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Donations
AMSF is grateful to have received donations in honour of: 
Lillian Burgess, June R. Hamann, Eleanor Knight for her 
97th birthday, Eleanor Ellins for her contribution as Trea-
surer, Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown for her 80th birthday.

AMSF is grateful to have received donations in memory of: 
Rev. Ed Brown, Dr. Erna Bryant, Dr. George Burgess, Rev. 
Whitney Dalrymple & his sister Bessie Dalrymple, Rev. 
Merrill & Verona Ferguson, Alberteen Lambert, Mary Mac-
Dougall, Laura L. Morris, Edith Radley, Rev. Etta Snow.
How to donate, page 4

Glossary
AMSF: Angola 
Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund
CICA: Council of 
Christian Church-
es of Angola
IECA: Evangeli-
cal Congregational 
Church of Angola

$20,000 grant to CICA supports 21 students
The AMSF scholar-

ship grant to the Angolan 
Council of Christian 
Churches in 2017 was 
$20,000, down from 
$30,000 the previous 
year for lack of funds. To 
accommodate the change, 
CICA will lower the 
amount of each scholar-
ship rather than reduce 
the number of recipients. 
To honour this decision, 
we have decided in this 
issue to carry a spread of 
photos submitted by the 
21 current scholarship 
recipients. 

Turn to page 2 to view 
the remainder of the 

scholarship recipients.

On page 3 is a letter 
of appreciation from 
a former scholarship 

recipient. He wishes to 
share with you all that 

he has been able to ac-
complish in his chosen 

field of law, thanks to 
the critical funding 

support of AMSF.

Chissenda Berta Gunge 
Santos
Health/Polytech/Ben-
guela

Magda Madelena Pa-
ciencia Hnanga
Administration & Manage-
ment/Polytech/Huambo

Emilia Nassalala Capi-
tango
Physics/Teachers College/
Cuanza Norte

Vaceslau dos Santos 
Ferreira
Mathematics/Teachers 
College/Cuanza Sul

Almeida Cachombo 
Canguenha 
IT Engineering/Semedo 
Polytech/Namibe 

Beatriz da Conceicão 
Benjamin
Account. & Management/
Sumbe Polytech/Sumbe

Aida Domingos da Silva 
Psychology/Teachers’ Col-
lege/UIGE

João Baptista Ben-
egacão
Public Administration/
Kimpa Vita Univ/Cuanza 
Norte

Dear Donors,
First, I would like to express my profound appre-

ciation for your faithfulness to the vision of AMSF. 
Our mission is to sponsor scholarships and educa-
tion programs to create a solid foundation which can 
serve as a self-perpetuating wellspring to enhance 
the health, welfare and spiritual life of the peoples of 
Angola. Some of you may date your givings back to 
the founding of AMSF in 1971. Others of you may 
have been introduced to 

Message from the 
AMSF President

Continued on page 3
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CICA scholarship recipients Continued from page 1

Abigail Heleolianda 
Alfredo Calulo
Year 7 academic/elemen-
tary school/Luanda

Domingas Armando 
Bebeca 
Communication Sciences/
Independence Univ/
Luanda

Fanuel Dibandi Mutadila 
Cumbo 
Human Sciences/S.M. 
Goretti College/Cuanza 
Norte

Luisa Faustina Miguel 
Nursing/Polytech/Ben-
guela

Felisberto Andre 
Mateus 
Physics/Teachers’ Col-
lege/Cuanza Norte

Adilson Makangila  
Andre Simão 
Architecture/Polytech/
Benguela

Emanuel Bongue 
Oliveira Santa
MA Gov’t Management/
Law Faculty/A Neto Univ/
Luanda

Maquies Vilana Mateus 
Antonio 
Law/Kimpa Vita Univ/Uige 

Daniel Pedro Quibele
Law/Kimpa Vita Univ/Uige

Gomes Pascoal  
Domingos 
Geog. Engineering/A. 
Neto Univ/Luanda

Not pictured:

Cesar Joaquim de 
Oliveira Muchica
Electrical Engineering/
Porto Amboim Poly-
Tech/Cuanza Sul

Valter Candundo  
Chitangua
Nursing/Health 
Sciences Institute/
Luanda

AMSF through your church 
groups, or individual friends 
and relatives. Many of you 
will have been profoundly 
inspired by former mission-
aries to Angola who devoted 
their furloughs to sharing 
with home churches the 
progress and challenges of 
the church in Angola.

AMSF is known in 
Angola as a cherished and 
faithful partner. However, 
in our 46th year of opera-
tion we need to consider our 
changing circumstances. Ten 
years ago, we had 441 do-
nors. Last year, we had 227. 
Our Board and members 
have entered a dialogue on 
possible futures for the or-
ganization. Two suggestions 
we are considering are how 
to partner more with other 
North American donors and 
how to broaden our engage-
ment with social media as 
a fundraising tool. We have 
alerted our Angolan partners 
to our diminished financial 
resources and have solicited 
their input into the dialogue. 
We welcome input to the 
dialogue from you. Reach 
us through your regional 
representative or by contact-
ing me at burgess.jean5@
gmail.com.

