
By Rev Lucia Chitula
Program director of the IECA Formation 
School Program, photographed here in 2009 by 
Jean Burgess. Article translated by José Borges

The Formation School program of IECA 
focuses on rural women who need vocational 
training to sustain the livelihood of their fami-
lies, to improve their diet in order to ensure the 
health of their children, and to participate in the 
development of their communities. So in No-
vember we conducted a participatory diagnosis 
in the village of Chimbilima, in Kwanza Sul 
province. This resulted in a “pilot school” for 
training women in domestic sciences courses, 
starting in May 2013. From September to No-
vember 2012, we conducted extension courses 
for 65 women in Luena,  Moxico province, 
and for 28 women in Cabinda. Although the 

Luena course was held in the local IECA 
church, women from other churches partici-
pated. This vocational training imparted skills 
in event décor, home management, cuisine and 
pastry. Two experienced teachers, one from 
the Luanda Centre and one from the Cassoco 
Centre in Benguela, instructed the courses. 
A second phase of these courses was offered 
to 54 women in Cabinda, by two experienced 
teachers from Benguela. The women of Luena 
have requested a second phase training, having 
greatly benefited from the first. 

The established training centers of Cassoco/
Benguela, Huambo, Menongue/Kubango and 
Sumbe ended the year 2012 with success in 
courses in English, computers, sewing, electric-
ity, and cooking. Many young graduates found 

ANGOLA MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

HELPING THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA SINCE 1971

Editor’s Note
Welcome to a bumper newsletter! 
This fall edition is lengthy because 
we were unable to issue our usual 
newsletter in the spring. We use 
many acronyms in this issue, so I list 
them for your convenience and refer-
ence here:
AMSF: Angola Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund
CICA: Council of Christian Church-
es of Angola
IECA: Evangelical Congregational 
Church of Angola
DASEP: Department of Social 
Assistance, Studies and Projects of 
IECA
SMJ: Joyce Young Adults Society 
of IECA

Donations
In memory of: Rev. Ed Brown, 
Phyllis & George Burgess, Mary 
MacDougall, Rev. Murray MacInnis, 
Ruth Alexandra McDowell, Virginia 
MacLeod-Zurbrigg, Naomi Okuma, 
Lloyd & Margaret Schaad, Rev. 
Harold Steed, Lillian Taylor, Frances 
Wallbridge, All Those Who Loved 
Angola.

In honour of: Ruth Balleny, Helen 
DeWitt, Elizabeth Jerrett, Kenneth 
Jerrett, Eleanor Knight in honour 
of her 93rd birthday, Bessie Lane, 
Mary Ann Litwiller, Marion & Rev. 
Malcolm McVeigh, Rev. Joyce 
Myers-Brown in honour of 50 years 
of ministry (designated for the Cour-
age School project), Kay Pearson, 
Luis Samacumbi, Rev. Etta Snow 
on 60 years of ministry and unique 
friendship, Carol Ann Stringer.

AMSF adheres to the Ethical Fun-
draising & Financial Accountability 
Code: http://ow.ly/qzsBe

How to donate, page 8
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Continued on page 6

“Our trainers 
tirelessly 
handed on what 
they knew.”
Find testimonials 
from two of the 
students on page 
6.

IECA Formation School  
Training Program Expands 
Courses And Teaching Sites
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Greeting From Glenn Malcolm,  
Incoming AMSF President (2013-2015)

As the new president of AMSF, I am pleased to 
greet all our members, supporters and partners. I 
am the oldest son of Robert and Margery Mal-
colm who served in Angola at Ambrizete (now 
Nzeto) in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s. My 
time in Angola was short lived as my Mom, broth-
er and I were evacuated in 1961 when the fighting 
broke out around our mission station. Although I 
was outside of Angola I was still part of it as my 
Dad worked with many Angolan refugees in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. I recall a cou-
ple of days each year when Dad was interview-
ing the students applying for scholarships when 
AMSF was still called the Gilchrist Memorial 
Fund. I have been a member of AMSF for around 
10 years and am now serving in my second term 
on the Board of Directors.  I have been serving on 

the Investment Committee as well.
AMSF has continued to help fund scholar-

ships in Angola through CICA, women’s forma-
tion schools through DASEP and other smaller 
projects like the Dondi pilot project. One project 
of significance this year was Project Courage. 
Through a matching grant, we are supporting the 
construction of a school in an underserved An-
golan community. The school is sponsored by an 
Angolan Young Adults Church Association; it is 
exciting to support the enthusiasm and dedication 
of the young people of Angola. 

