
In 2012, our vocational 
training centres continued to 
serve young people and women 
aged from 30-48. We offered 
courses in English, informa-
tion technology (IT), cooking, 
pastry-making, accounting and 
management. We added a new 
subject, electrician training for 
construction projects. AMSF 
funds were distributed to the fol-
lowing selected training centres, 
which when combined with 
student fees, enabled them to 
function efficiently and sustain-
ably. 

Caála/Huambo enrolled 313 
students, 209 of whom did very 
well. The Centre has challenges 
because staff and students have 

no space to work adequately. 
Bailundo/Huambo enrolled 
28 students in culinary and 
pastry-making classes. Cassoco 
enrolled 67 students in pastry-
making, English, computer 
science, literacy or electrician 
training for construction.  Sumbe 
enrolled 110 students in English, 
97 in IT, 12 in pastry-making, 
and 7 in the cake decoration.

The AMSF grant has also 
helped us put on a refresher 
course for 30 community 
development facilitators. These 
women are working in several 
provinces with communities 
of varying socio-political and 
economic circumstances, to help 
other women in the fight against 

poverty. I am enclosing letters of 
from four of these students. See 
page 3 for the letters.

God be praised always. Thank 
you for all the support we have 
received from AMSF which is 
helping a lot of people. Young 
women are finding jobs and 
women are creating small busi-
nesses to support their families. 
God bless you.

ANGOLA MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

HELPING THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA SINCE 1971

Donations
In memory of: Rev Ed 
Brown, Dr. George & Phyllis 
Burgess, Bessie Dalrymple 
& Rev. Whitney Dalrymple, 
Eleanor Ferguson, Rev. Tom 
Gilchrist, Dolly Juff,  Rev. Eu-
gene Myers, Mary MacDou-
gall, Ruth McDowell, Kate 
Rutherford, Rev. Arthur Steed, 
Rev. Harold Steed, Lillian 
Taylor, Frances Walbridge.

In honour of: Helen Buckler, 
Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown, 
Rev. Etta Snow’s work with 
women in Angola and her 
60th year in ministry and her 
85th birthday
How to donate, page 4

By Rev Lucia Chitula
Program director of the IECA Formation School Program, translated by José Ndala Borges

Thank-you
Appreciative letter to donors 
from AMSF Scholarship 
recipient. Translated by José 
Ndala Borges

My name is Abilio Joa-
quim Francisco. I have been 
an AMSF 
scholarship 
recipient since 
the second year 
of my current 
studies. I have 
been married to 
Berta Carmona 
Joaquim since 
1985 and we 
are the parents of six children. 
I have to thank the brothers 
and sisters who are helping us 
in this study project, because 
today I’m doing the 4th year 
of the Bachelor of Philosophy 
in the Faculty of Letters of the 
University Agostinho Neto in 
Luanda. Your support came 
at a moment when I wanted Culinary class in Caála/Huambo  
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AMSF-supported Formation 
School program adds new courses

Continued on page 4



Above, Lincoln Alexander and other mem-
bers of the Hamilton tour group with Dr Sid 
Gilchrist (far left), Dr George Burgess (second 
from right) and Mrs Yvonne Alexander (far 
right)
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Lincoln Alexander passed away in mid 
October at the age of 90 in his home town of 
Hamilton. If you’re from Hamilton, you know 
about Linc. The east/west highway is named 
after him, and in 2006 he was voted the 
Greatest Hamiltonian. His passing, the state 
funeral and the tributes to his life brought 
back memories of several encounters with 
Linc.  

The first encounter was in 1960 when he 
visited Angola with a group from Hamilton. 
(The group later formed the Hamilton Africa 
Goodwill Foundation). I was about nine years 
old at the time. 

My most vivid memory was of him sing-
ing “How Great Thou Art” to an assembled 
group of what seemed like a thousand people. 
We were all impressed by his giant size and 
booming voice. He expressed excitement to 
be back in the land of his ancestors. 

The second encounter, oft repeated as 
part of our family lore, was the trip with the 
Canadian visitors to Bailundu where Sid and 
Frankie Gilchrist lived. Wally McNicol want-
ed to photograph Sid’s huge pet goat Billy. 
Billy did not appreciate this. He approached 
Wally from behind and butted him in the 
backside, lifting him clear off the ground and 
tearing his pants.  Wally managed to regain 
his balance and make a quick getaway, but 
left his expensive camera and tripod in the 
corral with Billy. Linc decided that he was 
bigger than Billy and with everyone looking 
on in fear, quickly darted in and rescued the 
camera.  Fortunately Billy backed off.  In his 
memoirs, Linc talked about how his trip to 
Africa was transformative.  He began making 
speeches to raise development money for 
Africa. He later toured 21 African countries 
along with his wife, inspecting development 
projects of Operation Crossroads Africa.

