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In 2010 the Executive of the Women’s Society 
chose to use our $40,000 grant for training

• 66 women in cooking and decoration in the 
Bailundu region

• a larger number of women in cooking and 
decoration in new schools in the Cunene and 
Kuando Kubango regions  

• 34 women as community development 
agents

• 4 women as trainers for the Bailundu area
• 1 woman in advanced English
This budget reflects the decision to set up 

courses in new communities and to prioritize 
leadership training. 

The Women’s Society is committed to effec-

tive and accountable administration. Recently its 
director, Rev Lucia Chitula, visited the Forma-
tion Schools scattered throughout central and 
southern Angola to Continued on page 3

CICA awards 
15 scholarships

The Angolan Council of Chris-
tian Churches (CICA) awarded 
AMSF-funded scholarships to 15 
students

In 2010 AMSF provided a 
grant of $20,000 to CICA for post 
secondary scholarships. CICA, a 
national ecumenical church coun-
cil, selected 15 scholarship recipi-
ents. The students’ areas of study 
include Accounting, Architecture, 
Computer Science-Information 
Engineering, Financial Manage-
ment, International Relations, 
Law, Medicine, Mechanical 
Engineering, Nursing, Philosophy, 
Psychology/Mental Health, and 
Theology. 

Eleven of the students at-
tend universities in the capital of 
Luanda and one each attends a 
university in the cities of Malan-
ge, Namibe, Lobito and Cabinda. 
CICA is striving to increase 
scholarship support to students 
attending regional universities.  
CICA hopes that increased access 
to higher education outside of the 
national capitol might encourage 
talented youth to remain in their 
home regions.

AMSF 2010 grant to IECA 
Formation Schools
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Students in the Cooking and Decorating classes Photos by Rev Lucia Chitula

Students listen intently during a training session

Background: In 2009 the Women’s Society of IECA (Evangelical Congregational Church of Angola) 
organized a several day review of its successful and popular Formation School program. It offers 
courses ranging from cooking to computers, and from decoration to English. At that time the Soci-
ety’s executive, in consultation with Formation School staff and volunteers, improved the school’s 
administrative structure and committed to offering courses in new communities. The meeting also 
prioritized leadership development.

Donations
In memory of: Keith Brown, 
Jean & Keith Brown, Dr. George 
Burgess, Bessie & Whitney 
Dalrymple, Dr. Veazie Markham, 
Rev. Murray MacInnes, Rev. & 
Mrs. Murray MacInnes, Edith 
Radley,  Lloyd Schaad, Warren & 
Mabel Snow, Nancy Tolley, Fran-
ces Walbridge, Ralph & Amelia 
Wilson.         Continued on page 4

How to donate, page 4



www.angolamsf.org Page 2Spring 2011

In October 2010, I visited Angola for two 
weeks in a partnership between the Illinois 
Conference of the United Church of Christ 
and the Evangelical Congregational Church 
of Angola (IECA).  I had first been to Angola 
as part of an Illinois Conference visit in Au-
gust 2005. This 2010 trip had an educational 
theme.

A little background may be helpful.  In 
September of 2009, I fulfilled a dream of 30 
years and swam across the English Channel.  
My swim provided an opportunity to raise 
money to build a school in Waku Kungo, 
a project chosen by IECA.  One year, and 
$80,000 later, I traveled to Waku Kungo 
for the official dedication ceremony of the 
“Osikola yo IECA Rev. Mike Solberg, Waku 
Kungo” (The Reverend Mike Solberg Evan-
gelical School, Waku Kungo).  I had asked 
them not to name the school after me, but 
they replied that it wasn’t up to me!

I began my trip in Luanda, visiting several 
of the IECA/DASEP schools.  Millions of 
people in Luanda live in dreadful conditions, 
with little education or health care, spotty 
electricity, and no running water or sanita-
tion system.  Many of these people moved 
to Luanda for safety during the civil war. 
Luanda is still attracting new residents, as 
there is the perception of economic pos-
sibility in the city.  IECA/DASEP now has 
73 schools throughout the country, many of 
them in these “bairros” of Luanda.  Of the 
73, 62 are “authorized”- with government 
funded teachers. The four schools I visited 
amazed me. They provide real educational 
and economic opportunities to children who 
would otherwise have severely limited op-
tions for the future. However, in over 100 
square miles of agonizing urban poverty, the 
need is almost limitless.

After Luanda I visited schools in Lobito, 
Benguela, Huambo, and Dondi.  We were 
able to drive between all these cities as roads 
have greatly improved. It was wonderful to 
see the varying landscapes - the coastal flat 
lands, the hills to the west, and the central 
highlands.  The rains had begun, and the 
landscape was green and beautiful.

