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By Rev Lucia Chitula, outgo-
ing director of the Evangelical 
Congregational Church of 
Angola Women’s Society

In 2013 the Formation 
School program carried out 
four new initiatives. We trained 
146 women in the village of 
Vila Esperanca/Chimbilima in 
hygiene and health, food prepa-
ration, décor, and basic sanita-
tion. This new rural course 
location was successful because 
the community supported the 
project, our city teachers were 
prepared to stay in rural condi-
tions to help other women, and 
the timing for all was good.

We offered a course to 54 

adolescent girls in the pastor-
ate of Emaus/Sumbe in music 
education, art and decor. The 
success of this new course was 
supported by the motivation of 
the teachers and students and 
by student fee contributions. 

We trained 30 girls in the 
pastorate of Nova Galileia/
Bié in knitting, pastry-making, 
cooking and social etiquette. 
This new rural course loca-
tion was successful because 
local women offered to share 
their skills with the girls, and 
students contributed to the cost 
of materials. We trained 36 
women in the new rural forma-
tion centre in the pastorate of 

Cunje/Bié in handiwork, décor 
and cooking. Success of the 
course was associated with stu-
dents’ willingness to contribute 
to the cost of materials and with 
the instruction offered by local 
women. 

Our established centres con-
tinued to offer training in vari-
ous courses which give students 
the skills and capacities to enter 
the labour market. Our work is 
possible thanks to the financial 
and moral support received 
from AMSF every year. 

Note: In 2013, AMSF awarded 
$50,000 to the IECA Formation 
School Program.

What’s New online?
Check out the What’s New but-

ton at www.amsf.org!
You will find links to the 

Burgess and Knight Angola photo 
collections, a summary of the 
Angola Connections gathering 
in July 2013, a story told by Dr 
Betty Bridgman on video and 
more.

Then if you’d like to make a 
gift to AMSF online, click on 
the Donate button. It will take 
you directly to the AMSF page 
at CanadaHelps.org. Thank you 
from the students who will benefit 
from your gift!

IECA Formation School 
Program expands its  
outreach to rural women
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Women in the Cunje/Bié class show off their handiwork

Donations
In memory of: Dr. George & 
Phyllis Burgess, Bessie & Rev. 
Whitney Dalrymple, Verona & 
Merrill Ferguson, Dr. Sid Gil-
christ, Rev. Tom Gilchrist, Rev. J. 
Arthur Hockin, Mary MacDou-
gall, Ruth McDowell, Rev. Tom 
Okuma, Edith Radley, Kate Ruth-
erford, Rev. Arthur Steed, Fred & 
Sybol Stockey, Dr. Walter & Alice 
Strangway, Frances Walbridge 
and Cathy Ward

In honour of: Fran & Robin 
Markham, Rev. Joyce Myers-
Brown, Rev. Etta Snow for her 
friendship & for Christmas, Elea-
nor Knight for  her 93rd birthday, 
Robin Markham for his birthday 
and in honour, at Christmas, of 
Ruth Balleny, Helen Dewit, Betty 
Jerrett, Bessie Lane, Kay Pearson 
and Carol Ann Stringer. 

AMSF adheres to the Ethical 
Fundraising & Financial Account-
ability Code: http://ow.ly/qzsBe

How to donate, page 4



By Rev. Deolinda Teca
Note: Rev. Deolinda 
Teca, the new General 
Secretary of the Council 
of Christian Churches 
(CICA), is the first 
woman to be elected to 
this ecumenical leader-
ship position. Rev. Teca 
was formerly employed 
as a staff member of the Ecumenical HIV 
and AIDS Initiative in Africa (EHAIA), a 
project of the World Council of Churches. 
EHAIA is building the capacity of African 
churches and theological institutions to 
prevent the spread of HIV, provide care 
and counselling, eliminate stigma and 
discrimination, and bring healing to the 
affected communities.