The AMSF Board of Directors looks forward 
to your continuing support for these education 
and training endeavours. They are tangible ways 
of helping to rebuild a country torn apart by years 
of war.

The Ivory Necklace is a histori-
cal novel based on the true story 
of Florinda Bessa. Born in 1880, 
she was a multicultural, multira-
cial and multilingual citizen of 
Angola. Florinda successfully 
straddled three different worlds by 
embracing the cultures of her Afri-
can mother, her Portuguese father 
and that of American missionar-
ies. Orphaned at age 9, Florinda 
became a ward of Methodist mis-
sionaries in Luanda. She dedicated 
her life to the education of her 
mother's people until her death at 
109 years of age. The novel relies in part on Bessa's journals.

The  Ivory Necklace is also an historic account of 100 years 
of the Methodist church's involvement in religious awakening, 
educational enlightenment and political freedom for the people 
of Angola.  The author, Rev Coriless Hanson, is a retired min-
ister of the American United Methodist Church. He has worked 
on three continents in English, Portuguese and the Zimbabwean 
language Chimanyika. He draws on his personal experience 
as a missionary and on a rich archive of missionary letters and 
reports 

Note: The Ivory Necklace, priced at $18.95 US plus ship-
ping, is available from Rev Coriless Hanson at coribeth30h@
comcast.net.

By Director Rev. Adelaide 
Tomas

Editors note: In 2012 AMSF 
provided a grant of $5,000 to the 
Dondi pilot project. The funds 
were used for handcraft materials, 
honorariums for teachers, and 
transport to outlying centres for 
outreach education.

Rev Tomas writes, "We had 
46 girls and 11 boys enrolled in 
our Dondi in-residence marriage 
preparation/life skills course this 
past year.  Some students were 
enrolled in academic school at the 
same time. Our courses included 
sewing, knitting, embroidery, 
home care, child care, pre-mar-
ital counseling, Bible study and 
agriculture. Students produced 
from their small plots 1130 kilos 
of corn, 50 kilos of soy beans and 
20 kilos of beans. Our challenges 
are in the areas of transport, work 
overload, need for a kitchen and 
cook, need for an agriculture em-

ployee and need for a storeroom.
We are concerned about girls 

in the villages surrounding Dondi 
who do not know how to write 
and read. For this reason last May 
we held a literacy training seminar 
and will do so again this year. We 
offered outreach training to 847 
young people in outlying villages.

This year we have also assisted 
in the creation of a marriage prep-
aration/life skills program in the 
former mission of Elende. A total 
of 118 women and 2 men took the 
first vocational courses offered 
in cooking, baking and décor as 
well as courses in Christian ethics, 
Portuguese and Umbundu lan-
guages, Biblical studies and home 
care. Four Elende area teachers 
delivered these courses, including 
a local pastor.

Editor’s note: Last year AMSF 
provided a $10,000 grant for the 
start-up of a second pilot life-
skills project in another commu-
nity. IECA chose Elende.

Dondi Life Skills And 
Literacy Training For 
Around 900 Students

The Ivory Necklace: A  
Novel Account Of A Famous 
Early Angolan Educator In 
The Methodist Church

“One project of 
significance this year 
was Project Courage. 
Through a matching 
grant, we are supporting 
the construction of a 
school in an underserved 
Angolan community.”
Read more about Project 
Courage on page 5

Author Rev Coriless Hanson, 
a retired Methodist mis-
sionary, at Angola Connec-
tions reunion, Niagara Falls, 
2013. Photo by Rev Joyce 
Myers-Brown.



“Letters and photos are indeed 
valuable on a number of levels. 
They add to family history, church 
history, scholarly knowledge, and 
not least, to the citizens of Angola 
who lost much of worth during the 
long wars.”
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By Nancy Henderson-James
Retired librarian and daughter of United Church of Christ mis-
sionaries to Angola, Rev. Larry and Ki Henderson

A question that looms large in the minds of the adult chil-
dren of missionaries who worked in Angola is, “What do we do 
with all these old letters and photos?” That question may also 
occur to friends and family living in Canada and the United 
States who received letters from our parents in the field. “These 
letters seem too valuable to toss, but who might want them?”

