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AMSF has granted $20,000 for post second-
ary scholarships, administered by the Angolan 
Council of Christian Churches. This amount 
supports 15 students. They are studying in areas 
such as financial management, mechanical 
engineering, accounting, theology, philosophy 
and international relations.

AMSF has granted $40,000 to the Formation 
School program of IECA. Rev Lucia Chitula, 
head of the women’s association of IECA 
which manages this formation school program, 
reports that this money is being used as follows:

34 women are being trained as community
  development agents.
4 women are being trained as trainers.
1 woman is studying English in South Africa.
66 women are taking cooking and decoration 
 courses in Bailundu.
A large number of women will take courses 
 in baking, cooking and decoration 
 in the Cunene and Kuando Kubango 
 regions.

AMSF 2010 grants review

Sumbe Formation Centre sewing class
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By André Fuca, agronomist 
working for the government in 
the Angolan province of Cabinda. 
André is a former AMSF scholar-
ship recipient. 

Introduction by Eleanor Knight, 
AMSF regional rep: André Fuca 
was twice forced to take refuge in 
the Congo. He and his family suf-

fered greatly 
during those 
years of 
unrest. André 
wanted to 
help his 
people so 
he studied 
Medicine for 
one year in 
the Congo. 

He then was inspired to transfer 
to Agriculture. André was finally 
able to return to Cabinda at 40 to 
begin working as an agricultural 
researcher. He was responsible for 
studies on crops such as peanuts 
and cassava. André also works with 
the church on cooperative projects 
directed towards improving the 
economic lives of villagers. Allen 
Knight dubbed André an Overcom-
er of Difficulties. This dedicated 
agriculturist and his family are 
remembered in our prayers.

Receive, dear President, the 
thanks of a repeated recipient of 
AMSF scholarships.

During my studies  I was 
president of the community of 
Angolan refugee students living in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
My courage and dedication have 
been an example for many young 
compatriots. My story was written 

The Formation School leaders are focusing 
this year on leadership development. Secondly 
the leadership has decided to rotate AMSF 
grant support among the formation schools; this 
year’s grant is supporting Bailundu, Cunene and 
Kuando Kubango Centres. Thirdly the leader-
ship cultivates future self sufficiency. They do 
this by encouraging formation centres who have 
received grants to pay them back over time, for 
use in supporting Continued on page 4Continued on page 4

Scholarship 
thank you email

Eleanor Knight

Bailundu Formation Centre display of handwork 
and traditional crafted kitchenware.
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2010 was the year I finally 
was able to return to my child-
hood home in Angola. It had spe-
cial meaning for me because my 
brother David joined the group, 
in addition to my husband, 2 
sons and a daughter-in-law. 

Our family spent most of our 
time in Lobito and Benguela, 
with a side trip to Huambo and 
Dondi. Eva and José Chipenda 
hosted us in Lobito at the Casa 
Missionaria, my old house. It 
looked wonderful to me, well 
tended although in need of a 
new roof. It was great to spend 
time with Eva and José since the 
Chipendas and Hendersons have 
been friends for 3 generations.

Angola in 2010 is a country 
on the move. Roads and bridges 
are being built, the Chinese are 
rebuilding the CFB railroad, 
housing is going up, traffic in 
Luanda is insane, and a refin-
ery is being built in the Lobito 
hills. I could feel a real sense of 
energy.

Angola in 2010 is also a 
country in desperate need 
of better roads, schools, and 
healthcare. Immediately off the 
main drag in Lobito, the roads 

Journey home after 44 years
By Nancy Henderson-James
author of At Home Abroad, a memoir of her childhood living in 
Lobito and Dondi with her siblings and United Church of Christ mis-
sionary parents Rev Larry and Ki Henderson. Larry authored several 
books on the church in Angola, including a biography of Rev. Jesse 
Chipenda. The Hendersons were active AMSF supporters. Nancy vis-
ited several educational programs of the Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola (IECA) that have received AMSF funding.

are full of ruts and potholes. The 
Canata IECA school (funded 
by AMSF) stands out as large 
and welcoming compared to 
Lobito’s tiny public schools. The 
Jardim Infantil, directed by Eva 
Chipenda, serving 160 children, 
is the only nursery school/ 
day care in all of Lobito. The 
Centro de Formação, (funded by 
AMSF) which offers classes in 
Computer Skills, English, and 
Culinary Arts, has been success-
ful at educating people for jobs. 
Even the army sent students to 
Eva’s culinary class. In Lobito 
we participated in a memorial 
service for my parents, Larry and 
Ki Henderson. We also attended 
a women’s meeting in Benguela, 
and the 18th anniversary of Ecos 
do Evangelio radio station, in 
Canata. The celebration was a 
huge ecumenical event with 10 
choirs from Lobito.