My next close encounter with Linc was in 
2006 when we asked him to help us celebrate 
the official opening of the Hamilton Family 
Health Team. I was the lead physician at the 
time. Ministry officials, politicians and com-
munity leaders gathered at the office of Linc’s 
family physician where he got his flu shot and 
then made his usual intelligent, humorous and 
supportive remarks about the importance of 

Above, Linc singing “How 
Great Thou Art”. Right, Linc 
examining a drum. 

Close encounters with Lincoln Alexander

primary health care reform. I 
introduced myself and asked 
if he remembered his trip 
to Angola, and he said “Of 
course.” The following week 
I printed digital copies of 
Mom’s and Dad’s slides of 
the trip and took them to his 
home. He was most apprecia-
tive and remembered well the 
Billy goat story and singing 
“How Great Thou Art”.

Linc was a supporter of 
AMSF, The Hamilton Good-
will Africa Foundation, Operation Crossroads 
Africa and Canadian Crossroads Africa along 
with innumerable other charitable causes and 
organizations.  He was a great Canadian and 
touched the lives of millions.

By Ken Burgess
Note: Lincoln Alexander, an AMSF support-
er, was a Canadian statesman who served 
as a Member of Parliament in the House of 
Commons, the federal Minister of Labour, 
and later as the 24th Lieutenant Governor of 
Ontario.
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Letters translated by Maria Bonga

Letter from Fatima Nascimento who 
works in the community of Muachiyava, 
in the municípality of Luau 

I, Fatima N. S Nascimento, born 24/01/60 
in Moxico province and a member of IECA, 
was a recipient of AMSF assistance for 3 
phases of the community development agent 
training. I declare that it was very appreci-
ated and it was a very lovely initiative, 
as a good brain was recognized and great 
knowledge was gained. I promise to garnish 
the community with the knowledge acquired 
from those studies.

Letter from Julia Wandi, Maria Chi-
solosse Correia and Juliana Mauricio, 
who work in the community of Vihango, 
Huila Province

Vision is not a characteristic of many. 
Most people find that it is better to work just 
for themselves. We, integrated community 
development agents of Huila -- Julia Wandi, 
Maria Chisolosse Correia and Juliana Mau-
ricio -- give thanks to God and the general 
directorate of the IECA Women’s Society 
that promoted three phases of the Formation 
School community development course, 
with the sponsorship of AMSF, with the 
purpose of educating the community.

People without vision die. With the vision 
that re-opened for us during the three phases 

Continued from page 1

Fatima is a graduate of the  
community development 
course of the IECA Forma-
tion School program.

Community development agents from Huila province, Julia 
Wandi, Maria Chisolosse Correia and Juliana Mauricio.

Well over 100 people gathered to cel-
ebrate Rev Etta's 60 years of ministry in 
Canada and Angola on June 24, 2012. The 
celebration took place at her home church of 
Humbervale United, in Etobicoke, Ontario. 
Guests included far flung members of Rev 
Etta's family, former parishioners, col-
leagues, friends, AMSF members and of 
course fellow congregants who had orga-
nized the event beautifully. AMSF treasurer 
Eleanor Ellins was the wonderful overall 
coordinator of the event.

Participants attended a service of celebra-
tion at which the former UCC moderator 
the Very Rev Marion Pardy delivered the 
sermon. Her poetic and passionate message 
can be found under the biography button on 
the AMSF website at http://angolamsf.org/
esnow.html. 

Rev Pardy had travelled with Rev Etta to 
Angola in 2005 and they share the con-
nection of being pioneering women clergy 
from their home province of Newfoundland. 
The service of celebration was followed 
by a meal together and many spontaneous 
speeches of appreciation. Rev Etta was even 
awarded a crown of glory by Humbervale 
congregants. AMSF Vice President Maria 
Bonga read aloud messages of congratula-
tion from Angolan colleagues and friends in 
English, Portuguese and Umbundu.

Honouring AMSF member Rev 
Etta Snow’s 60 years of ministry

Photo by Rev Joyce Myers Brown 
Marion Pardy and Etta Snow

of the community development course in 
Benguela/Gaiatos and then in Kanata and 
in Alto Liro, it was possible for us to work 
with the Vihango community which is 16 
Kms away from the Lubango City Center. 
Vihango had big problems for lack of food. 
Miserably, these people resorted to tying 
belts around their abdomens (from kids to 

adults) to assuage their hunger. They were 
sleeping under the trees instead of going out 
and acquiring their daily bread. Today with 
the help of community development agents 
these people work so efficiently that they 
have  have enough to eat and enough left 
over to sell for a little pocket money. 

Praise the Lord!

