
CICA staff person Joana Vemba 
writes, “We are grateful to God 
for the sustainable development 
of our families, society, church 
and country. We thank AMSF for 
your unconditional support of 
Angolan men and women in their 
development goals and for your 
contribution to the success of their 
academic efforts.

Currently 16 students receive 
scholarships funded by the 
$20,000 AMSF grant. Five more 
students will be awarded schol-
arships shortly. One student is 
enrolled in each of psychology, 
mathematics, electronics engineer-
ing, accounting and management, 
computer sciences, public admin-
istration, geographical engineer-
ing, law, communication sciences 
and high school. Two students are 
enrolled in each of health studies, 
physics and economics. The stu-
dents attend institutions of higher 
education in the provinces of 
Benguela, Cuanza Norte, Cuanza 
Sul and Namibe. This group of 
students have been recommended 
by five different churches, all 
members or associates of CICA. 
Another group of six scholarship 

recipients have been selected 
very recently, including a young 
woman who just finished nursing 
with excellent results and has been 
accepted into Medicine.
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AMSF is grateful to have received donations in memory of: Rev Ed Brown, Phyllis & George 
Burgess, Dr George Burgess, Whitney & Phyllis Dalrymple, Peter deMarsh with deepest sympathy 
to Jean Burgess, Rev Ed LeMaster, Dr H Curtis & Ruth McDowell, Marion McVeigh, Jeanette 
Wolfe, Edith Radley & sister Jeanette Wolfe, Rev Etta Snow, Helen Stockton, Frances Walbridge, 
Ralph & Amelia Wilson.

AMSF: Angola Memorial  
Scholarship Fund
CICA: Council of Christian  
Churches of Angola
IECA: Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola

Domingas Armando Bebeca, 
Communication Sciences student 
at the Independent Univer-
sity of Angola doing field work 
interviews in a Luanda square. 
The United Methodist Church of 
Angola recommended her for the 
scholarship. 

Gomes Pascoal Domingos, geography engineering student 
at the Agostinho Neto University in Luanda doing field work. 
The United Methodist Church of Angola recommended 
Gomes for his scholarship.

Donations Glossary

CICA report on 22 
Scholarship Students 
funded by AMSF
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Preface: An AMSF annual 
grant of $20,000 supports many 
education programs run by the 
Association. Director Rev Jose-
fina Sandemba reports that the 
premature deaths of a number of 
prominent women leaders from 
non-infectious health conditions 
such as cancer, reproductive 
problems, depression and blood 
pressure issues have precipitated 
a renewed focus on health.

A series of women’s educa-
tion camps were held throughout 
the country drawing participants 
from 17 provinces. Presentations 
by keynote speakers addressed 
primary and secondary health 
prevention practices. 

Stand-alone literacy programs 
were held in Uige and Zaire 
provinces. Most Uige women 
students can now read the Bible 
and medical prescriptions. 
They can also help their young 
children with reading readiness 
activities. The women report 
that their husbands have greater 
respect for them. In Zaire prov-
ince, women and children came 
to class together as most of the 
children were not in school. The 
children learned the first steps in 
reading and writing. Skills such 
as hygiene were introduced. The 
women developed confidence 
in leaving children on their own 
with teachers and the children’s 
self-esteem increased.

An after-school tutoring 
program in mathematics and 
Portuguese was offered for a 
second year in Cangoti-Bie and 
was initiated in an IECA school 
in Cuando-Cubango Province. 
In the first group, 35 elementary 
students improved significantly 
as did most of the 70 adolescent 
students in the second group. 

Thirty-two women received 
a two-phase leadership training 
in Luanda to enhance skills in 
narrative and financial report-
ing. They report heightened 
confidence after exposure to the 
management principles of plan-
ning, implementation, monitor-
ing and evaluating the results of 

their activities in the church and 
in personal small businesses.

In Cuando Cubango and 
Huambo, 130 women and men 
undertook training for teaching 
Sunday School. Classes are now 
planned out and well-divided by 
ages. Enhanced methodologies 
have increased the motivation 
of teachers and students. The 
number of children who are in-
terested in going to church early 
to learn the Word of God has 
significantly increased, as has 
the self-esteem of those children 
and their in-class harmony.

A training of Integrated 
Development Agents took place 
in Huila. Graduates work with 
communities to identify local 

IECA Women’s Association Focuses on Health

Women from throughout Huambo province travelled to the camp held at the Etta Snow School in 
Dondi-Lutamo. The gathering voted to support the writing of a biography of former missionary 
teacher and minister, Rev Etta Snow. She had supported Angolan women’s and girls’ education while 
in the field and after retirement.

Top left: After school 
mathematics class 
with Julio Biete, sub-
stituting for a teacher 
on medical leave, 
Cuando Cubango.