To respect the strong connec-
tion many older Angolans still 
feel with our parents’ work, we 
visited the Emmanuel seminary 
in Kachiungo (funded by AMSF) 
that used to operate in Dondi. I 
was unprepared for the strength 
of my emotional reaction to the 3 

strong women faculty, Rev. Ad-
elaide Tomas, Rev. Adelaide Cat-
anha, and Rev. Rebeca Nanjesse 
Canganjo- especially to Rev. 
Adelaide Catanya who had been 
a good friend of my mother’s, 
though considerably younger.- 
we were both overcome with 
feeling. The Kachiungo Semi-
nary faculty gave us a tour of 
their cramped quarters to show 
us why they are determined to 
move back to Dondi. A huge 
need there (and everywhere in 
Angola) is for books on all top-
ics in Portuguese. The seminary 
uses my father’s A Igreja em 
Angola (The Church in Angola) 
as the text in some classes, but 
the library has only one copy. 
Unfortunately it is out of print.

Anyone who has traveled 
to Dondi knows how dispirit-

7480 women came from all 
over Angola to a 3 day IECA 
outdoor camp held in the centre 
of Dondi.  The purpose of this 
gathering was to consolidate 
the unity of IECA women and 
to build support for the recon-
struction of the former Means 
School for young women. The 

ing it can be. In the midst of all 
the ruins, a few buildings have 
been rebuilt including those 
housing elementary schools 
and domestic sciences courses 
(both funded by AMSF). Half 
of the old Knight house, where 
my parents lived when I visited 
them in 1966, houses a pastor’s 
family. The front half is a ruin. 
Dondi presented many questions 
in my mind about what IECA 
should do with this large, valu-
able property.  Perhaps Dondi 
could become a model farm and 
agricultural school.

I have had a rich, exciting, 
sad, dismaying, unforgettable 
trip. Since I have a 2-year visa, I 
may try to come back before Au-
gust 2012. My trip blog is posted 
at website  nancyhj.wordpress.
com.

Rev. Fernando Catanha, Rev. Adelaide Tomas, Rev. Adelaide Catanha, 
Nancy, and Rev. Rebeca Nanjesse Canganjo. 

Enlarge the place of thy tent (Isaiah 54:2)
First national camp of IECA women, Aug 2010

reminiscing of Means and 
Lutamo School alumni educated 
the younger generation campers 
about Dondi’s history as IECA’s 
higher education centre. The 
women toured Dondi-walking to 
Means, Lutamo and the Hospi-
tal. Highly motivated by these 
activities the campers made gen-

erous offerings at 2 services of 
worship. This  included substan-
tial cash and in kind gifts rang-
ing from cornmeal to clothes to 
plastic chairs. These offerings 
were shared out among the 
Kachiungo Seminary, the Dondi 
domestic sciences program and 
the Currie Institute Chapel. The 

women plan to have a second 
national camp in 2012  

Note: Isaiah 54:2 was the 
text AMSF past president Rev 
Etta Snow used in her sermon to 
the 2009 Camundongo Mission 
Jubilee. It is exciting to hear 
how the women of  IECA are 
enlarging their tents 
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Marion: Mal and I began 
our wedded life in Quessua, 
Angola, having met and mar-
ried in Lisbon while studying 
Portuguese. Highlights of those 
Quessua years were the births our 
first 2 daughters, getting to know, 
love, and work with our mis-
sionary “family”, and the great  
privilege of living among the 
Angolan people. We were moved 
by their acceptance of us, their 
generosity, their Christian faith. 
My days were more than filled 
with giving cooking and nutrition 
classes to teenage girls at Escola 
Henda, teaching knitting to Bible 
School women, and taking care 
of 2 little girls The girls at Henda 
were delightful, serious in their 
studies and in their faith and yet 
impish on occasion. I can still 
see their excitement in “punch-
ing down” the risen bread dough 
and watching Senhor Malcolm 
“crank” the ice cream and explain 
the chemistry of it. 

Marion McVeigh teaches a young women’s baking class. 

Why we support AMSF
Fall 2010

By Rev. Malcolm & Marion 
McVeigh
Methodist missionaries in Ques-
sua, Angola until war broke 
out, whereupon they worked in 
Zaire and Kenya. Malcolm is an 
AMSF regional rep.

