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Grants
AMSF has made the following 

grants to Angola for 2011/12:
• $40,000 to the Women’s Society 

of IECA (Evangelical Congregation-
al Church of Angola) for their For-
mation School Program and integral 
development agent training program 
called Omunga/Unity. See article 
by Rev. Lucia Chitula, right.

• $35,000 to CICA (Angolan 
Council of Christian Churches) for 
scholarships for post secondary 
education in institutions throughout 
the country. See letter by an AMSF 
scholarship recipient on page 3.

• Other project proposals for this 
period are still in development at 
this time, for example the curricu-
lum documentation project for the 
Dondi Marriage Preparation course. 
See article by Mary Collins, who 
visited the Dondi course, page 2.

Did You Know?
• AMSF runs on 100% volunteer 

support. We have no staff.
• We used 10% of all donations 

and bequests for operating costs in 
2008, 6.15% in 2009 and just 4% in 
2010.

• Our Board of Directors abides 
by the Canadian Centre for Philan-
thropy’s Ethical Fundraising and 
Financial Accountability Code.

• If you wish to make a dona-
tion to AMSF for a friend or family 
member this holiday season, AMSF 
would be pleased to honour your 
recipient with recognition in the 
spring issue of the AMSF newslet-
ter. In your card, let your recipient 
know that your contribution may 
be used to support an engineering 
student’s academic fees, a medi-
cal student’s text books or sewing 
or cooking materials for women’s 
training courses. 

How to donate, page 4.

By Rev. Lucia Chitula
Head of the IECA Women’s Society
Editor’s Note: The Women’s Society is using 
an AMSF grant towards the development of 
an exciting new program, outlined below.

From October 2010 to Agust 2011, the direc-
tors of the IECA (Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola) Women’s Society worked 
in the province of Benguela with a group of 30 
women. The women aged between 20 and 60 

years. The directors  trained these women to be-
come integrated development agents. This proj-
ect was named Omunga which means “unity.” 
It had the specific objective of revitalizing the 
human resources department of the Women’s So-
ciety and IECA. Its  general objectives were to: 

• Empower women in their capacity for proj-
ect design, business, and its implementation  

• Help raise the majority of IECA women in 
their own development  Continued on page 4

IECA Women’s Society Spearheads 
Women’s Leadership Training

The beach is the scene of Bible study, one of the leadership development courses.
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Tom Gilchrist, 1926-2011
AMSF marks the passing of a central figure in this organiza-

tion’s history and celebrates a rich life led in the service of others 
on two continents. Here are excerpts of the eulogy penned by 
his wife of 60 years, Kathleen Gilchrist, with additions by their 
children.

Tom was born in 1926 in Edmonton, where his father, Dr. 
Sid Gilchrist, was doing his medical missionary internship.  Dr 
Gilchrist and his wife Frankie went on to serve from 1930-1966 
as UCC missionaries in Angola, Africa. That is where Tom spent 
his childhood.   Continued on page 4



By Mary Collins
Last spring, retired medical missionary 

Dr. Betty Bridgman and I lived the dream 
of many readers of this newsletter when we 
made our second visit together to Angola.  
Our trip in 1996 had been my first return in 38 
years. I had left at the age of 14 in 1958 when 
my parents, Rev. Ralph and Jean Collins, 
ended their 33-year missionary service there.

Our visits both this year and in 1996 
were unofficial and personal, but totally 
church-based. Everywhere we were joyfully 
welcomed by ministers and lay people of the 
Igreja Evangelica Congregacional em Angola 
(IECA), our United Church of Canada partner 
church. Many Angolans we met remembered 
Betty and my parents. Some credited Betty’s 
surgery with saving their lives. My brother 
Dr. Stephen Collins, who lives and works in 
Angola, arranged our itinerary and accompa-
nied us throughout our visit. 

In 1996 the country was still in a state of 
civil war, and the destruction we saw was 
devastating. This time, we visited an Angola 
living in ‘peace’. Everywhere, however, we 
saw and felt the tragic aftermath of almost 30 
years of war: families with members missing, 
severe poverty, damaged infrastructure, and 
lack of adequate medical, educational and 
other services. As with our first visit, we were 
deeply inspired by the courage and hope of the 
people in the face of overwhelming challeng-
es. In 1996 I asked one pastor what message 
he would like me to bring back to Christians 
in Canada. “Tell them,” he said, “All the 
buildings are destroyed, but the people wor-
ship, and the church lives.” I never forgot his 
words. This year, we again saw that indeed, 
the people worship and the church lives.  