A week later, we arrived in Waku Kungo, 
a town of about 40,000, located 250 miles 
SW of the capital.  With a large government 

Mike and colleagues at the dedication of the school

Rev Mike Solberg’s swim creates a school
Rev Mike Solberg of the United Church of 
Christ reports on a tour of the educational 
work of the Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola, one of our AMSF field 
partners.

agricultural school, an Israeli training farm, 
and large areas of good land and its location 
on the road between Luanda and Huambo, 
Waku Kungo shows great promise. If Angola 
is able to make its agricultural industry 
vibrant again, the surrounding area will be 
important to that work.  Educational opportu-
nities for elementary age children, however, 
are still not good.  Even after the addition of 
around 500 seats in the new school, thou-
sands will remain without access to classes.  
That is still typical in Angola and is the 
reason that education is the top social pro-
gram priority for IECA/DASEP. In a phrase I 
heard repeated several times during my trip, 
education is what will empower Angolans to 
become true citizens of their country.

Mike braves the English Channel and raises 
$80,000 to construct a school.

While in Lobito, I heard an impassioned 
impromptu speech by Rev. José Chipenda, 
the former general secretary of IECA.  He 
spoke about how IECA was at the forefront 
of the drive for independence in the 50s 
and 60s, because of its great emphasis on 
education.  Rev Chipenda was making a self-
governance and self-sufficiency argument.  
The people must be actively involved in the 
leadership of the church, and of the country. 

How would I compare Angola between 
my 2005 and my 2010 visits? The roads 
are in better shape, with no small benefit to 
economic life.  There is stunning economic 
development in downtown Luanda. Dozens 
of 20-30 story buildings are under construc-
tion for offices and condos.  However my 
perception is that the tremendous economic 
“growth” (based on factors such as GDP) is 
accumulating to a very small portion of the 
population.  With civil war just nine years in 
the past, Angolans are asking “How can we 
pursue justice, while being sure to keep the 
peace?”  This type of reflection weaves into 
the focus on the first tasks of worshipping 
God and serving their neighbour (truly seen 
as ONE task in IECA). 

The source of the photos, and Rev Sol-
berg’s blog about the Waku Kungo school 
fundraising project, is http://swimmikeswim.
blogspot.com/.



While unconnected with 
AMSF projects, readers may be 
interested to learn about a 4-day 
conference organized by our 
field partner DASEP, the social 
development arm of the Evan-
gelical Congregational Church 
of Angola. The unique exchange 
among generations was held last 
December in Huambo to explore 
the role of youth in the develop-
ment of Angola.

In total, 225 youth delegates 
from 18 provinces attended. 
They represented various church 
denominations, youth wings of political parties 
and NGOs such as People living with HIV/ AIDs. 
Outstanding national leaders from government, 
church and media sectors presented on topics 
such as the historical role of the church in the 

education and development of 
the nation, the role of women in 
development and leadership and 
the nature of media and its influ-
ence on youth. 

After the discussions and 
debates, the youth delegates 
created a Conclusions and 
Recommendations document to 
describe and guide their input 
into national development priori-
ties that affect both youth and the 
nation as a whole. One proposal 
that emerged was to open a slot 
for ecumenical programming on 

national public television.
The delegates then committed to personal fol-

low up and to share their learning with their home 
communities with the goal of determining next 
steps in education and action at the local level. 
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Youth socializing with music after church Photo by Jean Burgess

Historic ecumenical youth conference 

At the conference, Rev José 
Chipenda discussed leading by 
example. His wife Eva shared 
her experience as the partner of 
an international church leader. 

Photo by Nancy Henderson 
James  

By Jeanne Wolfe
AMSF regional rep, Ottawa

Why do I support AMSF? It’s 
all because of my sister, Edith 
Radley. Her whole family was 
so excited and pleased when she 

decided to 
be a public 
health nurse 
and then went 
to work in 
Angola. We 
were so proud 
of her and 
supported 
her as much 
as possible. 

She was always so cheery, even 
when things were going badly in 
Angola or wherever. 

Edith was always aware of oth-
er people’s needs. I never recall 
her being angry. She always got 
the best out of people. I remem-
ber the great time we had visiting 
in Zaire. The Angolan refugees 
there who knew her called her 
“The Laughing Lady”. 

I admire the terrific work done 
by all the missionaries -- Betty 
Bridgman and the Knights and 
the Collins, and everyone. So 
because of Edith and her work 
in Angola, I remain interested in 
AMSF’s current efforts.

Editor’s note: Edith Radley 
was a United Church medical 
missionary to Angola and Zaïre 
from 1946 to 1981. In recogni-
tion of her work, she received the 
Order of Canada.