Jean Burgess, AMSF Presi-
dent and Newsletter Editor

Message from the  
president continued  
from page 1

Isaura Celeste Umba 
Francisco
Economics/Katiavala 
Univ/Benguela

Readers may wish to listen to a podcast of an 
informative recent sermon by Rev Solberg, based on 
his experience of working with the Illinois United 

Church of Christ partnership with IECA, and his vari-
ous tours of IECA educational and evangelica work 
in Angola. Go to: https://youtu.be/SqldbAgbor0

“Angola: A New Vision of Foreign Mission” by Rev. J. Michael Solberg

Jean Burgess, AMSF Presi-
dent during a 2016 visit 
to her childhood home in 
Dondi, Angola, with Dona 
Leontina Namuieca, an old 
friend and colleague of her 
parents Dr. George and 
Phyllis Burgess



In a time of deep crisis in the Angolan 
economy, the IECA Women’s Association 
members recognize the need to add children’s 
enrichment training to their academic and 
work skills training for women. 

IECA as a whole is affirming the role of 
the church in protecting and investing in 
children. The Women’s Association is invest-
ing AMSF funds in their innovative Vacation 
Schools for children ages 8 to 17, in a new 
tutoring program for children aged 8 to 12 
who have reading, writing and arithmetic 
challenges, and in training mature women as 
Sunday School teachers who offer enriched 
programs. The Association is also using 
funds to support a new Formation Centre (the 
13th Centre) and to expand the mentoring 
capacity of one of the premier, established 
Formation Centres.

This year, 100 children have benefitted 
from the pilot academic tutoring program, 
carried out in cooperation with the school. 
This program included orienting and reflec-
tive sessions with parents. The school year 
ends in November and everyone is eagerly 
awaiting the children’s exam results.

Thirty-nine children in Cassoco, Benguela 
have just completed the Vacation School 
Program in cooking, baking, décor, life skills 

and Bible studies. Municipal authorities 
and church leaders came to their gradua-
tion, along with the local Women’s Forma-
tion Centre faculty, whose members hosted 
the Vacation School. Past graduates of the 
vacation school program now contribute to 
church events involving food and décor and 
assist parents in home businesses. A few have 
launched their own micro businesses.

Recent Sunday School training events 
include two pedagogy workshops, one in the 
capital city of Luanda and one in the southern 
city of Lubango for women of the surround-
ing region. One hundred women partici-
pated in the Luanda workshop and 81 in the 
Lubango one. These women were selected by 
their Associations, for their life experience 
and wisdom.

As reported in past newsletters, the As-
sociation integrates mini life and work skills 
training into their weekly meetings, women’s 
camps, and events such as the World Day 
of Prayer. The impact of the 13 Forma-
tion Centres is reflected in their enrollment 
numbers for 2016:  Sumbe – 402, Moxico 
– 76, Cuando Cubango – 85, Namibe – 35, 
Luanda 551 (15 literacy classrooms), Kuito 
– 85, Nova Galilea – 40, Chilesso – 66, 
Kamundongo – 57, Chinguar – 23, Cutatu – 

17, Benguela – 123 
and Lobito – 518. 
Finally, the Women’s 
Association sup-
ports two pre-school 
centres. The Lobito 
Model Centre has 
496 children enrolled 
and the Lubango 
Centre has 51 chil-
dren.

According to its 
director, Rev Ana 
Vongula, Glory to God of the impossible is 
the byword of the IECA Women’s Associa-
tion members who continue to grow their 
education program in a time of deep financial 
crisis.
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Academic tutoring 
session with teacher, 
Kuito

“Dear Sirs/Madams and Dear 
Bothers/Sisters,

As a scholarship recipient, I 
am happy to report to you my 
academic and professional path. 
In 2004, I enrolled in the first 
year of a law degree. By the 
end of the first year, the monies 
normally used for the household 
expenses of my parents had been 
drained to cover my academic 
fees. It seemed there was no 
solution except to withdraw from 
my studies. In the face of this 
prospect, my father Gabriel Vinte 
e Cinco redoubled his efforts to 
prevent my cancelling enroll-
ment in year two. This led to an 
application to CICA for scholar-
ship assistance. I received an 
award of one thousand dollars 
US per academic year, through to 
completion of my fifth and final 
year. The opportune and valued 

financial assis-
tance of AMSF 
made it possible 
for me to complete 
my degree. For 
all that AMSF 
has done for me 
and for my family, I reiterate my 
profound and sincere thanks.

Upon graduation in Novem-
ber 2008, I was inscribed as a 
lawyer-intern in the Order of 
Lawyers of Angola. In Septem-
ber of 2010, I was inscribed in 
the Order as a full lawyer. In 
October 2011, I was admitted as 
an associate in the firm where 
I had worked as a student and 
intern. In May of 2015, I set up 
a law firm with Moises Chis-
sano, in Luanda. Since 2014, I 
have also been a member of the 
Order of Lawyers of São Tome 
and Principe, the home country 

of my wife. I have practiced law 
there sporadically for pertinent 
cases involving clients from my 
Luanda practice.