Top right: Out of 
school children in 
outreach programs 
display their lessons 
on hygiene, writing 
and reading in the 
Soyo missionary 
area.

Right: Five par-
ticipants in the 
leadership training 
program, General 
Synod office of IECA, 
Luanda.Continued on next page
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problems and to support their implementa-
tion of emerging community strategies to 
address issues of poverty, health, violence, 
food security and illiteracy.

AMSF funds have been used to help 
purchase tables, beds, sheets, kitchen equip-
ment and toys for the Popela kindergarten in 
Luanda. The material support improves the 
quality of care for the children and increases 
their interest and motivation. These are 
visible in the children’s desire to run to the 
centre each day.

The regional Women’s Formation Centres 
centres offer skills and entrepreneurship 
training to women and after school junior 
programs for children and adolescents. Some 
programs are particularly tailored to the 
needs of girls at risk for early pregnancy and 
prostitution to support themselves. The Me-
nongue Centre trained 35 students in pastry 
and décor. They are now empowered to start 
their own small businesses. The Benguela 
Centre received funding to upgrade equip-

ment for their décor and baking courses. 
More than 60 students at the Kwanza Norte 
centre graduated in pastry and décor.

Substantial annual funding from AMSF 
to the IECA Women’s Association for their 
education program has paid a key role in 
empowering this association in its innova-
tive and effective responses to the education 
needs of women, adolescents and children in 
post war Angola. I come that they might have 
life and that they might have it more abun-
dantly. John 10:10

A Christmas morning atmosphere with the 
arrival of new toys for Popela kindergar-
teners.

Continued from previous page

Pastry class in Soyo, Zaire province 

By Rev Joyce Myers-Brown
Rev Henrique Etaungo Daniel 

was an eminent Umbundu 
scholar, colleague and friend. 
The Jornal de Angola of October 
29, 2019 reported on his death, 
saying "He leaves a void in the 
national culture" and that his 
passing is "a great loss to the 
Angolan culture and arts."  The 
article mentions some of his out-
standing contributions through 
his written works: "Biblical 
Concordance in Umbundu", his 
monumental "Umbundu/Por-
tuguese, Portuguese/Umbundu 
Dictionary" (922 pages!), "Evan-
gelical Hymnal in Umbundu/
Portuguese", and a collection of 
Umbundu riddles and proverbs 
among others.

Rev Etaungo realized the need 
to capture the richness of the 
Umbundu language which was 
so long neglected and despised 
during Portuguese colonial rule.  
Though he trained and served 
as a valued pastor and leader in 
the Evangelical Congregational 
Church in Angola (IECA), the 
nation as a whole will forever 
be in his debt, especially for his 

literary 
work and 
for uplift-
ing the 
Umbundu 
language 
and cul-
ture.

I was 
privileged 

to call Rev Etaungo a friend and 
a colleague.  We met in July 
1964 at the pastoral center in 
Chilesso, Andulo where he and 
his wife Raquel were serving.  

Having just arrived in Angola, 
I was learning Umbundu on a 
Laubach literacy training trip 
with missionary colleague Fran-
ces Walbridge. The day after 
our arrival the Etaungos' fourth 
daughter was born --- and they 
named her Francisca Joyce!

Rev Etaungo served as a dedi-
cated pastor and then as General 
Secretary of IECA. His rich 
ministry was brutally interrupted 
by PIDE, the colonial secret 
police. He was arrested and 
imprisoned from 1967 to 1972. 

For safety, Rev Etaungo and 
his family were forced to leave 
Angola. While in exile in Portu-
gal, he felt led to develop basic 
literature and church resources 
in Umbundu.

Rev Etaungo's death "leaves 
a void" not just in "the national 
culture" but in the hearts of all 
his family, friends, colleagues 
and those he pastored.  He was 
a giant of a man and his rich 
legacy lives on in his works and 
in our lives.

I rejoice that I can truly ap-
preciate Rev Etaungo’s legacy 
both through my experience of 
his leadership when I worked 
with the IECA church and also 
in learning and coming to love 
the beauty of the Umbundu lan-
guage. Pandu, pandu ku Suku. 
Thanks be to God!!

Note: In the 1980s, Rev 
Etaungo’s daughter, Dr Albertina 
Julia Hamukwaya, pursued a 
course in medicine in Lisbon, 
Portugal, over a period of eight 
years, supported by AMSF 
scholarships. She went on to 
become the Minister of Health 
of Angola.