I wish to report that there are 14 repeat 
scholarship recipients who have received 
another yearly award. There are 7 new 
scholarship recipients who are studying in 
postsecondary institutions in the provinces 
of Bengo, Huambo, Kwanza Sul and Uige.  
Scholarships are in the amount of either 
$1,000 or $1,500. We are grateful for the 
AMSF scholarship support which enables 
these students to increase their capacities. 
I am sending two letters of appreciation 
from scholarship students to convey the 
impact of your support.
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Isabel Christina Neves
Translation by Rev. Etta Snow

I was born on September 12, 1974 
to Neves Pedro Garcia and Isabel 
Domingos Francisco of Cazenga/ 
Luanda province. I am an orphan, 
having lost my parents. I am a 
resident of Caxito/Bengo province, 
and am a member of the Mennonite 
Community Church.

I want to very respectfully acknowledge the help and 
opportunity that have been given to me. At one time I 
was a very unhappy woman, abandoned, without re-
sources, desperate, unemployed and separated from my 
husband.  I had two biological children and two adopted 
children to support. I had a desire to become somebody 
in my society but I did not have the means to realize this 
dream. 

Seeing as God is our Father who, according to Holy 
Scripture does not abandon his children, be they orphans 
or deserted women, one day help came in the following 
way. While in conversation with my pastor, he advised 
me to contact the Council of Christian Churches to 
apply for a scholarship. I didn’t think twice and made 
the application and was accepted. I rejoiced in the grace 
God gave me in hearing my supplication and wiping 
my tears in the presence of my pastor and CICA, who 
did not leave me suffering. Here I am attending my 
third year at the Bengo Superior School of Pedagogy. 
My specialty is Psychology - a very important subject 
which has contributed to my personal and professional 
development.

Thank you very much and may God bless you.

CICA report on AMSF scholarship grant

Two Formation School students of Chimbilima thank AMSF

In thanksgiving about the women's 
training course: We members of 
I.E.C.A. in the village of Villa Espe-
ranca/Sango/Chimbilima, thank you 
greatly for the help with the Women's 
Society. We learned many things and 
we are very satisfied. It was like a 
miracle for us. It also modified our 
parish, because we were very behind 
before the course. We ask for as-
sistance from the Fund once again so 
that we don't forget what we already 
had learned. May God be with you!

— Clementina Eliseu

Introduction: In our fall 2013 newslet-
ter, Formation School Director Rev. Lucia 
wrote “We are concerned about rural women 
who need vocational training to sustain the 
livelihood of their families, to improve their 
diet to ensure the health of their children, 

and to participate in the development of their 
communities. In November 2012 we did a 
participatory needs diagnosis in the village 
of Vila Esperanca/Chimbilima This resulted 
in a pilot school for training women in 
domestic sciences skills.” AMSF funds were 

used for the participatory community needs 
assessment and to buy supplies and equip-
ment for the training. 

Below are testimonies of two participants 
in that pilot school. Translation by Maria 
Bonga

First of all, I would like to 
send you my warmest greetings 
and peace for a good day. I was 
very pleased with your arrival 
here in this area in Sango/Chim-
bilima. We were very behind 
before the studies given. God 
helped us to this date, due to 
your assistance. I and my team 
are very satisfied. I also don't 
forget to thank the Fund that 
gave us the mirror of the world. 
May God help us all.

— Galtina Pedro

Pinheiro Mukango 
Translation by Rev. Etta Snow

I am 
Pinheiro 
Antonio 
Mukango, 
son of 
Pedro Mu-
kango and 
Constancia 
Antonio, 
born on May 
17, 1971, to a disadvantaged 
family; I am a citizen of Uige 
province, Bengo municipal-
ity. For eight years, I tried but 
was unable to enroll in higher 
education because my family 
did not have the resources to 
pay the fees charged by private 
universities. Thanks to the 
scholarships I have received 
from CICA since 2011, I have 
been able to use these monies 
to pay six months worth of my 
yearly fees. I am studying Ac-
counting and Administration, 
specializing in Auditing, at the 
Superior Technical Institute of 
Angola (ISTA). I feel grate-
ful for the support of CICA 
because without it I would not 
be able to go to university.
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By Dr Peter Barss
Dr. Peter Barss MD ScD MPH 
DTM&H FRCPC FACPM, is a 
clinical faculty member with the 
University of British Columbia 
School of Population and Public 
Health. He is an international 
expert in injury prevention and 
has received many awards in-
cluding a national citation from 
the Canadian Red Cross for the 
many lives saved by research-
based prevention of water-
related injuries. Dr. Barss is a 
long-time member of AMSF.