Each of the three Sunday services we 
attended - in Lubango, Kachiungu, and 
Huambo - held some 1,000 worshippers. 
And in each mission centre we visited in the 
interior a mid-week worship service was held 
to formally welcome us. Everywhere we went 
we learned about the outreach work of IECA, 
some of it supported by AMSF donors.  In the 
southern city of Lubango, where we began 
and ended our visit, Rev. Adelaide Neyala 
showed us the ruined home of two IECA 
pastors. The back rooms were demolished by 
the government, leaving the front rooms too 
structurally unsound to live in. The demoli-
tion was part of the government’s forcible 
eviction of thousands of people in 2010 for 
the expansion of the railroad-bed.  Displaced 
residents were dumped miles from Lubango, 

far from any source of water or wood for fuel.  
IECA wanted to provide food and community 
reconstruction support to the displaced with 
the help of international agencies, including 
AMSF.  However, the government authori-
ties would allow the church only to support 
the older folk to build new homes. The local 
IECA synod is helping to build six homes. 

In the coastal city of Lobito we were 
graciously hosted by eminent church leaders 
Rev. José and Dona Eva Chipenda. They 
guided us first to the IECA kindergarten in 
Canata, co-founded and coordinated by Dona 
Eva Chipenda. The children enjoy an impres-
sive program of education, creative arts, 
nutritious snacks, and more, under a gifted 
team of teachers. We then saw the IECA 
Formation Centre next door, also coordi-
nated by Dona Eva Chipenda, which offers 
courses in computers, English, and cooking. 
(The IECA Formation School program, with 
Centres throughout central and southern An-
gola, receives yearly AMSF funding.) After a 
welcoming evening service, we saw the IECA 
health centre in which nurses are trained, 

using the state curriculum.  
Rev. José and Dona Eva 
deeply impressed us with 
their wisdom and insight, 
and with their full commit-
ment to the education of 
their people and to helping 
IECA meet the difficult 
challenges of a changing 
Angola.

From the coast we 
drove into the inte-
rior where Betty and my 
parents had worked and 
where my siblings and I 
were born and grew up. In 
Dondi and Lutamo we saw 
ruins of academic institu-

tions and former missionary houses, including 
my childhood home. In the nearby town of 
Kachiungu we visited Emmanuel Seminary, 
which has been funded by the AMSF.  Our 
hosting professors were Rev. Rebeca Nanjes-
se Canganjo, Rev. Delphina Nachihemba, 
Rev. Adelaide Catanha, and her husband Rev. 
Fernando Catanha. These seminary faculty 
members also each serve at least one pastor-
ate. Learning of the work of the seminary, 
so desperately short of resources, and of the 
pastoral work of these ministers, we were 
inspired by the words of Rev. Rebeca. “The 
challenges are difficult,” she said in English, 
“But we are very animated.”

The dedication of staff and students at the 
Home Economics/Marriage Preparation Pro-
gram in Dondi profoundly impressed us. This 
pilot project, supported by AMSF, will be a 
model for establishing similar schools else-
where. Under the tireless guidance of Dona 
Leontina Namuyeka, 22 girls and 3 boys with 
minimal formal education are learning such 
basic home-making skills as sewing, knitting, 
embroidery, and cooking. The leaders hope 
to increase the enrolment to 60, but budget 
constraints are a limiting factor. The students 
cannot afford to pay the full fee. Funds, and 
thus supplies, are scarce. As one example, we 
watched students breaking apart thick string 
to make thread.  

After a wonderful welcome in the city 
of Kuito, three representatives of the IECA 
Women’s Association joined us to accompany 
us throughout our time in Bié Province - an 
unexpected and generous courtesy.  Through-
out our journey in Bié, the public media 
trained their cameras on Betty, so widely 
known and loved. A 
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Betty Bridgman, left, with Mary Collins, right, and Dona Esperanza 
Raposo Valeriano, Director of the IECA School in Chilesso.

Return to Angola, Home of Our Hearts

Sewing class in Dondi’s Marriage Preparation 
Program.

Continued on page 3



By Dr. Betty Bridgman
Before Mary and I left for Angola, I wrote 

to Pedro Chindombe, the father of an AMSF 
scholarship student studying in Luanda, 
Madalena Nandembe Chindombe. I told Pedro 
Chindombe of our planned trip and my hope 
that we might meet him in Chissamba. Pedro 
Chindombe had been a qualified laboratory 
technician at the hospital in Chissamba Mis-
sion, and his older brother, Paulo Chindombe 
had been one of the head nurses at the hospital 
for many years, until war had brought the work 
there to a close.

On May 9th, following a wonderful recep-
tion and service at the Chissamba Church, 
we crossed the little river to the hospital for 
another reception. There, I found Pedro, his 
wife, Belarmina Mimi and his brother, Paulo 
Costa Chindombe. They had travelled over 
six hundred kilometres over roads sometimes 
paved and sometimes unfinished, rough and 
rutted, from Luanda to Chissamba, to meet me. 
Also present at the Hospital were other former 
nurses and others whom I had known, and 
everyone wanted to greet me.  Eventually, we 
found a secluded spot in the office of the head 
nurse. It had, at one time, been my consulting 
room and office. We had a good visit there and 

spoke about many things, including the renova-
tions which are taking place at the hospital. 
Most of the buildings are still standing but they 
need cleaning and a lot repairs. Two of the 
wards are open. Most of the patients are small 
children.

