
AMSF provided a matching grant of roughly 
US$5,000 to the East Angola United Methodist 
Church in 2018. The money supported construction 
of 10 cement pews each in the village chapels of 
Mufongo, Mangas and Cassusina. The chapels are 
regularly used as educational outreach classrooms. 
The donation also covered the installation of metal 
closets to protect educational materials such as the 
AMSF-funded children’s illustrated Bibles used 
in literacy training. The remainder facilitated the 
completion of the Cassusina chapel which the local 
Association of Former Students and Friends of 
Quessua had initiated.

Project leaders drew on local materials and labour 
to accomplish more than the proposed project. 
Three village masons used left over sand and bricks 
from Quessua and Cassusina construction sites to 
build pews. Mission vehicles transported the build-
ing materials to the chapels. Manga and Cassusina 
chapels now have 12 pews each and Mufongo has 
10. A second painted blackboard was added to each 
chapel. Concrete benches have also been added in 
an old dormitory in Quessua. It has recently been 
rehabilitated as a Sunday School complex which in-

tegrates literacy training into its programs for up to 
300 children every weekend. The benches provide 
an orderly and comfortable seating arrangement 
appreciated by children and teachers. The Cassusina 
village chapel has been completed by adding a sheet 
metal roof, six metal windows, one metal door, 
concrete flooring and an altar, a tile cross and an 
apron around the outside of the building. The chapel 
completion has lifted the spirits of the Cassusina 
villagers. It allows children and adults to study and 
worship off the floor and out of the elements
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Donations
AMSF is grateful to have 
received donations in hon-
our of: Rev Joyce Myers-
Brown, Jean Burgess for 
her dedicated work as 
past President of AMSF, 
Eleanor Knight on her 98th 
birthday.

AMSF is grateful to have 
received donations in 
memory of: Verona and 
Merrill Ferguson, Rev. Tom 
Gilchrist, Mary MacDou-
gall, Marion McVeigh, Rev 
Etta Snow.

AMSF is grateful to have 
received bequests from: 
Estates of faithful former 
donors Myrtle Blair and 
Rita Kennedy, and from the 
Estate of Rev Etta Snow, 
AMSF President Emeritus

Glossary
AMSF: Angola Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
CICA: Council of Chris-
tian Churches of Angola
IECA: Evangelical 
Congregational Church of 
Angola

Mufongo Chapel School with new pew-benches. 
Literacy class with seats for all.

Matching grant helps upgrade 
chapel schools - and more

‘Bring your own seats’ literacy class (before the installation of cement pew-benches). Students enjoying 
the Children’s Illustrated Bibles funded by AMSF.

Meeting a CICA 
scholarship  
recipient, page 4
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The domestic sciences 
co-educational, in-residence 
school in Lutamo currently has 
66 students learning cooking, 
sewing, knitting and gardening. 
The students are following indi-
vidualized academic programs 
ranging from beginning literacy 
to Grade 6. US$5,000 of AMSF 
funds are being used for class 
materials, garden inputs, food, 
and teacher honorariums.  
AMSF members Beth and Da-
vid Brown had an opportunity 
to visit the school and to meet 
the school’s director Dona Le-
ontina Namuieca and other staff 
and students in May 2018. Beth 
and David were visiting former 

missions in Angola where they 
had lived 60 years ago with 
their missionary parents Rev 
Keith and Jean Brown (who 
later supported AMSF). Beth 
and David made a family dona-
tion to the Etta Snow School to 
support the transformation of 
a shed into a secure food and 
supplies storage building. They 
joined fellow Canadian visitors 
in donating funds to purchase 
coats for the students which 
were needed for the approach-
ing cold season. IECA hopes to 
build residences for the school 
because teachers and students 
are currently accommodated in 
some of the classrooms.

AMSF grant supports Year 2 of the Etta Snow School

David and Beth Brown with 80-year-old Dona Leontina Namuieca, 
at the first birthday party she has ever had, Lutamo

The IECA Women’s Association continues its leavening 
work through a remarkable number of outreach education 
initiatives, supported by a $20,000 grant from AMSF do-
nors. Activities to date, since receiving this year’s grant and 
conducting a thorough planning process, are as follows. 

• Literacy classes for Solidarity and Social Change in 
Uige and Zaire provinces in February. Participants range 
from out-of-school children to adults.