Letters and photos are indeed valuable on a number of 
levels. They add to family history, church history, scholarly 
knowledge, and not least, to the citizens of Angola who lost 
much of worth during the long wars. As the generation who 
were missionaries from the 1930’s to the 1960’s is dying, it has 
become urgent to find places for the materials. 

Letters, meeting minutes and business records of mission 
stations, literacy materials, educational booklets and pamphlets 
are examples of items collected in archives. Each church or 
mission organization has one or more repositories. Some still 
accept materials. Universities also have archives. The Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, with its Portuguese history concentra-
tion, took my father’s papers (Lawrence Henderson). I placed 
my mother’s letters at Duke University (Muriel W. Henderson). 
Her letters included an extensive correspondence not exclusive-
ly focused on Angola. You can find a list of potential archive 
sites at www.angolamsf.org under the Archives button. 

Photographs present a different problem. Unless photos of 
people are identified, the photos are of little value. Most ar-
chives will not accept photos without identification. But photos 
are some of the most important items that our parents left be-
hind. Rather than place them in static archives, we would rather 
see them digitized and put up on the Internet to be available to 
all. Many Angolan families lost all of their pictures in the chaos 
of war. Jean Burgess tells the story of Etta Snow, on a 2009 trip 
to Angola, returning a set of wedding pictures to a former col-
league whose husband had died in the war. Photos bring back 
the past in a unique way.

A number of missionary “kids” have begun scanning their 
parents’ photos. Paul Blake, a Methodist MK, is working on 
photos from northern Angola and placing them on the Inter-
net [http://s1122.photobucket.com/albums/l532/PaulBlake/]. 
“These photos have been welcomed by many Angolans,” said 
Paul. “For example, one family escaped from Angola but the 
suitcase that had all of their photos was stolen, so they literally 
had no family photos from before 1961 until they found some 
in my online collections.” Paul added “I hope to get photos 
from retired missionaries and their children to add to the online 
collections at my Photobucket site.” If you have good slides 
or photographs that you would be willing lend to Paul to scan 
for his website, you can reach him at 1725 Snowbird Dr NW, 
Salem, OR 97304 Phone: (503) 363-4348 Email ahbpab@
gmail.com.

When Paul completes the northern Angola project, he is 
willing to take on scanning photos from southern Angola. For 
those who have scanned their parents’ slides and would like 
to put them online on their own websites, Paul will be glad to 
help you.

Archival Treasures Of Precious Times

Deolinda Tiberias, a former teaching colleague of Etta Snow, looks at her 
wedding photos she had not seen for 30 years. Her husband was a nurse in 
Dondi and died during the civil war. Deolinda now works at the health and 
social services centre of the Dondi leprosarium. Photo by Jean Burgess.

Archival Resources:
• Find a list of potential archive sites at www.angolamsf.org under the 

Archives button
• Paul Blake, a Methodist MK, is working on photos from northern 

Angola and placing them on the Internet [http://s1122.photobucket.
com/albums/l532/PaulBlake/]. If you have good slides or photographs 
that you would be willing lend to Paul to scan for his website, you can 
reach him at 1725 Snowbird Dr NW, Salem, OR 97304 Phone: (503) 
363-4348 Email ahbpab@gmail.com.
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Adapted from a communiqué 
from Luis Samcumbi, former 
Director of DASEP

Editor's note: Joyce served 12 
years (1963-1975) as a mission-
ary in the Bailundu and Dondi 
missions. Joyce is a member of 
the AMSF Board of Directors 
and is one of its regional repre-
sentatives.

Sociedad Media Joyce was 
created to meet the need for 
peer church fellowship of young 
adults, particularly young single 
mothers and others whose social 
circumstances have been shaped 
by the dislocations of war. Its 
roots lie in a church-based 
couples group founded in 1982 
in Lobito, to provide mutual 
help in meeting the challenges 
of marriage and parenting. This 
group was restructured in 19965 
so that no young adult would 
be excluded. In a December 1 
meeting of that year, SMJ was 
founded. 