Tribute to Rev Henrique Etaungo Daniel

Rev Etaungo

Rev Etaungo with his family, holding baby Francisca Joyce, 1964



Senhor Florindo Camélia Jilacupiti is the 
worthy recipient of a designated donation of 
an AMSF scholarship in memory of United 
Church of Canada missionaries to Angola 
Keith and Jean Brown and of UCC mission-
ary to India, Lillias Brown. After spending a 
year in Portugal for language study in 1956-
1957, Keith and Jean ministered in Dondi for 
one year while learning the Umbundu lan-
guage. They then moved to Bailundo where 
Keith was the administrator of the Mission 
Station and Jean used her teaching skills 
with women and children. Together, they 
raised their family. After returning home on 
furlough in 1960, they were denied visas to 
return to Angola several times, and so ended 
up settling in Ontario. While they were in 
Dondi, Keith’s sister Lillias visited them 
on her way back to Canada from India. She 
worked under the auspices of the Church of 
North India in Kharua, rural areas of Malwa 
and finished her 40 years in India in Indore 
before her retirement and subsequent return 
to Toronto. All were committed to missions 
around the world and would be happy to 
know that the funds given in their memory 
would be used to help in this way.

Florindo has finished his Nursing course 
and is enrolled in a graduate Nursing 

Program. He has 
decided to go into 
Medicine and 
wants to specialize 
in ophthamology. 
His goals mesh 
with those of the 
Dondi Hospital 
which already 
offers optometry 
and cataract clin-
ics. Florindo has 
been working at 
the Dondi Hospi-
tal, alongside the 
medical director 
Dr Ulundu. Florin-
do’s academic progress has been delayed by 
financial challenges and the scholarship is a 
most welcome boost. He will study medicine 
in the nearby city of Huambo. 

Note: A November report from Angola on 
the economic challenges in the country indi-
cates that the kwanza has taken a huge fall. 
Prices have soared in the last month. Even 
mission-supported services have increased 
prices. Many students are quitting courses 
for lack of funds. Salaries do not rise, and 
people are hurting. The government has just 

put a sales tax of 15% on purchases. There 
is starvation in the east and south due to 
drought: no harvest this year. The rains are 
beginning. People pray they will continue in 
this time of crisis. 

Nursing Scholarship in Memory of Rev Keith 
and Jean Brown and Lilias Brown

Senhor Florindo  
Jilacupiti

Rev Keith Brown, Jean Brown with children 
David and Beth, Lilias Brown
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By Almeida Cachombo 
Canguenha

In the name of my family 
and me, I thank you for all you 
have done for me in my pursuit 
of advanced education. When 
all looked dim, a light at the 
end of the tunnel appeared and 
with this light I was able to fin-
ish my studies. Currently I am 
teaching in a school in Namibe 
province while waiting to defend 
my academic project ‘Develop-
ment of an electronics system 
for Hospital management’. This 
project is a requirement to obtain 
my licence as an electronics 
engineer from the Gregorio Se-
medo Polytechnical Institute in 
Namibe City. God willing, I will 

defend it in the fall of 2019.
It is an honour to share the 

large happiness which I feel in 
this moment. All the pages in the 
world would not be sufficient 
to describe what my family 
and I feel. And so we simply 
say a profound thank you. Nda 
pandula. May God catapult 
your leadership, filling you with 
showers of blessings and rich 
glories and may you continue 
with the beautiful and humble 
gesture of helping those who 
need a hand to concretize the 
realization of their dreams. You 
have taken me from one place to 
another one rich in knowledge; 
for this only God knows how to 
richly recompense you.

Scholarship Recipient 
Thanks AMSF and CICA

Almeida Canguenha with his students
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By Rev Joyce Myers-Brown
When I was evacuated from Angola in 

1975 in the midst of the civil war, after having 
served there 12 years, I was heartbroken. I said 
and meant – and still mean -- "You can take the 
girl out of Angola but you can't take Angola 
out of the girl!"

I love Angola and Angolans, especially 
those I know through our kinship in the church. 
So it was natural, after being unable to return, 
that I sought a way to be connected and helpful 
from this side of the Atlantic. That is why I 
joined AMSF shortly after being evacuated and 
have remained a member for over 40 years. I 
have served as a Regional Representative, as 
a member of the Board of Directors, and as a 
fundraiser (particularly in relation to educa-
tional projects of the Sociedade Media Joyce 
- the Young Adults Association of IECA).

AMSF has been a bright light to hundreds 
of Angolans for nearly 50 years working in 
concert with our Angolan church partners. 
Through the Angolan Council of Churches 
(CICA) we have been able to grant scholar-
ships to hundreds at all educational levels. 
Through the Evangelical Congregational 
Church in Angola (IECA) and the United 
Methodist Church, we have helped with 
literacy work, vocational training, leadership 
courses, after school tutoring, and a great vari-
ety of other programs.

I rejoice that all our work is in response to, 
and in collaboration with, our Angola partners. 
This partnership is greatly valued on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Thanks be to God! May AMSF 
continue to flourish and to serve Angolan youth 
spreading God's love through their educational 
preparation and service to others.

I support AMSF because I love Angola!

