
From reports by IECA 
Women’s Society Director 
Rev Ana Vongula, translated 
by AMSF Corresponding 
Secretary Rev Etta Snow

 We thank AMSF for your 
support of our regular For-
mation School program that 
provides works skills training 
to young men and women 
as well as your support for 
our new initiatives. We are 
progressing in our initiatives 
for 2015 which include the fol-
lowing: offering Levels 2 and 
3 of our women’s community 
development training program, 
opening literacy training cen-
tres in our missionary outreach 
regions of Uige and Cunene, 
opening a new Formation 
Centre in Malange, training 
women as Sunday School 
teachers, holding a retreat for 
women pastors and wives of 
pastors, and district Women’s 
Society camps, followed by a 
national camp, where we  
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Donations
AMSF has received 
donations in memory of 
Rev Ed Brown, Rev Tom 
Gilchrist, Clara Golden, 
Mary MacDougall and Dr. 
Walter & Alice Strangway.
Ana Loide Santos, a prom-
inent congregant of the 
United Methodist Church 
of Angola, sent a donation 
in memory of all deceased 
missionaries, with special 
mention of Mr Adams, Dr 
& Mrs Anderson, Melvin 
& Dorothy Blake, Mar-
garet Brancel, Dr George 
Burgess, Gladwyn & Mar-
garet Childs, Bishop Ralph 
& Eunice Dodge, Dr 
Hastings, Warren Jackson, 
Ruth Ann Robinson, Rev 
Murray McInnes, Loyd 
& Margaret Schaad, Dr 
& Mrs Leona Tucker, and 
Rose Thomas Watson.

AMSF adheres to the 
Ethical Fundraising & 
Financial Accountability 
Code: http://ow.ly/qzsBe

How to donate, page 
4

Glossary
AMSF: Angola Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund
CICA: Council of Chris-
tian Churches of Angola
IECA: Evangelical 
Congregational Church of 
Angola

Continued on page 3

The outreach program for girls teaches basic skills for personal develop-
ment and potential employment. Here, two Vacation School graduates 
demonstrate how to decorate a car for a wedding as IECA’s Secretary 
General Rev André Cangovi looks on.

Albina thanks AMSF for nursing studies support
I am Albina Cambundo 

Sassoma Hombe, 33 years 
of age, born in  Huambo, 
daughter of Abrão Sas-
soma and Floriana Calende. 
Currently I live in the city 
of Malange and am a full 
member of IECA. I received 
my study bursary through a 
recommendation from my 
church to CICA.

As a nursing student of 
Luenji ‘A Konde Univer-

sity, I am immeasurably 
grateful for the timely help 
offered me by CICA and by 
our brothers and sisters in 
Canada. Now I am in my 
5th and final year, intern-
ing at the Malange General 
Hospital. I work from 7am to 
3pm and must miss no shifts 
in order to retain the right to 
sit the final exam. In addition 
to academic materials, the 

Meet AMSF’s 
Treasurer, Eleanor 
Ellins, page 4

Albina is 
studying nurs-
ing. She says 
“The bursary 
[from AMSF] 
enabled me to 
buy materi-
als and books, 
and greatly 
reduced the 
burden of aca-
demic fees.”

Continued on page 2



By Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown
The United Church of Christ 

(UCC) was blessed in June 2015 
by the visit of a delegation from 
the Evangelical Congregational 
Church in Angola (IECA) which 
included the new Secretary 
General, Rev. Eurico Cangovi. 
The delegation was here at the 
invitation of the Illinois Confer-
ence Partnership and was present 
at General Synod in Cleveland 
when the UCC approved Full 
Communion with the United 
Church of Canada. Full Com-
munion was then confirmed in 
August by the UCCanada at their 
General Council.   

Our two churches have 
worked together in Angola since 
the 1880’s and we rejoice greatly 
that now we are officially joined!  
Rev Cangovi, on behalf of IECA 
joins in the rejoicing.  In a recent 
communication he said, “What 
you are doing is meaningful to us 
as well. It is a message that we 
need to pass on because the need 
to come together is more urgent 
and vital today than at any other 
time. In the name of the Church 
in Angola we want to congratu-
late you all for reaching out with 
such a cooperative agreement 
that will for sure enhance your 
witnessing Christ as the Lord, 
not only in your two countries, 
but in all the continents where 
your ministry for Christ has been 
expanded. May the Lord, our 
God, keep on inspiring you and 
let this event stand as a good 

example for more forthcoming 
cooperative agreements towards 
the accomplishment of Jesus’s 
prophecy, ‘But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:8)”

On October 17, the historic 
Full Communion Agreement 
was signed at a service at St. 
Andrews United Church in 