Why was this group named 
after Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown? 
When she first re-visited war 
torn Angola in 1995, she brought 
a message of love, and a rich 
life experience relevant to our 
situation. She found a society 
without hope of life  but with 
the spiritual strength to struggle 
on. The message she gave the 
Church gathered in the Huambo 
General Assembly was " Can it 
be that God has a purpose for 
creating this society ?" She gave 
strength to all those who thought 
their lives had been closed by a 
period of war, when in fact, God 
had simply inserted a comma. 
It was Joyce who pushed us 
forward , even as hungry, naked, 
crying children without a father. 
Her life example inspired us 
for her youth was devoted to 
evangelism and it was later in 
life that she married. We had 
no other way to proceed than to 

ask her to be our godmother, the 
patron of SMJ, for which she has 
shown such love.

SMJ now has around 29,000 
members: men and women 
between 20 and 40 years of age. 
They are making great efforts to 
reconstruct and enhance the lives 
of their families and themselves. 
They also strive to assist the 
development of their communi-
ties and church. We invited Rev 
Joyce to be the Guest Speaker 
at our 2012 annual gathering so 
that she might see SMJ for her-
self, that we might honour her, 
that we might learn from her, 
that we might know each other 
better, and that she might join 
with us in visioning the future 
of SMJ.

November 29, 2012 Luanda, Angola
My heart is so FULL. I have known such joy in these two days 

since arriving in Luanda. Amilcar Veloso Daniel, IECA Director of 
Sociedade Media Joyce met my cousin Lois and me. Amilcar and 
our old friend  Luis Samacumbi will be accompnying us for much 
of our trip. Our first stop was at the inauguration of the new IECA 
headquarters. In attendance were pastors and leaders from all over 
the country. Pastor Ricardo Epalanga dedicated the building and 
unveiled a plaque honouring him as IECA secretary general emeri-
tus. Current Secretary General Rev. Augusto Chipesse invited folks 
to tour the building, a very nice facility, and to a reception. I had time 
with Rev. José Chipenda and many others. I brought greetings from 
Central, Global Ministries, United Church of Christ, missionaries/
families, etc. One pastor reminded me that I had baptized him at 
Bailundo at Easter, 1965!

Yesterday, we were on the go from 9am to 9pm, visiting five 
churches in Luanda Joyous SMJ young women and a few young men 
met us with singing and dancing. I greeted and preached in Um-
bundu at some churches and in Portguese where there were children/
students who don't understand Umbundu. We also visited several 
adjoining schools (IECA operates 75 schools). A side trip took me to 
visit and have prayer with dear friends from Bailundo (Rev. Vasco, 
who just had a stroke, and Josefina Sacoco). The roads were full of 
holes and sometimes "lakes" of mud. We also got lost a few times 

What Is Sociedad Media Joyce And Why Is 
Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown Our Godmother?

Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown & her cousin Lois Hill with Sociedad Media Joyce members

Excerpts From Joyce’s 2012  
Letters During Her Trip To Angola
“One pastor reminded me that I baptized him at 
Bailundo at Easter 1965!”  

Continued on next page



By Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown
Late in 2012, I was invited 

to an anniversary celebration 
of IECA’s young adults group 
Sociedade Media Joyce (SMJ). 
In discovering how engaged, 
committed and energized is this 
group of youth aged 20 to 40+, I 
witnessed the church at work in 
post-war Angola. 

The group told me they 
wanted to construct a school by 
the end of 2013 to contribute 
to the education of children 
and youth. The school is to be 
located in the underserved com-
munity of Amboiva in Kuanza 
Sul, and the building will include 
six classrooms, a Director’s of-
fice and bathrooms. SMJ named 
this Projecto Coragem/Project 
Courage.

 SMJ projects the cost of 
construction at $60,000. AMSF 
has donated $20,000. I have 

committed to fundraise up to 
$40,000 and have raised $20,000 
so far. SMJ members have raised 
$6,000 to cover potential project 
overrun and administration costs.

On June 22, 2013 SMJ Gen-
eral Director Amilcar Daniel and 
others from SMJ and IECA met 
with the community of Damas-
co/Amboiva for worship and dis-
cussion, followed by the ground 
breaking for the new school.  It 
was a day of great rejoicing. On 
July 27, 2013 leaders of SMJ 
from six provinces  gathered 
with leaders from IECA, IECA’s 
development program, DASEP, 
and the local community to 
officially begin construction of 
the Project Courage School in 
Amboiva. 

