
January 2015: There is much hope and happiness to share 
with all stakeholders involved in building the school in the 
remote area of Amboiva. Eighty percent of the project has been 
executed and the project team is highly motivated. Wooden 
frames are being installed on doors and windows, and the 
pavement is laid. We lost two hundred thousand kwanzas (US$ 
2,000) with the carpenter who did not finish his task. A correc-
tive measure was immediately taken by contracting the Alumi-
num Company to provide doors. 

By Luis Samacumbi, Volunteer 
coordinator
Editor’s note: In 2013, AMSF 
contributed a matching grant for 
the construction of an elementary 
school in the under-served Ango-
lan community of Amboiva. This 
project was sponsored by the Joyce 
Young Adults’ Society of IECA. 

ANGOLA MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

HELPING THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA SINCE 1971

By Barbara (Schaad) Rogers 
and John Rogers

Methodism is alive on the 
Quessua mission station after 
100 years of connecting with 
the people of Angola. 

In October of 2014, my 
husband John and I had the 
privilege of travelling to 
Quessua, where I grew up. We 
joined a short-term work team 
from The Florida United Meth-

odist Church.  The trip was like 
returning home, to see what 
was left of the once dynamic 
mission.  My brother, David 
Schaad, and his wife Ruthie, 
joined us there.  Together we 
drove around to see what the 
former missionaries had built. 
Many of the buildings, schools, 
homes, and hospital were de-
stroyed during the 30-year civil 
war.  My former home was now 

uninhabitable.  Basic church 
education and health services to 
the surrounding villages have 

Your Donations 
From 2014 At Work
$20,000 for post secondary 
scholarships, to CICA
$40,000 for the Women’s For-
mation School program, to IECA
$5,000 for the Dondi Residen-
tial life skills/ marriage prepara-
tion Program, to IECA
$5,625 for a new library in 
Quessua, to the E. Angola United 
Methodist Conference 
$10,425 (designated gifts) for 
the Project Courage School, to 
IECA
$6,000 (designated gifts) for 
the Lutamo Domestic Sciences 
School, to IECA

Progress on  
Project Courage School
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Barbara and John Rogers

Donations
In memory of: Dr. George & 
Phyllis Burgess, Rev. Merrill & 
Verona Ferguson, Dr. Sidney Gil-
christ, The Gilchrist Family, Dr. 
Allen Knight, Mary Pyne, Kate 
Rutherford, Lillian Taylor and 
Frances Walbridge.

In honour of: Eleanor Knight, 
Robin Markham and Rev. Etta 
Snow. 

AMSF adheres to the Ethical 
Fundraising & Financial Account-
ability Code: http://ow.ly/qzsBe

How to donate, page 4

Glossary
AMSF: Angola Memorial Schol-
arship Fund
CICA: Council of Christian 
Churches of Angola
IECA: Evangelical Congrega-
tional Church of Angola

Continued on page 4

Return to Quessua

IECA elementary school in Amboiva nears completion

Continued on page 3



By Rev Etta Snow
Note: Rev Etta Snow, a former 
United Church of Canada mis-
sionary to Angola, is past Presi-
dent and current Corresponding 
Secretary of AMSF.

In October of 2014, I enjoyed 
a wonderful return to my beloved 
Angola. The occasion was to be 
a momentous one: the 100th an-
niversary of the inception of the 
Dondi mission where I began my 
Christian education missionary 
work 60 years ago. Big cel-
ebrations were planned and the 
United Church of Canada was 
invited. Since I would be there, 
the United Church asked me to 
deliver their greetings in person 
along with a letter from Modera-
tor Rev. Gary Paterson. 

Unfortunately my visa arrived 
four days after the ceremony 
had taken place! The organizers 
assured me that my late arrival 
would only extend the celebra-
tions. I would be representing all 
the missionaries they had known, 
belatedly joining over 50,000 
others in this momentous Jubilee.