Why I support AMSF

Jeanne Wolfe

Edith Radley

Continued from page 1
review progress and discuss any concerns. She 
shared her tour report with AMSF Corresponding 
Secretary Rev Etta Snow, providing a unique and 
transparent level of interim reporting. In donating 
to the Formation School Program, AMSF is sup-
porting a model of organizational integrity and 
competence. This model provides an inspiring 
and informative example of how Angola’s post-
war society is healing itself from wartime moral, 
social, and physical destruction. 

Rev Etta Snow recently received an encourag-
ing progress report on the Formation Schools’ 
projects:

• 30 women have completed 2 phases of 

the community development training program 
Mulheres para a transformação (Women for 
transformation). The next phase of the training is 
a field placement.

• Courses in cooking, pastry making and deco-
ration have been completed by 60 women in Cu-
nene region, 200 women in the Kuando Kubango 
region and 112 women in the Kwanza Sul region. 
These courses use local resources and include 
instruction in hygiene and health, administration 
and service etiquette. Their purpose is to equip 
women with skills to start their own businesses. 
There is a good market for cooked meals, pastry 
items and décor services for social and official 
events in towns and cities.



Education is life. Therefore Africa must, 
over the next years, work towards securing its 

future by deliberately 
investing in its people 
through better education, 
training and mentoring.

Africa needs to 
implement a kind of 
education that seeks to 
empower people and 
encourage change by 
investing in citizenship 
training so that people 
can be not just inhabit-
ants of our continent, but 

citizens, contributing to and benefiting from 
our societies. It is necessary for people to play 
an active part in shaping Africa's future by 

their own participation in all aspects of moving 
the continent forward. We can only have real 
change in Africa, we can only have lasting 
social and spiritual transformation, if we invest 
in education. We must invest especially in our 
children and youth, but also in adults whose 
lives can still become fuller through education. 
As the eye allows light to come into the body, 
the mind allows light to stimulate our souls.

 In my own country, Angola, we continue to 
try to recover from the bitter legacy of the colo-
nial mindset toward education… [Our colonial-
ists] understood that lack of education was a 
method of control and that a good education 
is the beginning of change. We need to ensure 
that our children get a good education that will 
equip them well to be agents of positive change 
and leadership that gets results.
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at 
www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also 
be sent to your AMSF Regional Representative, 
whose addresses may be found on the AMSF 
website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations 
may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor 
Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.
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Continued from page 1
In honour of: Mrs. James 
Balleny, Marylou & Roger 
Bradley for their 40th an-
niversary, Fred Brancel & 
Mary Ann Litwiller, Dr. 
Betty Bridgman to recognize 
her work over the years, 
Mrs. Helen DeWit, Mrs. 
Eric Jerrett, Eleanor Knight 
for her 90th birthday, Ruth 

McDowell for her 96th birth-
day, Helen Buckler, Beatrice 
Sproule Killey in honour 
of her friendship with Flora 
Ervin, Robin Markham for 
his birthday, Kay Pearson, 
Rev Etta Snow on being 
made Minister Emerata to 
Humbervale United Church, 
Lillian Taylor for her 90th 
birthday.

Luis Samacumbi

Steve Gilchrist
AMSF Investment Committee chair

AMSF member George Burgess 
had strongly promoted accumulat-
ing $300,000 in investments. At a 
5% return, we could generate about 
$15,000 each year toward our annual 
disbursements. Other members and 
donors have shared George’s vision, 
and the fund has grown fast, now 
sitting at $450,000.  About $35,000 of 
that is in a special U.S. denominated 
account named for its benefactors.  
We’ve had other legacy donations 
which were directed to the larger 
Canadian denominated fund. 

This year we will begin contribut-
ing to disbursements from the invest-
ment portfolio.  We anticipate being 
able to contribute $20,000 without 
affecting the capital amount.  That 
leaves enough to counteract the ef-
fects of inflation, and we do not have 
to set aside anything for taxes because 
we have tax-free charitable status.

Members who wish to donate 
shares which have increased in value 
since you purchased them should be 
aware that donating those shares “in 
kind” to the portfolio, rather than 
selling the shares and donating cash, 
is much more beneficial in terms of 
your taxes. You do not have to pay 
capital gains tax, but can state your 
donation at the purchase price of the 
shares.  AMSF can sell them if appro-
priate, and realize a capital gain, but 
will not have to pay any capital gains 
tax either because we are a tax-free 
entity.

My thanks go to the members of 
our Investment Committee - John 
Rogers, Glenn Malcolm, John Hart 
and Etta Snow. 

AMSF’s investment 
portfolio is doing well

Youth at the Waku Kungo school Photo courtesy of http://swimmikeswim.blogspot.com/

Leadership in Africa: 
A call for a positive change
Last September, DASEP director Luis Samacumbi wrote a paper by that name. As a can-
didate for the Associates of the Archbishop Tutu Fellowship, the paper was a requirement. 
Here is a short version of his thoughts.