The local community, the 
SMJ, and the provincial govern-
ment are all part of the project 
under the supervision of DASEP, 

and all are contributing skills 
and gifts. IECA General Secre-
tary, Rev. Augusto Chipesse has 
strongly endorsed this outreach 
effort of SMJ.  It is a great joy 
to know that more than 300 
children in this underserved 
community will now have a 
school to attend in 2014, and 
the opportunity for a bright 
future. Pandu, pandu ku Suku! /
Thanks be to God! Many thanks 

to AMSF and to all who have 
been touched by this need and 
challenge, and have contributed 
to Project Courage.
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(few roads are marked) but it 
was a fantastic day! I loved 
being in the churches, hearing 
singing in Umbundu and get-
ting to sing beloved Umbundu 
hymns. All five churches are 
new and large, three unfinished 
yet as all the funds come from 
the congregational members (not 
from IECA headquarters or the 
United Church of Christ-US). 
What a work of love and of 
thanksgiving to God for peace 
and a new day. There was great 
enthusiasm and joy in churches 
and for SMJ members in receiv-
ing their "Madrinha"/godmother. 
SMJ was founded during my 
1995 Angola visit and named af-
ter me and this was my first visit 
since then. What a day!  Suku 
Unene -- God is Great, God is 
Good!!

Last night I made a phone call 
to Joy. She's 46 now! It was the 
first time I heard Joy's voice in 
17 years!

December 12, 2012 Luanda
We will be leaving Angola 

tomorrow night. This has been 
the trip of a lifetime for me and 
it will take ages before I can ab-
sorb/sift/share it all. I have seen 
so many old and dear friends, 
and made new ones, AND con-
nected with Joy, my godchild 
two and a half weeks ago. She 
has been with us ever since. 
What a joy Joy is!

We travelled from Luanda to 
Sumbe for the annual national 
gathering of the SMJ-- what a 
celebration! -- then to Huambo, 
Dondi, Bailundo, Benguela/
Lobito and now back to Luanda. 
Angola is bustling with activ-
ity – construction and energy on 
every side, including many new 
or renewed church buildings, a 
sign of this new day of peace 
and hope.

The SMJ turned out in full 
force everywhere we went. We 
also met with other groups and 
congregations, and saw the 
wonderful Formation Schools of 
IECA, AMSF’s partner church, 
and the incredible model kinder-
garten in Lobito that Dona Eva 
Chipenda has created. We had 

the great joy of spending the last 
four days in Lobito at the home 
of our dear friends, Rev. Dr. José 
and Eva Chipenda. 

On this trip, I have surely felt 
the Spirit´s presence.  Pandu, 

pandu ku Suku!! Thanks be to 
God. 

Continued from previous page

Joyce Esanju Oseas Sachova, or 
Joy, is my godchild whom I raised 
until we left in 1975.

Project Courage

Above: Groundbreaking for the 
new school.

Above: Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown 
& IECA Secretary General Au-
gusto Chipesse



employment and many women graduates 
have already developed small businesses

Other activities of the Formation School 
program have been as follows.

A three-day refresher course for 28 
women community development agents in 
which they demonstrated how they had ap-
plied their training in project development, 
budgeting, and the components and cycles of 
an effective project, in their communities.

A four-day professional development 
workshop for 10 Formation Centre co-co-
ordinators for the purposes of unifying pro-
gram approaches and enhancing administra-
tion. The three workshop trainers facilitated 
a self-review of successes and weaknesses 
of individual centres, and provided advanced 
skill-training in budgeting, fund raising, and 
a narrative approach to activity reporting.

A two-day inspection tour by the Forma-
tion School program director of five centres 
which included meeting with students.

The Chimbilima Village participatory 
diagnosis event mentioned above involved 
230 people, including men, women, young 
people, traditional leaders and church lead-
ers.  The needs identified include a middle 
elementary school, a health clinic or health 
provider, and training for young people 
planning to set up a household. Staff persons 
from DASEP headquarters helped to gather 

information which can be used to design 
and implement needed projects, the first 
being the above-mentioned pilot school for 
women.

 We want to thank the AMSF organization 
and donors for their efforts, which have con-
tributed a lot in developing Angolan com-
munities. We hope that God will continue 
to enlighten you to help the disadvantaged 
populations. 