Upon landing in Luanda, I 
met with a large gathering of 
the IECA Women’s Society 
following the Sunday morning 
church service at Boa Esperanca. 
I delivered greetings to both 
gatherings from the Modera-
tor, my own church, and former 
missionaries. Shortly thereafter I 
was driven upcountry. My arrival 
in Lutamo was a homecoming 
warm, and precious. Hugs, tears, 
and songs greeted me from for-
mer colleagues, including Dona 
Leontina Adelino who succeeded 
me as director of the original Lu-
tamo Vocational School decades 
ago. Around 30 girls from the 
AMSF-funded Dondi life skills 
residential program, founded by 
Dona Leontina during the civil 
war years, walked 10 km to add 
their joyous greetings.

I was invited to preach almost 
daily for the 11 days I was in 

the Dondi-Lutamo area. At one 
service there were 195 children, 
134 young people, 181 women 
and 96 men. I usually preached 
in Umbundu. That particularly 
impressed the children. 

When I visited some of the 
village centers near Lutamo that 
were an integral part of the Don-
di Mission in the 60’s and 70’s, 
I was amazed that many folk 
remembered me. One dear soul 
took me to a dilapidated house, 
walls still standing, pointed out 
a room and said, “that’s where 
you slept on your camp cot”. In 
each village, my hosts and I were 
greeted by crowds of people, 

singing and clapping as they es-
corted us to their church for mid-
week services that could last two 
hours. I was deeply impressed by 
the faith, leadership qualities and 
commitment of these dedicated 
men and women. 

In addition to the overwhelm-
ing welcome everywhere I 
travelled there were many other 
highlights. I witnessed the near 
completion of the Lutamo 
vocational school that will be 
ready to accept students, both 
girls and boys, in September. 
This is my favourite AMSF 
project, to which many of you 
contributed during my ministe-

rial service diamond anniversary 
year in 2012. My discussions 
with Dondi Emmanuel Semi-
nary students were stimulating 
and challenging.  I had a tour of 
their library, to which AMSF has 
contributed, and noticed that it 
had only a few books on their 
own Heroes and Heroines of the 
Faith. I donated a number of cop-
ies of each of four biographies of 
IECA church leaders, authored 
by Luis Samacumbi (AMSF has 
contributed to the printing of 
these biographies.)

From Dondi I was driven to 
Lobito where one of my first 
visits was to the IECA model 
kindergarten in Canata. It was 
lovely to see the joy on the 
children’s faces (around 300) 
as they reveled in this learning 
environment to which AMSF 
has contributed over the years, 
and to celebrate its success with 
its founding director Dona Eva 
Chipenda. I then had an informa-
tive meeting with local church 
women.  They raised concerns 
about the numbers of teenage 
girls getting pregnant without 
due responsibility from would-
fathers. Other concerns included 
drugs and AIDS in the schools. 
Daily survival was another im-
portant topic. Many people live 
below the poverty line, and are 
denied basic human rights. I was 
to meet with the IECA Forma-
tion School leaders who are 
addressing these socio-economic 
issues with adult and youth skills 
training programs (to which 
AMSF contributes) but was un-
able to due to a temporary health 
concern. 

Back in Luanda before my 
flight home, I had discussions 
with church leaders about the 
challenges they face from large 
socio-economic changes. Even 
though church membership is on 
the rise and churches are filled to 
capacity, trained leadership con-
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2014 trip to Angola – 60 years after beginning 
my Christian Education mission work 

Rev Etta Snow with Rev Adelaide Catanha before a service.

Rev. Etta Snow donating books to Emmanuel Seminary students, 
Dondi

Continued on page 3

Rev. Etta 
Snow's An-
niversary 
Trip to An-
gola
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been drastically reduced.
We were able to see the pro-

grams supported by AMSF, the 
World Division of the United 
Methodist Church, Florida Con-
ference, the Friends of Quessua, 
and the Government of Angola.  
Quessua has an active Church 
and Seminary Program, and a 
Domestic Science Program for 
the wives of the seminarians 
and local village women.  The 
current Angolan government 
has built an agricultural school, 
a new elementary school, and 
a medical clinic there. All of 
this points to a strong future for 
Quessua.