One day as a new intern at 
the Toronto General Hospital, a 
resident doctor joined me in the 
cafeteria and introduced himself 
as Bill Milligan. He had recently 
returned from Angola, and enthu-
siastically described his experi-
ences working with Dr George 
Burgess at Dondi Hospital. 

This led to my search for a 
similar job with various or-
ganisations such as the United 
Church. The great attraction of 
Angola was the opportunity to 
provide and learn good health 
care by working with dedi-
cated senior colleagues. And so 
eventually my wife and I opted 
for Angola and spent a couple of 
weeks learning Portuguese. We 
touched down en route in Luanda 
and flew onwards in a small 
plane, landing at a remote airport 
on the central plateau of Angola. 
No one met us but we managed 
to find our way to the remote 
hospital in Chissamba. There 
Dr Betty Bridgman and many 
African staff greeted us with joy. 
Word of our coming had never 
reached them. 

We worked for two and a half 
years at Chissamba and Dondi 
Hospitals, with many visits to 
even more remote health centres. 
Our first daughter Julia, known 
locally as Nandondi (“born at 
Dondi”), was born there by the 
light of a lantern, as the genera-
tor was off at night. The work 

load was enormous and included 
high-risk obstetrics, surgery, clin-
ic work, public health, teaching 
and training. It was clear that the 
work of a few Canadian doctors 
and the many African nurses and 
midwives trained over the years 
in the rural nursing schools was 
renowned throughout the land. 
Patients endured long bus trips to 
reach the remote bush hospitals 
where they were treated with 
compassion and competency. 
There was simple accommoda-
tion for relatives, who helped 
feed and care for patients. Those 
requiring prolonged treatment for 
leprosy and tuberculosis lived in 
small adobe dwellings with an 
opportunity to grow their own 
food and raise chickens.

After further training in 
Toronto and London, England, 
CUSO sent me to head up a 
remote provincial hospital in 
Papua New Guinea. Building 
upon my experiences in Angola, 
I helped to develop a low-budget 
government hospital and associ-
ated health centres, with a food 
budget of about 10 cents per 
patient per day, which gradu-
ally rose to 20 cents. Previously 
unheard of, and initially greeted 
with considerable skepticism by 
government bureaucrats, were 
simple village-style residences of 
natural materials located a short 
walk from the hospital. Women 
awaiting a complex birth and 
patients requiring surgery or a 
boat home to their remote islands 
could stay there, along with rela-
tives. Our staff planted nutrition 
gardens to demonstrate protein 
growth foods such as ground-
nuts and beans. We collaborated 
with local churches, govern-
ment builders and the Canadian 
embassy to construct dormitories 
and classrooms for the hospital 

phase of the churches’ trainee 
community nurses.

So the influence of the An-
golan rural health system and 
training funded by Canadians 
touched the other side of the 
tropical world. Indeed, when 
my family and I departed, the 
local hospital staff in Papua New 
Guinea managed to persuade Dr 
Burgess and his wife Phyllis to 
complete the work I had begun, 
as his last long-term mission, 
after the Angolan hospitals had 
been devastated during the long 
civil war.

With these historic traditions 
of supporting low-budget and 
high impact practical training 

in Angola, the Angola Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund deserves 
serious consideration. For some 
years during the long civil war in 
Angola, the Fund concentrated 
on sending small numbers of 
professionals abroad for ad-
vanced training. In order to make 
the most of limited resources 
where they are most needed, the 
fund now concentrates on basic 
education and training within 
Angola so that many students 
and trainees can benefit from 
even modest donations. As an 
experienced public and inter-
national health professional, 
I continue to support such an 
approach. 