Niagara Falls, Ontario. I drove 
1,000 miles from my home in 
Atlanta, Georgia to participate in 
this service, alongside my former 
Angola missionary colleague, 
dear friend (and fellow long-
standing AMSF member), Rev 
Etta Snow. Etta, a member of the 
United Church of Canada, had 
shared with me the experience 
of full communion in Angola, 
where our two churches worked 
together collaboratively with 

IECA on seven common mission 
stations. My heart and Etta’s 
remain partly in Angola, and we 
have close ongoing ties with our 
colleagues there. Upon hearing 
of the October Full Communion 
Service, Rev Cangovi wrote us, 
“We are so thankful. Indeed, it’s 
wonderful that you all are affirm-
ing that the great family of God’s 
children recognizes the value of 
reconciling and coming together 
in one family.” 
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By Rev Deolinda Teca, Director of CICA
We thank God for continuing to use all of you who are part of AMSF to 

help in the sustainable development of Angola through the training of Ango-
lans. Currently we are supporting 20 students, studying in nine provinces. Two 
students are enrolled in administration and management, one in agriculture, 
one in accounting and administration, two in law, two in educational psychol-
ogy, one in mathematics, one in petroleum research and production, five in 
health studies (nursing, medicine, dentistry, public health), and one in French 
language. All have successfully advanced to their next year of study. Each 
student receives a scholarship of either US$1,500 or US$1,000. 

Above: IECA Delegation with US UCC colleague: Luis Samacumbi, Di-
rector of the Department of Resource Mobilization and Institutional 
Development - IECA, Rev Adelaide Catanha, Director of Dondi Semi-
nary - IECA, Rev. Azevedo Bango Gueve, Director of the Department 
of Social Affairs, Studies & Projects - IECA, Rev Joyce Myers-Brown, 
and Rev André Eurico Cangovi, Secretary General of IECA, at the 
United Church of Christ General Synod, Cleveland, Ohio, June 2015 

Right: Rev Joyce Myers-Brown of the United Church of Christ & Rev 
Etta Snow of the United Church of Canada at the inaugural Full Com-
munion Service, Niagara Falls, Ontario, October 17, 2015

bursary enables me to take a taxi to arrive at work on time 
and to buy lunch at a canteen adjacent to the hospital.

I am happy to be near to completion and I am working 
hard to be successful. I hope to continue with further studies 
in the same field, to become a desirable professional. In this 
way I will help my beloved country, and particularly my 
church, and alleviate the pain of those whose suffering is 
worse than mine. 

Despite all that I lived through, Our Lord has helped me to 
this point. And I wish to express my appreciation to the bursa-
ry donors on behalf of myself, and all Angolan students who 
have benefited from this assistance May God bless you and 
watch over you as you tirelessly carry out your good work.

THANK YOU AMSF continued from page one

UCC joins UCC in full communion! IECA in Angola rejoices

CICA awards 20 scholarships 
with AMSF $30,000 grant
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Readers may remember 
the devastating severe spring 
2015 storm which damaged the 
roof and other parts of a newly 
constructed elementary school in 
Amboiva. The school’s construc-
tion was a joint project funded 
by IECA’s Joyce Young Adults 
Society, AMSF, and individual 
North American donors. On the 
eve of the school’s inauguration, 
the extreme storm caused havoc 
in the region. AMSF donors 
responded to this crisis by 
contributing a total of $15,000 
in donations designated for 
school repairs. Special offerings 
were held during IECA services. 

Thank you to AMSF donors who 
went the extra mile to support 
the Project Courage School and 
to support all those in Angola 
who worked so hard to make this 
dream come true.

Note: Significant increased 
donations are coming to the 
AMSF through matching grants 
and designated giving. In the 
case of the Project Courage 
School Construction, AMSF 
contributed $20,000 from 
regular annual donations and 
Rev Joyce Myers-Brown raised 
over $40,000 from other sources 
such as churches and interested 
individuals. 

Donations pour in to repair 
Project Courage School roof

reflect and plan our program 
year. One of our most urgent 
priorities is a program during 
vacation periods for elementary 
and adolescent girls and girl 
mothers called Train children in 
the way they should go. 

The Vacation School program, 
which includes social and work 
skills development, was piloted 
last year in response to concerns 
about the vulnerable youth in 
our communities. We realize that 
many have been denied the basic 
necessities of life. Many have 
never attended school. Pregnancy 
rates are high among girls aged 
14 to 16. How to support young 
single mothers is a big concern 
to all.

The success of the Vaca-
tion School program has led to 
requests to run it throughout 
the nation. In expanding this 
program, we are drawing on 

the skills of Formation School 
instructors and graduates, and 
resources within local Women’s 
Society groups. Our concern for 
vulnerable youth is an ongo-
ing focus in our local weekly 
Women’s Society meetings, as 
we pray and plan an expanded 
outreach to this age group.