It was great to see the progress since our 
last visit fifteen years ago when the country 
was still at war and buildings were still being 
destroyed. At that time the Chissamba grounds 
were over-grown and there was no movement 
at the hospital. Now there is PEACE. Recon-
struction is taking place. It was wonderful to 
see so many who had survived the years of con-
flict. I was struck by the resilience of the people 
after so much suffering for so many years. They 
live with HOPE.

jubilant crowd greeted us in Chissamba, where 
Betty had served for over 30 years.  After the 
welcoming worship service many followed 
us to the hospital, where we were impressed 
by the nurses and other staff.  Here, as in the 
Chilesso and Camundongo hospitals we visited 
later, there is no doctor. We were particularly 
moved when meeting with a small number 
of young residential students who are taking 
academic courses against all odds. The local 
IECA church supports them as best it can, but 
hasn’t the resources to accommodate them 
adequately.  They live in the dark ruins of two 
former Chissamba mission houses, and every 
weekend must make the long trip to their home 
villages to get food for the next week. One 
young man told us that students at another 
school taunt them, “You are poor, you have no 
food, why bother going to school?”  But they 
do, undaunted!

In Chilesso we were welcomed warmly by 
83-year-old Rev. Daniel Nunda and his pa-

rishioners. More stories of the tragedies of the 
long war again pierced our hearts, and we paid 
our respects at related graves.  We visited the 
School for Young Women, offering basic home-
making courses, (funded by the Dille-Dunbar 
Foundation) and toured the IECA academic 
school. The students of both schools welcomed 
us enthusiastically with song. Travelling then 
to Camundongo, my birthplace, we again saw 
the materialising hope of the people as we wor-
shipped with them in their new church and saw 
them rebuilding their schools and their lives.  
After Sunday worship in Huambo we returned 
to Lubango for our flight back to Canada, our 
hearts filled with our experiences and the un-
stinting generosity of all whom we had met.

So much left unwritten! So many people 
unnamed and unacknowledged! But these few 
paragraphs are a grateful tribute to them and 
all the people of Angola who live with such 
courage and hope and faith, working for a new 
tomorrow of peace and justice and fullness of 
life for all.

Betty Bridgman with the Chindombe family.

Meeting the Family of an 
AMSF Scholarship Recipient
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Continued from page 2

Esteemed sisters and brothers of 
AMSF,

I wish you 
good health 
and that all 
is running 
well for you. 
Thanks be to 
God, we are 
well, with 
no problems. 
My studies 
are proceeding well. I am enrolled in 
the Faculty of Law of Oscar Ribas 
University, here in Luanda. My law 
studies began in 2007 and in 2011 I 
am in my fifth and final year, having 
passed all my courses. I am special-
izing in Forensic law. Next year I 
will do my internship in Luanda at 
the Family Court. As for my religious 
life, I continue to participate actively 
in my home church in Luanda.  

The AMSF scholarship I receive is 
for $150.00 US/ month. My monthly 
academic fees are $300.00. My 
parents need to add $150.00/month 
to complete the payment. I thank you 
very much for the work you all are 
doing, God himself recognizes it. I 
am sending greetings to all of you 
and may your work continue. Maybe 
God can fix it so that we will meet 
here in Angola. I miss you, when I 
think of that possiblity.

- AMSF Scholarship student 
Madalena 
Nondembe 
Chindombe

Letter of  
Appreciation

Donors
In memory of: Melvin Blake, 

Jean & Keith Brown, Rev. Ralph 
& Jean Collins, Bessie Dalrymple 
& Rev Whitney Dalrymple, Rev. 
Tom Gilchrist, Dr. Alan Lane, John 
Kaemmer, Lois King, Helen Knill, 
Rev. Harold Orr, Edith Radley, Lil-
lian Taylor, Amelia & Ralph Wilson.

And in honour of: Eleanor 
Knight for her 91st Birthday, Ruth 
A. McDowell for her 96th Birthday.



Tom achieved his B.A. degree 
at Dalhousie University in 
Halifax, where he met Kathleen. 
They married in 1950. In 1952, 
Tom began theological studies 
at St. Andrew’s College in Sas-
katoon. He later earned his M.A. 
in Anthropology from American 
University in New York, and his 
Doctorate in Ministry from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary.  
Tom served as a minister in Sas-
katchewan and Ontario churches 
while hoping to fulfill his long 
term dream of returning to Af-
rica to work within the Angolan 
church. In the 1960s Tom and 
Kathleen were assigned to An-
gola, but just prior to departure 
they were reassigned to Zambia 
because the Board deemed it 
unsafe to send a family with 
young children to Angola during 
a period of social unrest.