Testimonials From Two Of Our Students:
 I am Laurentina João Afonso, daughter 

of  Afonso Zacarias João and Genita Ana 
Luciano, native of Cabinda, born August 15, 
1992.

I participated actively in the two phases 
of training we had this past year. It was an 
unforgettable experience.  I hope to benefit 
from the two courses in pastry making and 
décor.  I want to become a great pastry chef 
and event decorator. I also hope to open a 
training center right here in the church to 
teach others who were unable to partici-
pate in the training I had.  And I want to 
form a group with other classmates of the 
Formation School courses, to work together 
doing décor and taking pastry orders, and 
to become recognized at a provincial level. 
I thank God for the gift of life that we have 
seen and for our trainers who tirelessly 
handed on what they know.

.........
My name is Jeremiah A. Vicente Miguel 

and I was born on June 11, 1990. I am the 
son of Araugo D. Miguel and Madalena  
Mukongo. I was born in Benguela and live 
there, in the community of Quioche.

I took the course in electricity for civil 
construction at the local Cassoco Formation 
School. It ran from January 3, 2012 to May 
16, 2012, the day I graduated.

Throughout the course I really liked the 
approach of the trainer. Besides being our 
trainer he was our friend. And not just that. 
The way he dedicated himself, the method 
of teaching he applied, and the help we 
received from his direction along with the 
material support made it possible for us to 
emerge able for “the battlefield”.
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Continued from page 1

Laurentina Afonso João, graduate of pastry 
and event décor courses in Cabinda

In 2007 AMSF granted 
$12,000 to a congregation of the 
Evangelical Church of Angola 
in Namibe to build an elemen-
tary school. The congregation 
invested hundreds of hours in 
making adobe bricks. Members 
of the church used the grant to 
pay for the required permits and 
to hire a professional builder 
to oversee the project. In the 
process, they learned that their 
community school plan did 
not meet government health 
and safety and school design 
standards. The congregation was 
at risk of losing its dream and 
any benefit of their hard work. 
AMSF member Bob Malcolm 
then contacted church leaders 
and asked if a second stage grant 
of $15,000 could result in the 
school completion. The leaders 
replied with joy, saying that the 
$15,000 would allow them to 

raise the walls of the building 
to government standards. This 
would make them qualified for a 
government assistance program 
to put on the roof and finish the 
inside work. AMSF sent the 
grant in 2012. Here is a report 
from the Namibe church leaders 
sent to Bob Malcolm by Rev. 
Eduardo Sassa of the church’s 
Development Department in the 

Luanda headquarters.
“The school anticipates the 

construction of the following 
rooms, making good use of the 
land available from the Munici-
pality: 10 class rooms and one 
each of a teacher’s room, School 
Director’s office, Curriculum Di-
rector’s office, Secretary’s office, 
staff bathroom, male students’ 
bathroom, female students’ 

bathroom and a school canteen. 
All the material previously 
acquired is being used in the 
project. The church leaders are 
personally covering the salary 
of the guard on the project. The 
foundation for the school has 
been completed, except for a bit 
for the veranda and the walls are 
built up. The project is progress-
ing at an acceptable rate and in 
accordance with the resources 
available.”

AMSF Gives The Namibe Elementary School A Second Boost

Namibe church leader beside the Namibe school-in-construction



By Eva de Carvalho Chipenda

Editor’s note: The Canata kindergarten, 
founded by Eva de Carvalho Chipenda, has 
become a national model of pre-elementary 
school education. In 2012, AMSF provided a 
grant of $10,000 towards an upgrading of the 
facility. 

Dona Eva writes, "The purpose of the 
Canata school for children is to scatter seeds 
of hope as well as to prepare future leaders 
for a country with a legacy of a long period 
of civil war. The aim of the school upgrade 
project is to create a healthy and peaceful 
environment for the children, one in which 
they learn from one another and build a com-
mon future and perspective for Angola as they 
grow. With the money donated by AMSF, we 
were able to equip the classrooms, the office, 
the kitchen and the laundry area. We were 
able to purchase an office desk and chair, a 
printer, an industrial stove, several pots, a 
bottle of gas, a washing machine, a wooden 
shelf and 8 tables with 48 small chairs. We 
were also able to create a nursery with four 
beds, and one swinger. With the support of 
AMSF, we increased our enrollment to 250 
children ages 2 to 5 who are accommodated 
in 10 classrooms. Working with the children 
are nine educators and their nine assistants . 
We also employ three cleaners. The improved 
facility contributes to implementing our vi-
sion of a more just Angolan society founded 
on ethical, moral and Biblical principles, lead-
ing to a better world for all."
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By CICA staff person João 
Bongue
Translated by Maria Bonga