Malcolm: I was given the op-
portunity to study the Kimbundu 
language in preparation for 
evangelistic work. My co-worker 
Andre Dias, was one of the finest 
Christians I have ever met. Work-
ing in the villages, rural churches, 
and schools gave me such an 
appreciation of the people I met: 
their devotion to the faith and 

Muggie Dawson - A call for stories
Margaret (Muggie) Dawson was a United 

Church of Canada missionary in Angola during 
the early 1950s. She was involved in teacher 
training and creative curriculum developments 
such as rhythm bands. Muggie was a gifted 
portrait painter, capturing images of local IECA 
church leaders. Jean Burgess is interested in 

Portrait of 
Dona Flora 
by Muggie 
Dawson

compiling an article or booklet on Muggie’s 
artistic heritage. She would be delighted to hear 
from anyone who might wish to participate in 
such a project or to contribute stories or copies 
of Muggie’s paintings. Jean can be reached at 
jean.burgess@unb.ca or at 12 Zionville Road, 
Taymouth NB, E6C 1Y3 Canada

their reliance on the mercies of 
the Lord. I felt I was the one who 
came away blessed to have lived 
and worked among them

How pleased Marion and I are 
to be part of the great fellow-
ship of caring and support that 
AMSF provides to the Angolans, 
as we are ever mindful of so 
much they passed on to us at an 

earlier time. We are grateful for 
the opportunity through AMSF to 
give again, this time in a material 
way to the work we feel the Lord 
called us to so many years ago. 
By supporting AMSF in helping 
to educate more Christian leaders 
for Angola we are honoured to 
feel a part of this emerging new 
nation.

Malcolm and Marion
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

Fall 2010

Donations
In memory of: Jean Brown, Dr. George Burgess, 
Rev. Larry & Ki Henderson, Rev. & Mrs. J. A. 
Hockin,  Mary MacDougall,  Denis Malcolm, 
Frank Oliva, Arthur Steed, Frances Walbridge, 
Cathy Ward.  

In honour of : Helen DeWit, Deborah Gilchrist on 
her retirement from teaching,  Eleanor Knight on 
her 90th birthday,  Mrs. Eric Jerrett, Ruth McDow-
ell on her 95th birthday,  Rev. Dr. Marion Purdy, 
Frances Walbridge.

During my tenure as your Treasurer, AMSF has 
been the recipient of several generous bequests.  
These gifts are transferred to our Investment Fund, 
where they generate new income. This income will 
support AMSF’s annual donations to Angola well 
into the future, even with a diminishing donor base.

We thought it appropriate that we should pause 
to report on and pay tribute to those generous and 
thoughtful bequest donors. This list goes back to 
2007:

These funds came to us in various ways: 
Bequests from a number of Estates: Elaine 

Childs-Gowell, Bishop Ralph Dodge, Mary Mac-
Dougall, James N. Pritchard, Nancy Tolley, Lance 
Ward, Pearl Wilson

A Trust Fund set up by Dr. George Burgess 
with the United Church of Canada from which we 
received annually Flow-Through interest.

Annual interest from two Endowment Funds in-
vested by First United Church in Truro, honouring 
Whitney Dalrymple and Mary MacDougall.

A Life Insurance Policy turned over to our own-
ership by Elizabeth Brown.

A generous donation for the Investment Fund 
from Grant Henwood (happily still very much with 
us and a continuing donor).   

This report indicates the variety of ways such 
‘bequests’ can be handled and you can see how 
much these people cared -- $110,500 over four 
years.  We owe an enormous thank you to each one 
of them.

A marvellous way 
to help
By Eleanor Ellins

Continued from page 1
more fledgling formation schools. 
Sumbe Centre for instance has reim-
bursed $10,000 over a 3 year period

AMSF has granted $5,000 for 
enhancement of young women’s home 
economics training project in Dondi. 
It is hoped that this enhanced program 
will serve as a pilot project for other 
regions.

AMSF has granted $10,000 for lo-
cally made bunk beds and mattresses 

about by  Dr. Allen Knight in a past 
AMSF newsletter.

In 1996, I completed my out of 
country studies and  immediately 
returned to  Cabinda. Here  I have 
served 1) as technician at the Institute 
for Agricultural Development 

2) as Head of the Agricultural 
Research Station of S. Vicente in Cabi-
nda, 3) as an Assistant Administrator 
of the municipality of Cacongo, 4) as 
a Senior Executive Secretariat of the 
Order of the Provincial Planning, Ur-
banism and Environment, and 5) now 
of the Secretariat of Support for Small 

Continued from page 1 and Medium Enterprises.
I take this opportunity to thank once 

again all AMSF and individual bene-
factors who have made the refugee that 
I was an executive who is now helping 
the reconstruction of my country. 
Thanks to the tenacious support of Dr. 
Allen Knight who made my education 
possible, the seeds of life he has sown 
will continue to germinate to give life 
to hope.

For anyone who wishes to com-
municate with me I can be reached 
at Andrew David Capita Fuca   10, 
Tchiavela, Mbuco Cabinda / Angola. 
Tel: 00244913138474/922994605 

for a student residence in Dondi. This 
residence is presently used by home 
economics students.

In March of 2010 forced demolition 
of houses along the Mocamedes rail-
way in the city of Lubango displaced 
3000 families. The Evangelical Con-
gregational Church of Angola made 
an international appeal for emergency 
support for these families. AMSF con-
tributed $5,000 towards reestablishing 
schools for the displaced children. 

Displaced people waiting for land. Photo by Luis Samacumbi