In 2010, I published a book, A 
Practical Guide for the Exam for 
Admission to the Faculty of Law, 
edited by The House of Ideas. I 
am president of the Jurisdictional 
Council of the Luanda Xadre 
Professional Association and 
participate in other professional 
organizations in the city.
I have had the honour of assist-
ing CICA in regards to legal 
questions and serve this institu-
tion in whatever ways I can. In 
my day-to-day law practice, I 
dedicate 10% of my time to pro-
viding pro bono consultations for 
those without financial means. In 
this way, I share with others my 
gratitude to God for all He has 
done for me, for my family and 

for my professional life. I close 
with gratitude and Christian 
greetings to AMSF.”

- Sebastião Quitumba Vinte 
e Cinco
Note: Scholarship candidates 
are nominated by their churches 
and are selected for their 
ethical character as well as their 
academic ability (heightening 
the likelihood that they will af-
firm and enhance the integrity 
and compassion of their future 
workplaces and communities). 
Thus AMSF scholarships benefit 
not only the recipients, but also 
those in their family, church and 
professional circles. Graduate 
recipients serve as a models and 
sources of moral and material 
support in their communities; all 
are engaged in ‘paying forward’ 
the support they have received. 

“AMSF made it possible to complete my degree.”

“Glory be given to God of the impossible”:  
IECA Training for women and children

Graduation ceremony for 100 students of 
IECA tutoring project, held in IECA church 
in Quito, November 12.



As IECA General 
Secretary Andre Cangovi 
tells the story, in 1914, 
at the inaugural celebra-
tion of the Dondi Mission 
Station, one of the stated 
goals/dreams was to 
eventually offer uni-
versity level education. 
For decades, Portuguese 
colonial restrictions 
kept that from happen-
ing. Then came years 
of war. But based on 
current needs and new 
possibilities, IECA has 
returned to that dream. 
For over two years, an 
“installation commis-
sion” has been actively 
laying the groundwork 
for a university at Dondi, 
and earlier this year, they 
received needed govern-
ment approval. They 
hope to begin instruction 
in March of 2018!

The university (techni-
cally, for now, a “superior 
polytechnic institute”) 
will follow the normal 
timeline of enrolling 
students this coming 
January and February, 
for classes that start in 
March, with the hope of 
enrolling 500 students 
the first year. The plan-
ning team has already 
recruited faculty, devel-

oped courses of study 
and curriculum, and been 
fundraising within IECA. 
The school will begin by 
offering five key areas of 
study: primary educa-
tion, theology, health/
nursing, agriculture, and 
dentistry. The agriculture 
program will work to 
grow farming capacity 
at Dondi. The health/
nursing and dentistry 
programs will work 
with the hospital that is 
already up and running at 
Dondi, with Director Dr. 
Abel Ulundu now present 
full time. For the time 
being the Dondi Superior 
Polytechnic Institute 
will use existing Currie 
Institute classroom space, 
although the rooms need 
to be refurbished, and 
the beautiful new library 
building needs to be 
outfitted with computers/
internet and many more 
printed resources.

 To help finance these 
start-up costs, deal with 
the difficult currency 
crisis, as well as meet 
another urgent need in 
the church nationwide, 
IECA is working with 
the Illinois Conference 
of the United Church 
of Christ to have new 

hymnals printed and sold 
to IECA members. With 
hundreds of thousands of 
new members since the 
last edition of the hymnal 
in 2008, as well as new 
language needs in the 
geographically broaden-
ing church, IECA needs 
at least 50,000 new hym-
nals. The Illinois Confer-
ence is now fundraising 
for the production cost of 
$130,000, and the United 
Church of Canada has 

already made a gener-
ous contribution. When 
the hymnals are deliv-
ered, IECA will use the 
proceeds to cover a large 
part of the university 
start-up costs. This will, 
in effect, at least double 
the value of the hymnal 
donations.

 With God’s favor, 
IECA will soon be able 
to celebrate the begin-
ning of university level 
education at Dondi, ful-

filling a dream 104 years 
in the making.

 For more information 
about the Illinois Confer-
ence involvement in the 
Dondi University and the 
hymnal fundraising proj-
ects, contact Nancy Reed 
(nreed8603@yahoo.
com) or Mike Solberg  
(jmichaelsolberg@gmail.
com). For those wishing 
to support UniDondi, go 
to www.AngolaHymnals.
org

Opening Dondi University with help from hymnals 
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

Above, Currie Institute, the fu-
ture home of Dondi University

Right, Mike Solberg with baby 
Martin on his back, Waku Kungo

Nursing students who may enroll in the University

By Rev Mike Solberg Senior Pastor with the United 
Church of Christ in Illinois

Note: Readers may recall that Rev Solberg swam 
the English Channel to raise funds for the IECA Waku 
Kungu School in Angola, where he and his daughter 
have taught English. In 2016, Rev Solberg and his wife 
Janine helped deliver solar lanterns donated by AMSF 
to four IECA Schools: the Waku Kungu School, the Rev 
Joyce School in Amboiva and two schools in Dondi.