Education is the main basis 
for the integration of man and 
woman in social life anywhere 
in the world. This is why the 
Angolan Church has concerned 
itself with the training of its chil-
dren with the help of AMSF. The 
assistance of AMSF to our next 
generation of leaders is most 
appreciated. Below is a testimo-
nial from one of the scholarship 
recipients.

“To Support An Angolan To 
Study Is To Uplift The Cry Of 
Freedom.”

My name is Albina Cambun-

do Sassoma Hombe, 32 years 
of age, born in the Province of 
Huambo. I have been married 
for six years and am the daugh-
ter of Abrão and Florinda Cal-
ende. I am a member of IECA in 
Katepa/ Malanje. 

I applied for the AMSF schol-
arship through the Commission 
of Ecumenical Co-operation of 
CICA in Malanje because I did 
not have any means to acquire 
school materials such as books 
and to pay school fees, since my 
husband's earnings were meager.

With the help of the Fund, I 
now have some materials, a dic-
tionary and other books. Above 
all, the Fund helped me to 

liquidate my academic debt from 
2011-2012. With the $1,500.00 
USD, I was able to budget for 
small provisions such as lunches 
(as I am away at school morn-
ing and evening) and a shelf to 
keep and organize books and 
notebooks. All this influenced 
my academic achievement and 
God willing, by the end of 2013, 
I will complete my third year in 
Nursing.

Today my joy is great and 
I am motivated to pursue my 
studies because the benefits 
help me to face the 3rd year 
with optimism. You were able 
to uplift me during my stud-
ies at the University of Luenji 

A'Kinde. Please, continue to 
help us Angolans. Thank you, 
thank you AMSF and CICA 
and all brothers and sisters in 
Canada for helping me, because 
my desire is to help the Nation 
and serve God. To support an 
Angolan to study is to uplift the 
cry of freedom and awaken the 
country that is so far behind in 
knowledge and understanding 
of ways to serve God and our 
neighbour.

Editor`s note: In 2012 AMSF 
awarded $30,000 to CICA, for 
post secondary scholarships. 
AMSF has committed the same 
amount for 2013.

AMSF Scholarships Support Angolan Postsecondary Students

What’s New At The Canata Kindergarten?

“The purpose of the Canata school for children is to 
scatter seeds of hope...”



By Helen Stockton

Editor’s note: Helen Stockton has served for many 
years as an AMSF regional representative for the 
Toronto region and on an AMSF committee which 
liaised with the United Church Division of World 
Outreach.

I was born and raised on a farm where Sunday 
School came before the church service. However, 
once a month Mrs Hall came especially to give us 
a talk and show slides on some aspect of mission 
work. We always looked forward to it. It was here 
that I became very interested in Angola.

After nurses’ training I applied to the United 
Church of Canada to work in Angola. For four 

years I worked primarily in Dondi where I taught 
nursing to Angolan students. I also helped in the 
hospital. I remember taking the mission truck 
to a village late at night to rescue a woman who 
had been in labour for a couple of days. The area 
lacked roads so I had to keep one wheel of the 
truck on a path well worn by people coming and 
going to the village. Fortunately, a student nurse 
knew the village well enough to guide me. Unfor-
tunately, the baby had died but we were able to 
save the mother.

Shortly after I returned to Canada, civil war 
broke out and no missionaries were allowed in the 
country for about 20 years.

I will always cherish my experiences in Angola 
and with the Angolan people.
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How to Donate
Donations may be made online at www.angolamsf.org. Donations may also be sent to your AMSF Regional 
Representative, whose addresses may be found on the AMSF website. Cheques should be made out to Angola 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or AMSF. Donations may also be sent to the AMSF Treasurer, Eleanor Ellins at:
2016-1333 Bloor Street, Mississauga, ON L4Y 3T6.

Why I Support AMSF

 Helen Stockton, centre, making breakfast with colleagues Lillian Taylor and Muggie Dawson, at 1950s missionary camp retreat. Photo by 
George Burgess.


