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 AMSF member Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown, and a close friend 
and missionary colleague of 
Etta, had the painful responsibil-
ity of sharing the news of Etta’s 
unexpected death with Etta’s 
dear friends and colleagues in the 
IECA church in Angola. These 
are some of the responses from 
Angola shared by Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown at Etta’s funeral in 
Toronto.

• In a phone call from Etta’s 
closest friend/“daughter”/ Leon-
tina Namueca (who spearheaded 
the drive to rebuild the Lutamo 
Domestic Sciences School with 
faithful backing from Etta) 
heartbreaking sobs spoke more 
than words. (Leontina had been 
an outstanding teacher in the Lu-
tamo Domestic Sciences School 
when Etta was its Director.) 

• Luis Samacumbi (Director 
of Resource Mobilization & In-
stitutional Development, IECA) 
wrote, “Rev. Etta Snow was a 
Christian woman who through-
out her life dedicated herself to 
the Gospel, cultivating good & 
peace with justice. “Ndembeleki” 
(Consoler, Comforter) as Rev. 
Etta was called while working 
in Angola as a missionary, was a 
good person & praise be to God 
for her extraordinary life!”

• Rev. André Cangovi, 
General Secretary of IECA, in 
a special communication to all 
its members as well as to sister 
churches and friends through-
out all Angola wrote, “We have 
the painful duty of announcing 
the death of IECA’s Pastor and 
Missionary in Angola for more 
than 23 years, the Reverend Etta 
Snow . . . She returned to Angola 
various times, the last being for a 
month in October 2014. We were 
dreaming that she could return 
one more time to re-inaugurate 
the Domestic Sciences School of 
Lutamo, a project she had dedi-
cated herself to body and soul in 
the last years of her life, and that 

already has more than 30 young 
women studying the art of liv-
ing, of becoming self-employed 
entrepreneurs and of building 
sustainable families . . . IECA is 
indebted to Rev. Etta for her love 
and dedication to the Angolan 
people. She loved us and we’ll 
always remember the words she 
shared with us so often, “Ongeva 
yalua muele, ndi kuete lene”!  “I 
miss you all so much”. I ask all 

IECA congregations to dedicate 
a time of prayer & thanksgiv-
ing to God for the life of Rev. 
Etta Snow during worship April 
3, 2016.May God console the 
family, the Church in Angola and 

in Canada, and have compassion 
on us all in this hour of sorrow 
and profound “saudade” (missing 
and longing).” Note: Dedicated 
memorial services were also held 
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Young Etta’s mother gradu-
ated from the Lutamo Vocation 
School and named her daugh-
ter after Etta Snow.

Above, Etta approaches the 
ruins of the Lutamo Domestic 
Sciences School in 2009.
Right, the completed school in 
2016.

Etta is gifted with a goat when visiting a community church near 
Lutamo in 2014. On her left is Lutamo colleague Leontina Namu-
eca. On her right are her hosts Rev Adelaide Catanha and her 
husband Rev Fernando Catanha.



in many Angolan communities on 
May 9th.

• Rev. Ana Vongula, (Direc-
tor Women’s Ministries, IECA) 
wrote  “It’s not easy dealing with 
the notice of the death of this 
great and humble servant of God 
. . .Tell her family and all that 
we cry with “saudades” in the 
certainty that we did not lose her 
because she never belonged to us. 
She was just doing what God had 
sent her to do. May her soul rest 
in peace. In the name of all the 
women of IECA & in my own 
name - Tears follow your legacy.  
Good-bye, Ndembeleki.”

• Rev. Adelaide Catanha, 
(Director of the Emanuel Semi-
nary of Dondi) and close friend 
wrote ”I have known Rev. Etta 
Snow since 1968 when I was a 
student at Lutamo, Evangelical 
Mission of Dondi and she has 
always been the same -- loving, 
God-fearing, active, humble, with 
a spirit of sharing, and so many 
other gifts. I can only cry for our 
beloved mother and teacher . . . I 
just spoke with her by phone on 
March 26 when, even with poor 
health, she was still hoping to 
join us for the re-inauguration of 
the Escola Domestica on April 
25 . . . 

• Rev. Adriano Santos, a 
senior IECA pastor wrote “Our 
lives pass like a dream and we 
who knew these great heroes of 
the faith, Rev. Ricardo Epal-
anga (recently deceased General 
Secretary Emeritus of IECA) and 
Rev. Etta Snow, we still remem-
ber their smiles. While small, I 
saw Rev. Etta Snow in Lutamo 
driving a Volkswagen that we 
commonly called ‘Okambeu’ 
(Little turtle).  Very dynamic & 
talking Umbundu at a level many 
Angolans do not speak. Just think 
of it -- a person who leaves her 
land to live in Angola so many 
years, for the love of evangelical 
education of the Angolan! How 
good it would be if we Angolans 
could develop this love for souls 
in our own homes, neighbor-
hoods, cities of our beloved An-

gola. I believe this would be the 
best way to mourn these heroes 
of the faith. May God increase 
our religious fervour. So let us 
continue the legacy left by our 
leaders in memory.” 

• Rev. Deolinda Teca, (Secre-
tary General of CICA) wrote “On 
behalf of the Council of Christian 
Churches in Angola and on my 
own behalf, allow us to express 
condolences to the family and 
our deep feelings of sorrow. We 
bow before the memory of such 
an illustrious Servant of God, 
companion & friend.  For all 
who are feeling the impact of the 
physical absence of Rev. Etta, 
may it be that they can feel the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, the 
great Comforter. 

• Joana Vemba, CICA staff 
person wrote, “It is with pain & 
sorrow that we learned of the 
passing away of one who had 
been, and always will be, a living 
reference/model for many Ango-
lans. The Church, the family, so-
ciety, have lost a great figure. We 
send the whole Christian family 
our deepest condolences”.

• Rev. Idalina Sitanela, pastor 
in Lisbon, Portugal & dear friend, 
wrote “Thanksgiving to God for 

her wonderful life.  We are left 
with the fruits of her work and 
the love she had for us all  . . . 
My tears flow for my friend and 
parent, our beloved Rev. Etta 
Snow...

• Joyce also received a phone 
call from Dr. Cornelio Caley, 
the Angolan Secretary of State 
for Culture, IECA member and 
friend in which he conveyed 
condolences and expressed 

thanksgiving to God for the life 
of “our sister and mentor, Rev. 
Etta Snow”.  Dr Caley ended his 
call singing Suku a kale kumue 
lene hu . . . God be ever with you 
‘til we meet again. May God light 
your way ‘til we meet again.
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Etta meets a staff member at the leprosarium she knew many 
years earlier.

ETTA SNOW  
continued from previous side

Etta, with her hostess Rev Delfina Nachihembe on her left, meets with IECA staff and residents of 
Dondi’s former leprosy community, 2009.

See http://angolamsf.org/ 
esnow.html for several ar-
ticles on Etta’s life of service. 