In Zambia Tom served several 
congregations and supervised 
the building of Chimwemwe 
Church. He was also the prison 
chaplain, taught religious educa-
tion in the schools, and produced 
a weekly religion program on 
television. The years leading to 
Independence in Zambia were 
a time of racial inequity, as in 
all European colonies in Africa. 
Tom worked fervently to educate 
the white population to recog-
nize the beauty and value of the 
African people and culture. He 
learned to speak and preach in 
Chibemba. In 1966, Tom was as-
signed to St. Margaret’s United 
Church in downtown Kitwe. 
At first he dreaded serving that 
congregation because its white 
members still practiced apartheid 
two years after Independence. 
African students from the col-
leges at Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation were seated at the 
back of the church. All changed 

with Tom’s arrival. He began 
by holding dual services, one in 
English and the other in Chibem-
ba. Gradually, with his persistent 
coaching and guidance, the at-
titudes of the white congregants 
changed and the atmosphere 
of the church improved, as the 
glorious harmonies of African 
singing permeated the church 
and the psyches of the “Euro-
peans”. By the time he left, St. 
Margaret’s had transformed into 
a racially integrated church.

In 1970, Tom and Kathleen 
returned to Canada so that their 
children could complete their 
education in Canadian institu-
tions. Tom served as a minister 
in Alberta and Ontario, retiring 
officially 1989. However he 
continued his ministry in Alberta 
full time for a period and then 
did weekend supply ministry 
in 8 churches until June of this 
year.  Tom was grateful to be 
able to serve these congrega-
tions. However, his love and 
concern for the people of Africa 
drove him to promote Overseas 
Missions. In every church he 
served the Mission and Service 
Fund increased.

Tom and Kathleen returned 
to Zambia in 1996, 1998 and 
in 2000 spent six months at 
the United Church of Zambia 
Theological College in Min-
dolo. There, Tom taught African 
church history while Kathleen 

taught the student wives nutri-
tion and tailoring, as well as 
overseeing the health care of 
the students and their families. 
Although he never got the 
chance to serve missions directly 
within Angola, Tom supported 
and guided the building of the 
Angola Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  This fund originally hon-
oured his parents and his Angola 
missionary sister Betty after their 
tragic death in 1970, and has 
since expanded to honour many 
of their Angolan missionary col-
leagues as well. 

Tom had a grand enthusiasm 
for many things in life. Perhaps 
highest on the list of things Tom 
loved was the gift of singing 
in harmony, a love he shared 
with his father. Sid Gilchrist 
had written that, among other 
delights, “Africa means to me a 
log seat in a thatch-roofed and 
mud-floored church cum school, 
my ears and soul filled with the 
sweetest harmony that human 
voices can produce anywhere 
outside of Heaven.” That is the 
Africa Tom grew up in, and he 
always carried that joy with him. 
He died peacefully on August 
19th, 2011 of multiple myeloma, 
while listening to tapes he had 
recorded of his family singing, 
employing the harmonies they 
had learned from him and from 
Kathleen, and to the singing and 
drumming of African choirs. 

How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.
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Tom, son Steve and wife Deborah, and Kathleen Gilchrist in July 2008.

• Catalyze women to take 
advantage of opportunities the 
world offers the Church  

• Contribute to the integral 
mission of the Church, and

• Understand concrete ways of 
motivating community groups. 

The training took place in 
three phases for a total of 90 
hours under the facilitation of 
the Rev. Laurindo Cangombe. 
Presenters gave lectures on entre-
preneurship, the integral mission 
of IECA, IECA’s strategic plan 
2008/2012, and Meditation on 
the Word of God. The 30 women 
were trained in the areas of data 
collection, data analysis, data 
interpretation, and the project 
cycle. 

The graduates of the Omunga 
program were inspired and filled 
with determination to do all the 
work needed so that the work 
begun by Omunga might produce 
good results in the Church and 
society in general.

Our plans for the years 2012 
and 2014 are to: 

• Continue with the Omunga 
community leadership training 
project in order to increase the 
number of women trained in 
development work and finan-
cial management  to at least 40 
women between the ages of 20 
and 45 

• Provide a refresher course 
for the first 30 Omunga trained 
integral development agents, and

• Create an internal monitor-
ing and evaluation team for the 
Omunga project

We thank God for the op-
portunities given to us for moral, 
spiritual, and social health, during 
the three phases of the training 
project. We are grateful for fund-
ing received. To all who directly 
or indirectly caused us to get to 
the end with success, our thanks. 
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