
Luis Samacumbi, a prominent lay church leader 
and emerging Angolan author. 

Luis Samacumbi is well known to AMSF in his former 
role as executive director of DASEP, the social 
development branch of the Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola (IECA). DASEP is one of AMSF’s 
longstanding in-country partners. AMSF relied on Luis 
Samacumbi to provide excellent AMSF-funded project 
reports. 

Luis Samacumbi now works as a program specialist for 
gender issues at UNFPA - United Nations Population 
Fund, in Angola. He is a frequent guest speaker at 
IECA special events, serves as a consultant to former 
DASEP and IECA colleagues, and is presently assisting 
with the AMSF-funded Project Courage. The Courage 
project involves the construction of a school in an 
underserved community and is sponsored by the IECA 
young adults’ society, of which Luis is a longstanding 
member. 

Luis Samacumbi was caught up in the Angolan civil war 
as a child soldier1. For many years his friends and 
colleagues encouraged him to write about his 
remarkable life journey from the suffering of war to his 
work for peace and reconstruction through Angolan 
church and NGO channels. Luis began writing his 
memoirs in 2010. He self-published them in Portuguese 
in the book, Pilares de Sucesso/Pillars of Success in 
2012. Luis created his own publishing company, Livros 
Olohengo /Angolan Wild Plum Books in order to 
obtain an ISBN number and to thus enter the official 
international registry of books. 

Luis Samacumbi attributes his resilient success in part 
to a series of extraordinary Angolan mentors. One of 
the most important to him is Rev. Jose Belo Chipenda, 

                                                        

1	  Note:	  for	  an	  article	  on	  Samacumbi’s	  childhood	  see	  Relative	  Values	  by	  Ann	  McFerran	  in	  The	  Sunday	  Times,	  
February	  24,	  2008.	  	  http://globalministries.org/news/africa/relative-values-Samacumbi.html	  
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K.Sul Provinces) LS photo collection 



an elder statement of IECA. Luis Samacumbi’s second 
self-published book is a biography, in Portuguese, of 
Rev Chipenda2, which is entitled Construindo 
Pontes/Building Bridges. This book was launched in 
late 2012 in Lobito, the present home community of 
Rev Chipenda. The launch which honoured Rev. 
Chipenda was attended by government representatives 
and received national media attention. 

Luis Samacumbi is now working on 2 more books. He 
has completed the first draft of a book reflecting on the 
faith that can sustain us in turbulent times. Its title is A 
fé além do impossível/ A faith beyond the impossible. 
The cover page image is of the sea parting before the 
person of faith 

Luis Samacumbi has also nearly completed a book on 
the life of the first Ochimbundu woman ordained by 
IECA, Rev. Ilda Valerio. It is entitled O farol de 
esperança/ The lighthouse of hope. As Luis writes in 
his introduction Rev. Ilda has been another important 
mentor to him. She has also become a mother to him 
following the sudden death of his own mother in his 
early adulthood. 

Luis Samacumbi’s writings are valuable resources for 
Angolan educational institutions ranging from 
seminaries, to church-run schools, to universities. Luis 
Samacumbi’s writings are also of interest to academics 
and friends of Angola in North America and elsewhere. 

AMSF has supported Luis Samacumbi through a 
contribution to the printing costs of 3 of his books, from 
a gift designated in memory of Dr. George Burgess. 
George Burgess had worked closely with Luis 
Samacumbi, then director of DASEP, on the 
administration of the Rotary International Phase I & II 
project to fund the start up of 10 IECA health clinics, 
                                                        

2  Note: Rev Jose Chipenda’s wife, Eva Chipenda has written her memoirs in an English book entitled The 
Visitor: An African Woman’s Story of Travel and Discovery. It was published in 1996 by the World Council of 
Churches as Volume 73 of the Risk Book Series. 
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from 2003-2006 and 2007-2010.  

Books are very expensive in Angola, up to 200% of 
Canadian prices. The AMSF print grants are making 
Luis’ Samacumbi’s books financially accessible to 
Angolan readers. 

Luis Samacumbi’s books can be obtained directly from 
him at airiluis30@gmail.com.The book Construindo 
Pontes can be obtained in North America through 
AMSF members Jean Burgess and Rev. Joyce Myers 
Brown at <burgess.jean5@gmail.com>.   
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