Why I support AMSF... and how a 
lunch in Toronto took me to Angola 

Standing L-R: Edith Radley, Rev Joyce Myers, Alice Moreira, young 
Neil Burgess, Mary MacDougall, Dr George Burgess
Sitting L-R: Martha Barss, Nandondi Barss, Dr. Peter Barss, Dr. Betty 
Bridgman, Evelyn Swan, Rev. Amy Schauffler, Phyllis Burgess  Circa 
1974, Burgess photo collection

Dr. Peter Barss, 2012, 
Harvard Alumni As-
sociation website
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

AMSF supports reconstruction of Quessua -  
Angolan United Methodist Church education centre

My husband and I first visited 
Quessua in May 2006, we had 
no idea what this Methodist 
mission station had been in the 
past. Because of the high grass 
and the danger of landmines, it 
was almost impossible to walk 
through the ruins of the station. 
The compound was the epitome 
of despair and desolation. Fortu-
nately, we were able to worship 
at the recently rebuilt Quessua 
United Methodist Church, and 
visit the high school which was 
in the process of restoration.

The partnership between the 
Florida and East Angola Confer-
ences of the United Methodist 
Church began in 2002 at the end 
of more than 25 years of civil 
war. Several years into the rela-
tionship, we felt a need to know 
our partners at a deeper level.  
With that in mind, our next trip 
to Angola (2009) was to serve 
as missionaries for a year. This 
allowed us to get to know our 
partners better and provided op-
portunities to teach and connect. 
We were also able to facilitate 
visits for United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) 
teams from the Florida Confer-

ence who continued the recon-
struction of Quessua.

Much has happened in the 
12 years of relationship as the 
compound is rebuilt. One by 
one several buildings have been 
restored, starting with the church 
and followed by the high school, 
the School of Theology, the par-
sonage, a boarding house, and 
the dining hall. 

At present, the Florida 
Conference is supporting the 
reconstruction of a former 
boarding house to provide 
better living conditions for 60 
boys who currently occupy an 
overcrowded dorm. Once the 
dorm is completely renovated, 
the mission will be able to move 
the young men there and invite 
young women to stay and study 
in the existing boarding house. 
Students staying at the boarding 
house come mostly from rural 
areas in the provinces of Lunda 
Norte, Lunda Sul, Moxico and 
Kuando Kubango. Some of them 
are orphans. 

The work is far from com-
plete but financial contributions 
from partners and supporters 
are making the dream a reality. 

This year, with a $5,625 grant 
given by AMSF, we will have 
the $11,000 needed to install the 
dormitory’s windows and doors. 

What’s happening in Ques-
sua, Angola reminds me of the 
people of Israel in the time of 
Nehemiah when they "strength-
ened their hands for the good 
work" of rebuilding the wall 
around the city of Jerusalem. In 
Quessua too, many people are 
partnering to bring the mission 
back to full service: the children 
and youth of the boarding house, 

the adults who were educated 
in Quessua before the war, the 
missionaries on site, the former 
missionaries and their families, 
and the volunteers from United 
Methodist Conferences in the 
United States.  All of them 
together, one stone at a time, are 
bringing Quessua back to life 
from the devastation caused by 
the war. 

The story of Quessua will 
forever speak to the unifying 
and transforming power of Jesus 
Christ!

Before and after photos of Quessua boys’ boarding school residence

By Icel Rodriguez
Mrs. Icel Rodriguez is originally from Cuba.  She 
is the Director of Global Missions for the Florida 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Icel 
oversees the global relationships the Florida Con-
ference has with East Angola, Cuba and Haiti. She 
also has oversight of missionary support, United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission and Advance Specials. As part of 
her work, Icel spent a year in Quessua, a mission station of the East 
Angola United Methodist Church. Her husband, Rev. Armando Ro-
driguez and her daughter, Amanda Bosch, joined her in this endeavor. 
Icel and her husband presently live in Tallahassee where Armando is 
the pastor at John Wesley UMC. Icel Rodriguez is the newest member 
of AMSF.