AMSF has supported the 
growth of the Quessua mission 
with matching grant donations 
to the Eastern Angola United 
Methodist Conference for two 
projects. One grant of $4,000 
was for the doors and windows 
of the new Quessua boys’ 
dorm. The other, of $13,034, 
was to supply the new library 
in the dormitory. The library 
will serve students in Quessua 
and the surrounding communi-
ties. Because the dorm is still 
under construction, only the 
textbooks and computers have 
been purchased. I assisted in 
cataloguing the books. A storm 
damaged the roof of the dorm 
two days before our arrival. 
This has delayed the opening of 
the library.

The “Friends of Quessua,” a 
group of former alumni of the 
mission schools, drove from 
Luanda to meet with our team. 
In the group are government 
officials and other dignitar-
ies who have had a powerful 
influence on many projects and 
future planning in Quessua. The 
following priorities were agreed 
by the Friends of Quessua:

1. Re-building Quessua to its 
former status: homes, voca-
tional schooling, middle school, 
high school, dormitories, roads, 
water system, and agricultural 
program.  A highlight of the 
group’s meeting was a call 

from a government minister. He 
committed to make necessary 
reparations, totaling about $25 
million! 

2. Upgrading and provid-
ing for a central managed and 
maintained water system 

3. Making future large 
purchases in Luanda where the 
selection is much greater and 
the prices more reasonable than 
in nearby city of Malange

4. Addressing the difficulty in 
obtaining visas for Angola. As 
an outcome of this discussion, 
our group had the privilege 
of meeting with the Minister 
of Territorial Administration, 
in Luanda.  He made a com-
mitment to facilitate the visa 
process by providing perma-
nent-temporary visas for future 
teams.

5. Removing storm-damaged 
trees from the main road, 
painting the remaining trees a 
decorative white at the base.

This trip was a very empow-
ering one for the group and the 
community of Quessua at large.  
Contributions from the Florida 
Conference, AMSF, the Friends 
of Quessua, and the Angolan 
government are supporting a 
robust re-development of the 
Quessua Mission.

Barbara (Schaad) Rogers, a 
retired Certified Nurse Midwife, 
is currently on the AMSF Board 
of Directors. Her parents, 
Margaret and Loyd Schaad, 
were Methodist Missionaries at 
the Quessua Mission Station for 
twenty years. 

John Rogers, a retired 
professional electrical engineer 
and educator, currently chairs 
the AMSF Investment Commit-
tee. 

The “Friends of Quessua,” a 
group of former alumni of the 
mission schools.

RETURN TO QUESSUA  
continued from page one

Adapted from reports by Formation School Program Director Rev 
Ana Vongula

I am happy to report that we have launched a pilot of our Forma-
tion School outreach program to girls and girl mothers. This has 
begun with vacation classes in baking and decor; 43 girls and 7 boys 
have been introduced to marketable skills, have learned how to work 
as a team, and acquired other social skills. There have also been 
sessions on personal and spiritual development. Classes occurred on 
holiday breaks. Program leaders made visits to students’ homes to 
glean feedback from children and parents; they introduced, where 
appropriate, the IECA weekly Family Bible Study Guide, and offered 
tips on supporting children in their education. In January, we ran a 
national level vacation school teacher training workshop, which 37 
women attended.  Our goal is to widely implement the children’s va-
cation school program as one way of addressing the serious problem 
of rising numbers of girl mothers in Angola - by inspiring elementary 
school girls regarding their future, and providing life skills to those 
who are young single mothers. 

IECA Vacation School 
for Girls and Youth

Children show off the products of their decor class 

tinues to be a serious problem. 
Exposing young theologians to 
rich traditions and cultures from 
nearby countries is seen as a vi-
able necessity but how to finance 
such a project is a question. 

 I had encounters with national 
church leaders, including the 
new General Secretary of lECA, 
Rev Andre Eurico Cangovi. I 
witnessed their vibrant faith 
and saw love in action as they 
ministered to others by word and 
deed the gospel of compassion, 
hope, justice and peace. These 
were grace-filled moments to be 

treasured. My time with new and 
old companions (including my 
generous hosts and old friends, 
Rev. Adelaide and Rev Fernando 
Catanha in Lutamo and Rev. Jose 
and Eva Chipenda in Lobito) 
was poignant with the underlying 
awareness that this was likely 
my last time in Angola. However 
when saying good–bye I was 
reminded that my Angolan name 
is Ndembeleki (The Comforter) 
and that I was expected back 
within the year to cut the ribbon 
at the opening of the Lutamo 
Domestic Sciences School.