Joyce flanked 
by her god-
child Joyce 
Esanju Oseas 
and Socie-
dade Media 
Joyce Direc-
tor Amilcar 
Veloso Daniel, 
Bailundo 
2012.

AMSF is launching a Facebook 
account as a first step in celebrating 
the upcoming 50th anniversary of its 
founding in 1970 - 1971. 

In 2009, Rev Tom 
Gilchrist, a founding 
member of AMSF, wrote 
a column for our spring 
newsletter on the history 
of AMSF and why his 
support remained unwav-
ering as the organization approached 
its 40th anniversary: ”Our major task 
at present is to tell Angola’s story, 
proclaim Angola’s hope and reach out 
for all the help we can raise so that the 
lives of our predecessors and the lives 
of tens of thousands of Angolan nurses, 
teachers, agriculturists, clergy and other 
workers will not have been in vain. 
Our task now is to help Angola’s lovely 
people rebuild a tear-stained land which 
has wept through slavery colonialism 
and revolution.” 

In 2019, we are called to reflect on, 
and celebrate the life of, our small 
NGO which has enabled us to express 
solidarity with, and support for, our 
brothers and sisters in Angola who are 
accomplishing the mighty work of post 
war reconstruction of their society. 
Our ability to communicate with field 
partners in Portuguese and Umbundu 
and the field experience of many of 
our members are among our particular 
strengths. Facebook will expand and 
empower our outreach. To reach our 
Facebook page, enter www.facebook.
com/angolamsf.org in a browser or 
enter Facebook.com and the above 
address.

New! AMSF 
Facebook page

Under the Biographies button at 
www.angolamsf.org, please enjoy 
recently-posted profiles of Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown and Dr Betty Bridgman.

Under the What’s New button are 
posted the 2019 memorial texts for 
AMSF Regional Representatives Helen 
Stockton and Jeanne Wolfe, and for 
member Peter deMarsh.

New items on 
website

Joyce instructing students at the Emmanuel Seminary in Dondi.

Joyce with Angolan god daughter ‘Joy’.
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

By Ruthie Schaad, Quessua resident volunteer and 
retired development worker
Note: Through a matching grant in 2018, AMSF sup-
ported the upgrade of three village chapel schools and 
a Sunday School/Literacy centre.

 The Kula Muxito village chapel/school has been 
finished. AMSF funds were used for the door, win-
dows and concrete benches. Even during the construc-
tion and installation, the building was being used for 
literacy classes for children. Gradually, the number 
of children attending has increased. Kula Muxito 
has never seen such a building so this is a wonderful 
improvement from teaching outdoors or in makeshift 
rooms. Plans have been made for the chapel/school in 
Terra Nova village but work has yet to start. Children 
and parents in Terra Nova are in happy anticipation, 
particularly since they have never had such a building. 
Thank you so much, AMSF!

United Methodist Chapel Schools Under Construction

By Louisa Mitchell
In June of this year, I began teaching 

at the Instituto de Línguas da IECA in 
Huambo. You may recall in last fall’s News-
letter that back in June and July of 2018, 
the Institute ran a pilot class with around 80 
students. This year, we began regular opera-
tions of the school. We have been providing 
regular English language instruction to 250 
students, both youth and adults. 

The Institute reflects the vision of the 
Reverend André Eurico Cangovi, General 
Secretary of IECA. He views access to 
English language education as a crucial tool 
to help return agency and self-determination 
to many and to provide them with an avenue 
to academic pursuits, employment, and inde-
pendent research and learning. 

Our students vary in age from 10 to 75. 
They come from Huambo and the surround-
ing area. The adults include many university 
students, teachers, veterinarians, pastors, 
homemakers, and retirees. What students 
share is a commitment to the hard work of 
language-learning and a broad intellectual 
curiosity. With the support of the Angola 
Partnership Team of the Illinois Confer-
ence of the UCC, we were also delighted to 

begin a small scholarship program at the 
Institute. So far, we have been able to extend 
funding to nine different students, either to 
cover financial gaps, or to fully cover their 
classes, depending on need.

In the future, the Language Institute hopes 
to offer classes in other languages, beginning 
with Umbundu. Many young people in larger 
cities like Huambo now grow up only learn-
ing Portuguese, so IECA and the Institute 
want to help sustain the learning of African 
languages and the vital traditions associated 

with them.
The core team here at the Institute is 

small: Director Reverend Coutinho Moma, 
financial and administrative assistant Arlinda 
Changala, and me. Moma and Linda are 
some of the most capable and compassionate 
people I know. Working with them can only 
be described as a privilege and a joy. We 
hope to continue to establish and increase 
the reputation of the Institute which is well 
on its way to becoming a thriving local 
institution. 

Language Institute – the Realization of an IECA Vision

Left: Louisa Mitchell and Rev Momo, Director of the Huambo Languages Institute.
Right: ESL students.