Note: The IECA Women’s 
Society has requested a grant of 
$20,000 from AMSF to imple-
ment their outreach to vulner-
able girls and girl mothers on a 
national scale. Due to AMSF’s 
shrinking donations (associated 
with an aging donor base and 
the closing of supporting church 
groups), it was decided at the 
2015 Annual General Meeting to 
award just the regular $40,000 
grant for Formation School 
training with the proviso that the 
IECA Women’s Society leader-
ship can apportion the grant be-
tween their established program 
and their outreach to girls.

IECA WOMEN’s SOCIETY  
continued from page one

Students of the IECA Vacation School program for girls and young 
adolescent women, lined up for their graduation ceremony

By Mary Mathis           
I was introduced to the AMSF 

by my friend and long-time 
AMSF member Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown, who is a fellow 
member of the Central Congre-
gational Church in Atlanta. I 
have supported the AMSF for a 
number of years because I agree 
so wholeheartedly with the goals 
of the scholarship fund, which 
supports educational opportuni-
ties at all levels for Angolan 
youth.  

In the 1970s, I taught so-
ciology at a small college in 
Alabama. Many of my students 
were the first members of their 
families to attend college. Most 
were aware of the opportunity 
a scholarship opened and were 
hardworking, successful stu-
dents. On occasion, I met their 

parents at graduation and had 
the chance to congratulate them 
on their vision for their children. 
The excited young women whom 
I read about in your publication 
remind me again and again of 
the importance of a family’s first 
graduates. Every year when I 
write my check, I am grateful for 
your Scholarship Fund.  

Why I support AMSF

IECA elementary school in Amboiva nears completion
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

Meet AMSF’s Treasurer 

Hello!  I’m Eleanor Ellins and AMSF’s 
Treasurer. I thought it was time we met and 
that I outline for you some of our financial 
mechanisms. 

First of all, I claim no prior connection to 
AMSF.  I took over as treasurer from Steve 
Gilchrist in late 2006, “recruited” by Rev. 
Etta Snow who happens to attend my church. 
In the nine years since, I’ve come to know 
some remarkable people whom I feel very 
privileged to know.  They include some long-
standing donors whose names are now very 
familiar.  

Now let me explain how your dona-
tions are put to use.  Each spring, we have a 
teleconference of your five Directors and the 
officers of AMSF.  It is at this meeting the 
grants to be made out of the current year’s 
donations are first proposed.  These recom-
mendations are made based on the many and 
detailed reports that Etta, as Correspond-
ing Secretary, receives from the people in 
Angola.  She keeps in very close contact 
(by mail, by E-Mail, by telephone and yes, 
sometimes in person!) with the people who 
actually administer the programs we support.  

It always amazes me, when Etta does make 
an in-person visit to Angola, how dearly she 
is remembered by the people she worked with 
so many years ago!

Then, in June or July, at the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, these recommendations are pre-
sented to the membership for final approval.  
Sometimes changes are made, and sometimes 
new grants are added. The grants are sent in 
the spring of the following year, once Etta 
has received reports satisfactory to AMSF as 
to how wisely and how well the last batch of 
money was spent. 

I usually wait through January to ensure 
I have in hand all “end of year” donations.  
Then I can start to work on the charitable 
donation receipts.  (I have until the end of 
February to get the receipts out in the mail to 
you. If you want them sooner, you need only 
indicate “receipt immediately” with a sticky 
note on your cheque.)  

Charities in Canada – all 86,000 of them! 
– are carefully monitored by our Canada 
Revenue Agency to ensure they are account-
able to their donors. To assure this, we must 
file a Charity Return yearly with CRA. It 

is prepared by our professional Chartered 
Accountant. At the same time, he does an 
annual Audit of our books to assure you and 
the CRA that our accounting procedures are 
sound.

Another thing CRA looks at is how much 
of your donation dollars are used for the 
charitable work and how much is spent on 
administration, including fund raising.  They 
like to keep that latter figure at no more than 
about 35% of the donations received.  AMSF 
expenses – for everything – is always under 
10% because we run on 100% volunteer 
power. Our fund raising is mainly done 
through our two (spring and fall) newsletters, 
so the printing and mailing of them is a major 
expense. Our other main expenses are our an-
nual audit and our spring teleconference call. 
Why, some of your volunteer workers even 
donate back expenses that they are legitimate-
ly entitled to claim!

That’s one very conscientious charity 
you’re supporting!  So keep those donations 
coming!  Your contributions are getting excel-
lent results as evidenced by articles elsewhere 
in this newsletter, and are much appreciated!

Eleanor Ellins, left, at the celebration of Rev. Etta Snow's  diamond anniversary of service with the United Church of Canada - held in conjunc-
tion with the 2012 AMSF AGM at Humbervale United Church, Etobicoke Ontario