2014 TRIP TO ANGOLA continued from page two
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

The Sociedade Média Joyce 
is busy mobilizing resources 
locally to pay for the doors and 
windows.

We will begin negotiating with 
authorities in order to furnish 
the school,  search for finan-
cial support for painting walls 
in mid-February, and prepare 
for the inauguration event at 
the end of March. At that time 
classes will begin. Enrollment of 
children and adults begins at the 
end of January and a local list of 
five potential teachers and two 
administrators will be presented 

shortly to the appropriate authori-
ties. The government will assign 
additional teachers. The com-
munity will resume its campaign 
of volunteer work which includes 
filling the school compound and 
garden with soil. Thank you all 
for your patience and understand-
ing. We reiterate our commitment 
to have the school completed 
during this year.

Stop Press: As this newsletter 
was being compiled, we received 
an unfortunate update. Luis 
Samacumbi wrote to key sup-
porter of the school, Rev. Joyce 
Myers-Brown, in Atlanta, on 

March 24.  “I have got informa-
tion from the IECA Leader in 
Kwanza Sul province that heavy 
rains destroyed the roof of the 
school which was to be inaugu-
rated tomorrow. New plans are 
being put in place to recover the 
damage (including fundraising 
for the cost of repairs, estimated 
at $15,000).

I know this news is not a 
famous one for all of us, espe-
cially for our dearest Rev. Joyce 
Myers-Brown who eagerly ex-
pected to receive good news late 
this week. Let us not give up in 
our hope. God’s plans are always 
better done than ours. In life I 

have learned how to celebrate 
failures and deal positively with 
loss.”

Editor’s note: Recent heavy 
rains and flash floods in Angola 
have caused considerable dam-
age and death in the country. 
The UN Development Program’s 
Climate Change country profile 
for Angola (2006) links increas-
ingly heavy rains to the impact 
of climate change. Should you 
wish to contribute to rebuilding 
the damaged roof, any amount 
would be warmly welcomed. 
Please see How to Donate below. 
Note that your donation is for 
Project Courage School Roof.

PROJECT COURAGE continued 
from page one

AMSF member Marilyn McKim interviews 
Dr. Betty Bridgman

Betty arrived in Angola a medical doctor 
and left as a surgeon.

She spent her childhood in China where 
her parents were missionaries. Her medical 
training was in Toronto before she underwent 
language training in Portugal. On her arrival in Angola in 1952, 
Betty was frustrated that she could not begin work right away. 
Instead, she continued language training for a year, this time in 
Umbundu. 

Betty was finally posted to the Chissamba hospital to work 
with Dr Walter Strangway. He taught her everything she knew 
about surgical procedures. She vividly remembers the day he 
assured her that, because they had done this particular surgery 
before, she could do it alone this time. “Fetch me if you need 
to”, he called over his shoulder.

In a YouTube video, Icel Rodriguez tapes Betty telling 
of how she facilitated care for one boy  www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T1vBEuQioQY

Betty remained in Angola until Portuguese authorities briefly 
imprisoned her and Edith Radley in 1977 before expelling them. 
Neither remained in Canada long. The two medical profession-
als soon returned to Africa, this time to Zaïre (now the DRC).

Betty has long been a member of AMSF. Why? “AMSF 
has given young people an opportunity to start a career” at a 
time when government support was, and is, lacking. Providing 
scholarships for students at high levels is important, she says, 
but  “everyone needs a basic education before they can go to 
university.”

Why I support AMSF

Above: Betty and Dr. 
Walter Strangway receive 
a patient on the grounds 
of the Chissamba Hospi-
tal. The woman has been 
transported there in a 
tepoia/hammock. Photo 
courtesy  of Professor 
David Strangway 

Left: Dr. Walter Strang-
way and Betty consulting 
in the Chissamba hos-
pital compound. Photo 
courtesy of Dr. Donald 
Strangway


