Lillian Taylor 
 

And in honour of Rev David Gilchrist on his 92nd birthday, Eleanor Knight on her 100th birthday, Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown 
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CICA scholarship students live in faith 
and hope as classes resumed in October 

 

CICA used the 2020 AMSF grant of US$20,000 to 
fund 19 students pursuing 10 fields of study 
(accounting & management, economics, geographic 
engineering, law, mathematics, nursing, physics, 
psychology, public health & clinical analysis, and 
theology). The current scholarship recipients are  
affiliated with nine member churches of CICA and 
are attending advanced education institutions in the 
provinces of Cuanza North, Cuanza Sul and  
Benguela.  
 
We are happy to report that, in 2019, three  
scholarship recipients completed their courses in 
Communication Sciences, IT Engineering and Public 
Administration. Because of the pandemic and the 
State of Emergency, classes were halted in late 
March. Between April and September, there were no 
virtual classes. In this difficult time, we give thanks 
to God for life and health. We give thanks to AMSF 
for enabling scholarship recipients to live in hope 
and faith as they returned to studies in October. 

Dr Anastácio Sicato: Life before & after 
receiving AMSF Scholarship Support  
With thanks to Julie McGonegal who interviewed  
Dr Sicato for an article carried in the May 2020 issue 
of Broadview, about the 50th anniversary of AMSF. 
 

Life before I received an AMSF scholarship:  

In June of 1976, I left a refugee camp in South West 
Africa (now Namibia) and arrived in Lisbon. The  
Portuguese placed me in the Balteiros refugee camp 
near Lisbon, settled by displaced people from East 
Timor. I began working in the camp’s warehouse. 
 

Several weeks later, AMSF representative Alice 
Moreira took me to Alameda das Linhas de Torres 
which housed other refugees from Africa. She  
arranged financial assistance for me from the United 
Church of Christ and also put me in touch with AMSF 
(the then Gilchrist Fund). For eight years, I was a  
beneficiary of AMSF scholarship support for my  
medical studies. During that time, I established a 
friendship with Dr Ian Gilchrist, the AMSF Corre-
sponding Secretary. To this day, I am so grateful to  

Alice Moreira. Without her support I wouldn’t have 
had the scholarship. I’m also grateful for Dr. Ian 
Gilcrhist’s friendship; it was a very important 
support during my stay in Portugal.  

Opportunities opened by scholarship support:  

My medical training occurred simultaneously with 
the civil war in Angola. In July of 1982, I graduated 
at Lisbon’s Santa Maria Hospital and subsequently 
returned to Angola. In October 1984, I joined my 
colleagues from the UNITA party, helping in the 
health field. From 1988 to 1996, I was UNITA’s 
Health Secretary in Jamba. From 1997 to 1998, and 
from 2007 to 2008, I 
served as Angola’s 
Health Minister in 
Luanda, under the 
Government of Unity 
and National 
Reconciliation. From 
2001 to 2006, I secured 
my specialization in 
Clinical Hematology 
and currently, I am 
the chair of the Health 
Group in Angola’s 
Parliament.  Overall, 
every accomplishment 
I achieved was due to 
AMSF scholarship support.  

 

My perspective of AMSF as an organization:  
AMSF has accomplished much. Students lack 
training in many African countries. In Angola, 
AMSF helped to set a whole new hopeful and 
qualified group of leaders onto a brighter and much 
more well-educated path. It is necessary to 
remember that we had a very long civil war and 
during that time it was difficult to have the support 
of international organizations for scholarships. 
Praise be for the 50th anniversary of AMSF. 
 

Why it is important that the work of AMSF 
continues: Hopefully, AMSF keeps helping set a 
path for future generations. African countries are far 
from being on track due to government corruption 
and social miseducation that still keeps us a step 
back. I fully agree that the work of AMSF must 
continue. I thank you very much for this 
opportunity to share my experience with AMSF. 
 

 



This year, at the General Council office of the United 
Church of Canada, we have had to find ways of 
fulfilling our mandate of staying in touch with our 
global partners as together, we seek justice and 
dignity for all even in the context of COVID-19. We 
began virtual visits with our partners using Zoom 
and we invited others from North America to join. 
August 12, 2020 was the date of our first Zoom 
conference. The focus was to listen to our partners 
from Angola on how they were taking part in the 
agenda of ‘Mending the World’, as they mark the 140th 
anniversary of the founding of IECA. 

In his opening devotion, Rev Marco Cable, the Africa 
Executive of Global Ministries in the US, shared his 

thoughts, inspired by Revelation 22.2: “And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 
He emphasized that we yearn for healing and are 
reassured that God is in the plant business.  

In his keynote address, Luis Samacumbi, Director 
General of Resource Mobilizations, IECA, indicated 
that if the Church in Angola and worldwide 
continued to be as before COVID-19, the world will 
be less prepared and more fragile for challenging 
events, local or international. He appealed for the 
need and the ability to renew, adapt and succeed in 
an environment of rapid, ambiguous changes.    
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Mending the World:  
United Church of Canada and Angola Partners Conference  

By The Rev Dr Japhet Ndhlovu, Program Coordinator for South East Asia/Southern Africa Church,  

in Partnership of The United Church of Canada 

Rev André Eurico Cangovi the General Secretary of 

IECA based his reflection on Revelation 21:1-3, “The 
struggle will not end, until the dwelling of God is 
with men and women.” The Evangelical Congrega-
tional Church in Angola is aware of the changing 
dynamics and serious impacts of COVID-19. They 
see themselves in a time of reaffirming their Vision 
and Mission statements towards “A United,  
Christian, Multicultural, Inclusive and Prophetic 
Church, committed to promoting a just Angolan  
society, unfolding Biblical principles and Christian 
Ethical values”. 
 

The IECA director of the Department of Social  
Assistance, Studies and Projects ( DASEP), Alcides 

Onésimo Nunda, said “The Church, as a prophetic 
and protective voice for the voiceless, must be  
prepared to respond with concrete actions and  
reduce the vulnerability of families without any  
racial or religious discrimination, in the context of 
corrupt systems. To mend the world in the post-
COVID era, we need to strategize a plan, beginning 
now”. It will include emergency response,  
rehabilitation, mitigation of calamities or disasters 
and preparation.  

AMSF member Jean Burgess provided an update on 
how the Fund has been helping with grants which 
empower many Angolans to access education and 
contribute to national development.  

The participants of the gathering felt very happy to 
have an opportunity to listen to their Angolan  
partners' reflections on Mending the World in 2020. 
 
To view the Conference presentations, visit  
Part 1 - www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-srzeGaNuY 
Part 2 - www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWWVlDLjFLo 
Part 3 - www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNnE086F6Y 
 

 

Note: A longer version of this article is posted under the 
What’s New button at http://angolamsf.org/   

 

AMSF welcomes gifts to continue the much-needed education and training support in Angola. 
Donate at http://angolamsf.org or AMSF Treasurer, 2016-1333 Bloor St, Mississauga ON L4Y 3T6 

Luis Samacumbi and Japhet Ndlovu 