• Capacity-building workshops for Sunday School teach-
ers in Huambo and Cuando Cubango. Participants were 
chosen for their qualities of leadership and maturity. 

• After-school supplementary classes in mathematics, 
three in Cuito and three in Cuando Cubango. This initiative 
emerged from church member reflections on the priority 
needs of children in their communities.

• Three-day empowerment seminar in Luanda for 
women church leaders on leadership and gender issues in 
June.

• Launch of the girls’ empowerment program in Cuando 
Cubango. First piloted in Cuito in 2016, this after-school 
program in decorating and catering provides a context for 
social and civic skills training as well as leadership and 
entrepreneurship development. 

• Week-long community development training in Sep-
tember for women and youth in Huila.

• Opening of a new kindergarten/preschool in the Popela 
Formation Centre in Luanda Province with the material 
and moral support of the local IECA Women’s Associa-
tion. They used both local and matching AMSF funds to 
purchase items such as chairs, blankets, dishes, and a TV 
to access pre-school education programs. Rev Josefina 
Sandemba, the new IECA Women’s Association National 
Director, recently emailed, “We would like to thank God 
for the gift of life. We would also love to thank our broth-
ers and sisters from AMSF for the grant of $20,000.” 

Grant leavens work of IECA Women’s Association

Top: Pastry and decora-
tion class in Cuando 
Cubango - girls’ empow-
erment program. 

Middle: New kindergar-
ten in Popela Women’s 
Formation Centre, 
Luanda

Bottom: After school 
math class, Cuito
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By Rev Mike Solberg, member of 
the United Church of Christ’s Illi-
nois Conference Partnership with 
IECA and AMSF member. AMSF 
and the Illinois Conference have 
collaborated closely in their sup-
port of IECA’s educational work.

In May, I was part of a three-
person delegation from the Illi-
nois Conference to attend the na-
tional General Assembly of IECA 
as official international partners. 
It is amazing how inspiring five 
days of church meetings can be! 
With about 250 delegates, pastors 
and lay members, we gathered 
at the Galangue/Bunjei Mission 
Station, still in ruins following 
the civil war. The Station has a 
special place in IECA and North 
American missionary history, 
as it was founded in 1923 by 
African-American missionaries 
and for many years was funded 
and supported exclusively by 
African-American churches in 
the U.S. The Rev. Henry Curtis 
and Bessie McDowell, along 
with a young Umbundu couple, 
Kalundula and Birete from the 
Dondi Mission Station, arrived 
that year. They were soon joined 
by Bertha and Samuel Coles 
(author of Preacher with a Plow), 
and a little later by Dr. Aaron 
and Willena McMillan. Those 
couples made an amazing team 
that spread good news in word 
and especially in deed.

First on the Assembly agenda 
was regular church business: 
financial reports, election of offi-
cers, program reports, and more. 
All Provincial Synods and Mis-
sionary Areas reported spiritual 
and numerical growth, and all the 
Societies (Women’s, Couples’, 
Young People’s, Youth) continue 
to do well. The Youth Society 
elected a young woman for the 
first time as their national leader, 
Melba Chitangua. 

The second part of the As-
sembly was a “Pre-Jubilee” for 
the Bunjei Mission Station. The 
purpose of meeting at this remote 
location was to garner support 
for rebuilding the station before 

its 100th anniversary in 2023. 
The delegates decided to commit 
significant resources to the effort 
and prioritized the tasks to be 
completed. IECA plans a major 
celebration at Bunjei in 2023. 
They hope that the descendants 
of the many involved in the sta-
tion’s founding will attend. It was 
deeply meaningful to be where 
descendants of American slaves 
had returned “home to mother 
Africa” as missionaries many 
years ago.

The third part of the Assembly 
was the serious and thorough, 
but supportive, examination and 
ordination of 13 new IECA pas-
tors, 10 men and 3 women. It was 
inspiring to witness the commit-
ment of the new pastors and their 
love for God and the church. 
They will surely be a blessing to 
those they serve.