“We thank you for your 85 years of 
robust, courageous living; for 60
years of exemplary ministry filled 
with passion and compassion.”
Very Rev Marion Pardy



www.angolamsf.org Page 4

How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
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Harold Steed grew up in 
Angola as a “missionary 
kid”. After completing his 
theological education in 
Canada, he returned to An-
gola to work on the mission 
field of his childhood for ten years. Harold 
then held several pastorates in southern 
Ontario. He was an early supporter of 
AMSF and an AMSF regional representa-
tive for many years. Harold maintained a 
life-long passion for Angola, and the Ovim-
bundu with whom he felt a kinship.

Following is part of the eulogy Frank 
Collins delivered at a celebration of Har-
old’s life on September 15 in Kitchener, 
Ontario. 

I was born and grew up in Angola and 
Harold went there as a young child, so despite 
a 23-year difference in age, we had similar 
boyhood memories. He later returned as a 
missionary, so many of the people, places and 
events I remember from my teens, he remem-
bered as an adult. We also shared a knowl-
edge and love of the Umbundu language.  

In Umbundu, to say of someone that he or 
she is an “omunu muele” or “true person” is a 
warm tribute indeed. Harold was an “omunu 
muele”.  

On a recent visit, I wanted Harold to know 
that that is how we felt about him, and why, 
everywhere he went, people loved him. So 
I told him a story related by his friend and 
colleague in Chissamba, the Rev Frederico 
Chivala. I said, “I’m using it to say something 
about you”.  

Remembering Rev Harold Steed: 1918-2012

A man had to move from his own village 
to another village he didn’t know. On his way, 
he met a Sekulu (grandfather in Umbundu) 
taking the sun.  The man said to the Sekulu, 
“I have to move from village A to village 
B where you live. What are the people here 
like?”  

“Well”, said the Sekulu, “What are the 
people in village A like?”  

“Awful”, replied the man, “Selfish, quar-
relsome, no loyalty”.  “Well, I’m sorry to tell 
you”, said the Sekulu, “that the people here in 
village B are just like that too”.

A few days later another traveler stopped 
by the Sekulu’s place toexplain that he was 
moving from village A to village B, and asked 
what the people there were like.  

Again the Sekulu asked what the people in 
village A were like.  “Affectionate, kind and 
fun neighbours”, came the reply.  “I’m happy 
to tell you”, said the Sekulu, “That you’re go-
ing to find the people here in village B to be 
exactly like that too”.

We reminisced about little details from our 
everyday lives as kids, such as ombowe.  Om-

bowe is a form of the tuber manioc. You must 
soak it and roast it before eating the treat. 
But Ombowe has a very strong aroma. On 
his return to Angola as an adult with his wife 
Lilian, Harold was impatient to introduce her 
to the treat.  One day he got some, roasted it 
by an outdoor fire, and happily brought it in to 
the house to enjoy together, only to be greeted 
by the words “Eat that outside” from Lilian, 
who was assaulted by the strong aroma.

Our happiest conversations were about 
language, Umbundu in particular. Sharing 
a meal recently, we recalled that not too far 
from Dondi is the river Ko.  If you say in Um-
bundu, “Over there is not the Ko, the Ko is 
over there”, it comes out “Oko hakoko ko Ko, 
ko Ko koko”. Harold chuckled “The people 
at that table are going to think you have a ter-
rible stutter”.  

When Harold moved from his church 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake years ago, mutual 
friends in the choir there, asked me to suggest 
something they might sing in Umbundu at his 
last service.  I gave them the words for the 
hymn “God be with you ‘till we meet again”.  

Suku a kale kumue lene hu,
Toke tu li sanga vali.
A yelise vonjila yene,
Suku a kale kumue lene hu.
May God be with you always
Until we meet again. 
May he clear the way along your path.  
God be with you always.

This is my wish for Sekulu Harold, on his 
journey.  

to cancel course registration for lack of 
resources for further study, since the income 
I make is not even enough to pay for the 
studies of our children.

My professional life since January 15, 
1992, is as a pastor of MEPA, the Church 
of the Evangelical Pentecostal Mission of 
Angola. I am the MEPA National Director 
of prayer and intercession. My wife, after 

Continued from page 1 completing 8th grade, had to quit school due 
to lack of sufficient financial resources and is 
waiting until we receive support to continue 
with her studies.

All my family and the Evangelical Pen-
tecostal Mission Church cannot thank you 
enough for the support we have been receiv-
ing from AMSF since the year 2010. May 
our Lord bless you richly. 

Editor’s note: CICA, the ecumenical 
Angolan Council of Churches, adminis-
ters AMSF scholarship grants like the one 
Rev. Francisco has received. Among its 
other important work this year has been 
organizing a program of civic electoral 
education at all levels of society, prior to 
the June 2012 national elections. CICA 
has been an advocate for peaceful demo-
cratic elections since 1992.

IECA church and congregation in Chissamba,
where Harold worked as a missionary.