Following the Assembly, I 
helped to launch a new IECA 
project, the creation of a Lan-
guage Institute in Huambo. In 

June, two teachers from the Il-
linois Conference had conducted 
a successful pilot project there, 
teaching English for one month 
to around 80 students, both youth 
and adults. The language Institute 
should start regular operations in 
June of 2019 with native English 
speakers as teachers. One teacher 
from the Illinois Conference is 
already lined up and the Illinois 
Conference is looking to fill 

another teaching position. 
If you know of an interested 
candidate email me with any 
leads!  jmichaelsolberg@gmail.
com. I am always grateful to be 
in partnership with IECA, and 
filled with joy over continuing, in 
some small way, the transforma-
tive relationships that so many 
associated with AMSF have built 
over so many years.

Students of English at the Huambo Language Institute

Illinois delegation attends IECA’s 2018 Annual Assembly 

Rev Mike Solberg with Melba Khatanga, new President of the IECA Young Peoples’ Association and 
Onezimo Nunda, Regional Director of IECA Department of Social Projects (DASEP)
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

By Jean Burgess, AMSF past 
president

You may remember that the 
1971 founding goal of AMSF 
was to support Angolan lead-
ership development through 
raising funds for post-secondary 
scholarships. Then our mandate 
broadened in 2002 in response 
to post-war education needs of 
children, youth and women. Our 
core commitment to leadership 
development through advanced 
education remains. And so we 
provide a yearly block grant of 
$20,000 to the Angolan Council 
of Christian Churches (CICA) 
whose scholarship committee 
selects worthy candidates. In 
June of 2018, AMSF regional 
representative Mary Collins and 
I had the privilege of meeting an 
outstanding scholarship recipi-
ent, Magda Madelena Paciencia 
Hnanga, in Huambo, where she 
lives and studies. The pastor at 
the Huambo Methodist church 
Magda’s family attended knew 
about Magda’s intellectual gifts 
and had recommended her to 
CICA for scholarship support. 
With that support, Magda re-

cently completed a college level 
Management and Administration 
program. With further scholar-
ship support, she is now enrolled 
in a university economics degree 
program. (CICA has indicated 
to AMSF a belief in the need to 
support women scholars, who 
face extra challenges.) Magda’s 
mother joined our encounter in 
Huambo. She came to add her 
words of profound appreciation 
to those of Magda. From Mrs. 

Hnanga’s perspective as a recent 
widow, the scholarship support 
has been a help to the whole 
family. 

Magda is one of 22 scholar-
ship recipients who are scattered 
over 8 provinces and 15 institu-
tions. AMSF is very appreciative 
of the effective work of CICA 
in selecting recipients, distribut-
ing scholarships and monitoring 
student academic progress in a 
country wide-context. CICA’s 

latest report to AMSF, just in, 
closes with the words, “In the 
sustainable development of 
families, society, church and 
country, we give whole hearted 
thanks to God for the efforts in-
volved. Equally we give thanks 
to AMSF for your unconditional 
help in the formation of Angolan 
men and women.”

Meeting a CICA scholarship recipient

Magda (left) with her mother (right) and Jean Burgess (centre)
Magda with the Fall 2017 AMSF 
Newsletter. She is on the front 
page.

By Gerald Knight 
In making a donation in memory of 

Marion McVeigh, long-time AMSF member 
and former missionary to Angola, I remem-
ber how Marion helped my mother (and my 
sisters Marilyn and Carol, and me) adapt 
to life in the Congo. This was in 1965-66 
after the outbreak of war in Angola where 
they had previously worked. Rev. Malcolm 
McVeigh was with the Congo Protestant 
Relief Agency in Kinshasa at the time. He 
and my father Allen Knight worked closely 
together in the establishment of the Com-
munity Development Center at Kimpese 

to serve Angolan refugees. Upon retiring 
from overseas mission work, the McVeighs 
continued their support of Angolan educa-
tion and development through AMSF. At one 
meeting of the AMSF which I attended with 
my parents, I was impressed by Malcolm's 
strategic thinking. It may have helped focus 
AMSF policy decisions on longer-term goals 
at a moment when there were many disparate 
opinions on directions and funding options.  

Editor’s note: The McVeighs contributed 
the ‘Why we support AMSF’ column in the 
AMSF Fall 2010 newsletter. See http://www.
angolamsf.org under the Newsletters button.

Marion McVeigh (left) with missionary 
friends Betty Bridgman and Mary Pyne in 
Lisbon, 1953

Remembering Marion McVeigh


